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House of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MARSHALL).

——————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 16, 2018.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ROGER W.
MARSHALL to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 8, 2018, the Chair would now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 2 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
] 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HILL) at 2 p.m.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:
Loving and gracious God, we give
You thanks for giving us another day.
Bless the Members of the people’s
House. There are many important

issues to be considered with multiple
interests and priorities dividing the
House in its deliberations.

Today, we ask Your blessing upon so
many Americans in many parts of our
country who are suffering due to severe
weather. May their needs be met expe-
ditiously, and may those first respond-
ers and others who have come to their
assistance be blessed in their efforts
and know of the prayers and support of
a grateful nation.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
WILSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
COMMEMORATING ISRAEL’S 70TH
ANNIVERSARY
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Last
week, I introduced H. Res. 815, which
commemorates the 70th anniversary of
the founding of the State of Israel as
well as President Donald Trump’s cou-
rageous decision to move the American
Embassy to Jerusalem.

Over the past 70 years, the Israeli
people have demonstrated resiliency of
the human spirit while overcoming tre-
mendous obstacles. Every day Israelis
endure the threat of terrorism in their
lives, but they remain optimistic about
the future of their country.

As Americans face a similar enemy
in the global war on terrorism, we
must continue to strengthen our rela-
tionship inspired by Ambassador Ron
Dermer.

By holding fair and free elections and
vigorously legislating in its par-
liament, Israel is a shining model of
democracy. I am grateful for another
remarkable year of freedom with the
bold leadership of Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———————

DANGERS OF PARTISAN FARM
BILL

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to make clear the dangers of a partisan
farm bill that we are considering in the

House Agriculture Committee this
week.
Bipartisanship is mnot simply a

buzzword. Bipartisanship is vital for
policies to serve the widest range of
Americans. Sadly, it is in short supply
these days in our Capitol. The House
Agriculture Committee has, for over 40
years, traditionally been a very bipar-
tisan committee because our Nation’s
food supply affects everyone: rich and
poor, farmers and consumers, Demo-
crats and Republicans alike.

Our farm bill is America’s food bill,
and it needs to be about feeding all of
us. I always say it is really a matter of
our national security, yet the bill we
are considering this week is, without
question, a partisan farm bill.
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We see this in how it fails to serve
key parts of our Nation and abandons
many of our food insecure. A partisan
farm bill is bad policy, plain and sim-
ple. It will not succeed legislatively
nor can it be implemented successfully.

I ask that we put aside these partisan
differences, do as we have done tradi-
tionally, and work together to pass a
bipartisan farm bill in the House and in
the Senate that the President can sign.

———
POLITICALLY BIASED MEDIA

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
Morning Consult recently asked Ameri-
cans about their views of television’s
political bias.

Respondents were four times as like-
ly to say television programs present a
more liberal perspective than a con-
servative one. The liberal media, in-
cluding Hollywood studios, have dis-
missed the views of most Americans.
They portray American life in their
own liberal image. News reports, mov-
ies, and TV shows reflect the liberal
leanings of the media producers, not
most American’s values.

To be fair and balanced, the media
should represent American families
and their values, not just the pro-
ducers’ political and cultural philos-
ophy.

————
RUSSIANS LIED—SYRIANS DIED

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
Russians lied.

In 2013, the Russian bear entered into
a sweeping agreement with the United
States. The deal, Syria’s arsenal of
chemical weapons would be removed by
the middle of 2014. Russia would guar-
antee this agreement. In return, the
United States would indefinitely stall
air strikes.

For months, we have watched in hor-
ror as defenseless men, women, and
children were murdered by the rogue
Syrian regime, intent on using chem-
ical weapons against their own people.
Friday evening, President Trump
joined our allies, France and Britain,
to authorize precision air strikes
against chemical weapon production
and storage in Syria. This decisive re-
taliation was an appropriate, targeted
response to this horrific crime. No
chemical weapons in Syria.

However, the United States’ role in
Syria must be focused. The U.S.’ pur-
pose in Syria is to eradicate the influ-
ence of ISIS. Any other U.S. military
escalation of the Syrian war must be
authorized by Congress. But mean-
while, Assad the butcher now knows
from our President not to cross a red
line and use chemical weapons on his
people.
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And that is just the way it is.

COMMUNICATION FROM CON-
STITUENT SERVICES DIRECTOR,
THE HONORABLE JACKIE
SPEIER, MEMBER OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Mark H. Nagales, Con-
stituent Services Director, the Honor-
able JACKIE SPEIER, Member of Con-
gress:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, April 11, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you
formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules
of the House of Representatives, that I have
been served with a subpoena for testimony as
a witness in a criminal trial issued by the
Superior Court of the State of California,
County of San Mateo.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with
the privileges and rights of the House.

Sincerely,
MARK H. NAGALES,
Constituent Services Director.

———

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AF-
FAIRS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, April 13, 2018.
Hon. PAUL RYAN,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: I am resigning, as of
this date, my position on the House Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee.

Membership on Veterans’ Affairs has prov-
en to be invaluable to me in providing for
veterans and their families and for active
service members in the Northern Marianas
Islands. These heroes are remote from the
services of the Veterans Administration and
have been neglected; but the Department has
proven responsive to me as a member of the
Committee.

It is my intention to build on the relation-
ships I have established with the Department
and within the Committee, so that my con-
stituents who have served their nation in the
military may continue to receive the serv-
ices they have earned and deserved.

Sincerely,
GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO SABLAN,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.
There was no objection.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 5 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 8 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. POE of Texas) at 4 o’clock
and 59 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

AUTHORIZING SECRETARY OF THE
INTERIOR TO ESTABLISH FEES
FOR MEDICAL SERVICES PRO-
VIDED IN UNITS OF THE NA-
TIONAL PARK SYSTEM

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3607) to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to establish fees
for medical services provided in units
of the National Park System, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3607

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FEES FOR MEDICAL SERVICES.

(a) FEES AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary may es-
tablish and collect fees for medical services pro-
vided to persons in units of the National Park
System or for medical services provided by Na-
tional Park Service personnel outside units of
the National Park System.

(b) NATIONAL PARK MEDICAL SERVICES
FUND.—There is hereby established in the
Treasury a fund to be known as the ‘‘National
Park Medical Services Fund’. The Fund shall
consist of—

(1) donations to the Fund; and

(2) fees collected under subsection (a).

(c¢) AVAILABILITY OF AMOUNTS.—AIl amounts
deposited into the Fund shall be available to the
Secretary, to the extent provided in advance by
Acts of appropriation, for the following in units
of the National Park System:

(1) Services listed in subsection (a).

(2) Preparing needs assessments or other pro-
grammatic analyses for medical facilities, equip-
ment, vehicles, and other needs and costs of pro-
viding services listed in subsection (a).

(3) Developing management plans for medical
facilities, equipment, vehicles, and other meeds
and costs of services listed in subsection (a).

(4) Training related to providing services list-
ed in subsection (a).

(5) Obtaining or improving medical facilities,
equipment, vehicles, and other needs and costs
of providing services listed in subsection (a).

(d) DEFINITIONS.—For the purposes of this
section:

(1) FUND.—The term ‘““Fund’ means the Na-
tional Park Medical Services Fund established
by subsection (b).

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of the Interior.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK) and the
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gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms.
HANABUSA) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, the National Park Serv-
ice currently manages 11 units that
provide medical services to park visi-
tors, employees, and nearby residents,
including Yosemite in my district, Yel-
lowstone, Zion, the Grand Canyon, and
Death Valley. These include a wide
range of services, including emergency
medical services, ambulance transport,
and clinical services. They treat colds;
they set broken bones; they stabilize
heart attacks and strokes; they evac-
uate the severely injured and treat
thousands of patients annually.

These national park units are typi-
cally located in remote areas, which
means that they are often the only op-
tion patients have to receive timely
medical care, especially in emergency
situations.

In the case of Yosemite, the medical
clinic has operated in the valley since
1929. Like other medical clinics in our
national parks, it serves the park and
concessionaire employees, their fami-
lies, and tens of thousands of daily
park visitors.

The Yosemite medical clinic is a mil-
lion-dollar-a-year operation, maintain-
ing a full-time staff and sophisticated
medical treatment to treat and sta-
bilize any number of serious injuries
and sudden illnesses that confront a
population of a moderately sized town.

But here is the problem: Any other
medical clinic would be able to use the
fees it collects to finance its oper-
ations, to plan for amortizing equip-
ment purchases and expansions, and to
match its expenses to the revenues it
generates, but not so our national park
medical clinics.

Under current law, the fees collected
by our national park clinics must go
directly to the national Treasury, and
the parks must then rely on annual ap-
propriations to replace those funds,
with no certainty they will return and
no ability to plan long-term improve-
ments.

This bill changes all of that. It would
establish a separate trust fund in the
Treasury, still under the control of
Congress but dedicated to be returned
to the clinics that generate these funds
in the first place. H.R. 3607 will allow
the National Park Service to retain
revenues to help offset the costs of pro-
viding medical services.
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It establishes a national park med-
ical services fund at the Treasury. The
fund will consist of fees collected for
medical services provided to persons in
units of the National Park System and
through other donations.

My bill will help the National Park
Service to provide higher quality pa-
tient care with industry standard
equipment and technology; assist with
training relating to providing the nec-
essary medical services; develop man-
agement plans for medical facilities;
and obtain or improve medical facili-
ties, equipment, vehicles, and other
needs and costs of providing medical
services to visitors and staff of our na-
tional parks.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of this
measure, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, each year, the National
Park Service collects approximately $2
million in fees for medical services pro-
vided to park visitors. Current law re-
quires the Park Service to send the
money it collects for these services to
the Treasury rather than keeping them
in the site where the services are per-
formed. This requires the Park Service
to use money out of individual park
budgets to mitigate the costs associ-
ated with medical services.

H.R. 3607 authorizes the Park Service
to collect and retain fees for medical
services, which would relieve some of
the financial pressure faced by our
parks and ensure that these services
will be available to visitors.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that H.R. 3607
is a good bill, and I urge my colleagues
to vote for its passage.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentlewoman from Hawaii
for her kind words and support, and I
urge adoption of the measure.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
McCLINTOCK) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3607, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

WEST FORK FIRE STATION ACT OF
2017

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4609) to provide for the con-
veyance of a Forest Service site in Do-
lores County, Colorado, to be used for a
fire station.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4609

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“West Fork
Fire Station Act of 2017,
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) CounTY.—The term ‘‘County’” means
Dolores County, Colorado.
(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’

means the Secretary of Agriculture.

(3) WEST FORK FIRE STATION CONVEYANCE
PARCEL.—The term ‘“West Fork Fire Station
Conveyance Parcel’’” means the parcel of ap-
proximately 3.61 acres of National Forest
System land in the County, as depicted on
the map entitled ‘“Map for West Fork Fire
Station Conveyance Parcel” and dated No-
vember 21, 2017.

SEC. 3. CONVEYANCE OF WEST FORK FIRE STA-
TION CONVEYANCE PARCEL, DOLO-
RES COUNTY, COLORADO.

(a) IN GENERAL.—On receipt of a request
from the County and subject to such terms
and conditions as are mutually satisfactory
to the Secretary and the County, including
such additional terms as the Secretary de-
termines to be necessary, the Secretary shall
convey to the County without consideration
all right, title, and interest of the United
States in and to the West Fork Fire Station
Conveyance Parcel.

(b) CosTs.—Any costs relating to the con-
veyance under subsection (a), including proc-
essing and transaction costs, shall be paid by
the County.

(c) USE OF LAND.—The land conveyed to
the County under subsection (a) shall be used
by the County only for a fire station, related
infrastructure, and roads to facilitate access
to and through the West Fork Fire Station
Conveyance Parcel.

(d) REVERSION.—If any portion of the land
conveyed under subsection (a) is used in a
manner that is inconsistent with the use de-
scribed in subsection (c), the land shall, at
the discretion of the Secretary, revert to the
United States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) and the
gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms.
HANABUSA) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4609 would author-
ize the U.S. Forest Service to convey
3.61 acres of land to Dolores County,
Colorado, for the purpose of building a
fire station for the community of West
Fork. Currently, area residents must
rely on a fire protection district lo-
cated 26 miles away to provide critical
firefighting and emergency services to
the community.

Frequent and devastating wildfires
have ravaged the Western States, mak-
ing it more vital than ever that every
community is prepared to protect itself
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against fire and other catastrophic
events. H.R. 4609 will improve local fire
and emergency services to the commu-
nity of West Fork and will ensure that
residents of the West Fork area will be
prepared for catastrophic events with-
out expending any new Federal dollars.

Mr. Speaker, I want to note the hard
work that Representative TIPTON has
put into this bill, and I salute his ef-
forts and leadership.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4609 authorizes the
conveyance of 3.61 acres of National
Forest System land to Dolores County,
Colorado, for the purpose of building a
fire station. The language of this bill
also allows the United States to regain
ownership of the land if the county no
longer uses it for its intended purpose.

During a Senate Energy and Natural
Resources Committee hearing in Feb-
ruary of this year, representatives
from the Forest Service not only ex-
pressed their support for this convey-
ance, but went on to note the lack of
non-Federal options for land suitable
for building a fire station in the area.

We can all agree on the importance
of public safety. It is our duty as Mem-
bers of Congress to ensure that the
brave men and women who serve as
firefighters in their communities have
access to the infrastructure they need
to do their work.

Mr. Speaker, I support the adoption
of the bill, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr. Tip-
TON), the author of this measure and
one of the leaders in the House on im-
portant issues facing the Western
States.

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Chairman MCCLINTOCK and also Rep-
resentative HANABUSA for their support
on this important piece of legislation,
which ultimately creates a win not
only for the local community property
rights, but also for our forest system,
as well, in the event of a catastrophic
wildfire breaking out.

West Fork is in a remote part of Do-
lores County, Colorado, surrounded by
the San Juan National Forest. Emer-
gency and fire response is a challenge
in this part of the county because the
closest fire station is currently 26
miles away. The West Fork Fire Sta-
tion Act conveys approximately 3.6
acres of National Forest System land
to Dolores County for the strict pur-
pose of building and operating a fire
station in the West Fork area.

In addition to creating emergency
and fire response challenges, the lack
of a dedicated fire station has created
insurance challenges for homeowners
in West Fork. In an area surrounded by
national forest land, it is critical to
have fire insurance for your home and
other structures on your property.
With no fire station in reasonable prox-
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imity to the area, it is near impossible
for homeowners to obtain fire insur-
ance in West Fork. My bill would help
change that.

The West Fork fire station will be op-
erated by a volunteer fire department,
men and women who dedicate their
time, talent, and often put the safety
of their community and neighbors
ahead of their own. I greatly appreciate
their service to the county.

I also commend Dolores County for
working along with local property own-
ers and the surrounding fire districts
to obtain necessary firefighting equip-
ment for the volunteers who would
serve the West Fork fire station.

Dolores County, Colorado, U.S. Sen-
ators CORY GARDNER and MICHAEL BEN-
NET, along with the U.S. Forest Service
all support the West Fork Fire Station
Act.

The bill passed out of the Natural Re-
sources Committee with a unanimous
vote. Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues in the House to support this
bill and the community of West Fork
today.

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
my colleagues to support the adoption
of this bill. It is a great bill. It protects
our first responders and is something
that we need to provide for them. As
stated earlier, the Forest Service has
no other use for this land.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage adoption of
the bill, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCcCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, 1
urge adoption of the bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
McCLINTOCK) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4609.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

KISSIMMEE RIVER WILD AND
SCENIC RIVER STUDY ACT OF 2018

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3961) to amend the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act to designate seg-
ments of the Kissimmee River and its
tributaries in the State of Florida for
study for potential addition to the Na-
tional Wild and Scenic Rivers System,
and for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3961

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Kissimmee
River Wild and Scenic River Study Act of
2018".

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) The Kissimmee River has undergone,
over the course of two decades, the largest
river restoration effort in the world.
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(2) Extending approximately 105 miles from
Orlando to Lake Okeechobee, the Kissimmee
River forms the headwaters of Lake Okee-
chobee and the Everglades and serves as a
vital component of ecosystem restoration in
South Florida as a whole.

(3) The Kissimmee River Restoration
Project has significantly improved approxi-
mately 63,000 acres of wetlands within the
Kissimmee River watershed and reestab-
lished an environment suitable for fish, wild-
life, and the wetland plants that existed
prior to the Kissimmee River’s channeliza-
tion in the 1960s.

(4) The Kissimmee River Restoration
Project is expected to be completed in 2020,
at which point it is expected to reestablish
historic hydrologic conditions, recreate his-
toric river and floodplain connectivity,
recreate the historic mosaic of wetland plant
communities, and restore historic biological
diversity and functionality.

(5) After decades of restoration efforts and
the expenditure of nearly a billion dollars,
upon completion of the Kissimmee River
Restoration Project, a study should be con-
ducted to determine the eligibility of includ-
ing the fully restored Kissimmee River into
the National Wild and Scenic River program
to preserve the fully restored free-flowing
condition and immediate environment of the
river for the benefit and enjoyment of
present and future generations.

(6) Inclusion of the Kissimmee River into
the National Wild and Scenic River program
would be a fitting tribute to the hard work
of the Army Corps of Engineers and the
South Florida Water Management District’s
restoration work.

SEC. 3. DESIGNATION FOR STUDY.

(a) DESIGNATION FOR POTENTIAL ADDI-
TION.—Section 5(a) of the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 1276(a)) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“(__ ) KISSIMMEE RIVER, FLORIDA.—The
segment from the southern shore of Lake
Kissimmee to its confluence with Lake
Okeechobee.”.

(b) STUDY.—Section 5(b) of the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 1276(b)) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

“( ) KISSIMMEE RIVER, FLORIDA.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years
after the date on which funds are made avail-
able to carry out this paragraph, the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall complete a study
of the Kissimmee River, as described in sub-
section (a)(_ ), and submit a report describ-
ing the results of such study to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources of the Senate.

‘“(B) REPORT REQUIREMENTS.—The report
required under subparagraph (A) shall—

‘(i) include a discussion of the effect of the
designation of the segment to be studied
under subsection (a)( ) on—

““(I) existing commercial and recreational
activities, such as cattle ranching, dairy pro-
duction, hunting, fishing, trapping, rec-
reational shooting, motor boat use, or bridge
construction;

‘‘(IT) the authorization, construction, oper-
ation, maintenance, or improvement of en-
ergy production and transmission infrastruc-
ture;

‘(III) military operations; and

“(IV) the authority of State and local gov-
ernments to manage the activities described
in subclauses (I) and (II); and

¢(ii) identify—

“(I) all authorities that will authorize or
require the Secretary of the Interior to influ-
ence local land use decisions (such as zoning)
or place restrictions on non-Federal land if
the area studied under subsection (a)(_ ) is
designated under the Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act;
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“(IT) all authorities that the Secretary of
the Interior may use to condemn property if
the area studied under subsection (a)(_ ) is
designated under the Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act; and

“(IIT) all private property located in the
area to be studied under subsection (a)( ).

*(C) NONINTERFERENCE.—This study shall
not interfere with the Kissimmee River Res-
toration Project authorized under section
101(8) of the Water Resources Development
Act of 1992 (Public Law 102-580).”.

(¢) No NEGATIVE IMPACT.—Nothing author-
ized by this Act may negatively impact agri-
cultural production in the Kissimmee River
basin.

(d) No EFFECT ON MANAGEMENT.—This Act
and the amendments made by this Act shall
not interfere with the current management
of the area of the Kissimmee River described
in section 5(a)(_ ) of the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act, nor shall the fact that such area
is listed for study under the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 1271 et seq.) be used as
justification for more restrictive manage-
ment, such as wilderness or as a category of
wild and scenic river, until Congress acts on
the study recommendations.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK) and the
gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms.
HANABUSA) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3961 would des-
ignate the Kissimmee River for study
for potential addition to the National
Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

I must admit, I have become highly
skeptical of wild and scenic designa-
tions on our rivers after I watched the
Merced River’s designation used as an
excuse to severely restrict traditional
recreational amenities at Yosemite Na-
tional Park in my district, including
bicycling, horseback riding, river raft-
ing, lodging, and many other amenities
that long predated the wild and scenic
designation. The iconic Curry Village
Skating Rink was lost to these restric-
tions.

Not only are the designations used to
severely restrict public access and to
restrict the enjoyment of the public’s
lands, even the existence of a study has
often been used as an excuse to forbid
longstanding and traditional enjoy-
ment of these rivers.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the bill’s au-
thor, Mr. SoTo0, for agreeing to amend-
ments that will assure that the con-
duct of the study authorized by this
measure cannot be used as justification
for any restrictions on the public’s use
of the Kissimmee.
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It should be very clearly understood
that, with this bill, Congress is author-
izing a study and nothing else. In no
way is it authorizing any restriction on
the public’s use of this land while it is
being studied or because it is being
studied.

Any further actions forthcoming
from the result of this study is for the
Congress and the Congress alone to de-
cide.

With that very clear understanding, I
support adoption of the measure.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
as much time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. SOTO),
the author of the bill.

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to speak in strong support of my bill,
H.R. 3961, the Kissimmee River Wild
and Scenic River Study Act of 2018.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Chairman
BisHOP, Ranking Member GRIJALVA,
Chairman MCCLINTOCK, Ranking Mem-
ber HANABUSA, and Congressman WEB-
STER for all their collaboration and
support on this important bill.

The Kissimmee River forms the head-
waters of both Lake Okeechobee and
the Everglades.

Decades ago, the Federal and State
governments, including Florida, in-
structed the Army Corps of Engineers
to channelize this river, leading to a
decline in the ecosystem.

Decades later, both the Federal Gov-
ernment and State government got to-
gether and spent nearly a billion dol-
lars to restore this iconic river in order
to improve recreation activities for
Floridians and all Americans; to pro-
tect local ecosystems, including endan-
gered species; and, of course, to clean
the water that goes to Lake Okee-
chobee and eventually to the Ever-
glades.

This bill, now that we have spent
nearly a billion dollars, will help start
us down the road for potential protec-
tion, and I am proud to work with both
sides of the aisle to make sure that we
get it right.

I believe it is imperative for future
generations that we use this as an op-
portunity to safeguard the investment
that we have made and to protect this
ecosystem for wildlife corridors, for
the enjoyment of Floridians and all
Americans, for the protection of spe-
cies, and to make sure that we are pro-
tecting the Everglades for future gen-
erations.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank, once
again, our Natural Resources Com-
mittee, including Chairman BISHOP,
Ranking Member GRIJALVA, Chairman
McCLINTOCK, Ranking Member
HANABUSA, and Congressman WEBSTER
for working with me on this. With
their support, this legislation could
only be on the floor with them helping
out.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues in
this Chamber to support H.R. 3961.
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Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I am
prepared to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3961 amends the
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act to direct a
study of the Kissimmee River to poten-
tially be added to the National Wild
and Scenic Rivers System.

The designation would prohibit dams
and other projects that would nega-
tively impact the river’s natural condi-
tion, but would not restrict private
land use.

Mr. Speaker, I support the passage of
this bill, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
urge adoption of the bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
McCLINTOCK) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3961, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

EASTERN BAND OF CHEROKEE
HISTORIC LANDS REACQUISITION
ACT

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 146) to take certain Federal
lands in Tennessee into trust for the
benefit of the Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 146

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Eastern Band
of Cherokee Historic Lands Reacquisition Act’’.
SEC. 2. LAND TAKEN INTO TRUST FOR THE EAST-

ERN BAND OF CHEROKEE INDIANS.

(a) LANDS INTO TRUST.—Subject to such rights
of record as may be vested in third parties to
rights-of-way or other easements or rights-of-
record for roads, utilities, or other purposes, the
following Federal lands managed by the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority and located on or above
the 820-foot (MSL) contour elevation in Monroe
County, Tennessee, on the shores of Tellico Res-
ervoir, are declared to be held in trust by the
United States for the use and benefit of the
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians:

(1) SEQUOYAH MUSEUM PROPERTY.—Approxi-
mately 46.0 acres of land generally depicted as
“Sequoyah Museum’, “Parcel 1°, and ‘‘Parcel
2’ on the map titled ‘‘Eastern Band of Cherokee
Historic Lands Reacquisition Map 1°° and dated
April 30, 2015.

(2) SUPPORT PROPERTY.—Approximately 11.9
acres of land generally depicted as ‘‘Support
Parcel” on the map titled ‘“Eastern Band of
Cherokee Historic Lands Reacquisition Map 2°°
and dated April 30, 2015.

(3) CHOTA MEMORIAL PROPERTY AND TANASI
MEMORIAL PROPERTY.—Approximately 18.2 acres
of land generally depicted as ‘“‘Chota Memorial
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17 and ‘“‘Tanasi Memorial’”’ on the map titled
“Eastern Band of Cherokee Historic Lands Re-
acquisition Map 3’ and dated April 30, 2015,
and including the Chota Memorial and all land
within a circle with a radius of 86 feet measured
from the center of the Chota Memorial without
regard to the elevation of the land within the
circle.

(b) PROPERTY ON LANDS.—In addition to the
land taken into trust by subsection (a), the im-
provements on and appurtenances thereto, in-
cluding memorials, are and shall remain the
property of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans.

(c) REVISED MAPS.—Not later than one year
after the date of a land transaction made pursu-
ant to this section, the Tennessee Valley Au-
thority, after consultation with the Eastern
Band of Cherokee Indians and the Secretary of
the Interior, shall submit revised maps that de-
pict the land taken into trust under this section,
including any corrections made to the maps de-
scribed in this section to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Indian Affairs of the Sen-
ate.

(d) CONTOUR ELEVATION CLARIFICATION.—The
contour elevations referred to in this Act are
based on MSL Datum as established by the NGS
Southeastern Supplementary Adjustment of 1936
(NGVD29).

(e) CONDITIONS.—The lands taken into trust
under this section shall be subject to the condi-
tions described in section 5.

SEC. 3. PERMANENT EASEMENTS TAKEN INTO
TRUST FOR THE EASTERN BAND OF
CHEROKEE INDIANS.

(a) PERMANENT EASEMENTS.—The following
permanent easements for land below the 820-foot
(MSL) contour elevation for the following Fed-
eral lands in Monroe County, Tennessee, on the
shores of Tellico Reservoir, are declared to be
held in trust by the United States for the benefit
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians:

(1) CHOTA PENINSULA.—Approximately 8.5
acres of land generally depicted as ‘‘Chota Me-
morial 2’ on the map titled ‘‘Eastern Band of
Cherokee Historic Lands Reacquisition Map 3’
and dated April 30, 2015.

(2) CHOTA-TANASI TRAIL.—Approximately 11.4
acres of land generally depicted as ‘‘Chota-
Tanasi Trail”” on the map titled ‘‘Eastern Band
of Cherokee Historic Lands Reacquisition Map
3" and dated April 30, 2015.

(b) REVISED MAPS.—Not later than one year
after the date of a land transaction made pursu-
ant to this section, the Tennessee Valley Au-
thority, after consultation with the Eastern
Band of Cherokee Indians and the Secretary of
the Interior, shall submit to the Committee on
Natural Resources of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Indian Affairs of the
Senate revised maps that depict the lands sub-
ject to easements taken into trust under this sec-
tion, including any corrections necessary to the
maps described in this section.

(c) CONDITIONS.—The lands subject to ease-
ments taken into trust under this section shall
be subject to the use rights and conditions de-
scribed in section 5.

SEC. 4. TRUST ADMINISTRATION AND PURPOSES.

(a) APPLICABLE LAWS.—Except as described in
section 5, the lands subject to this Act shall be
administered under the laws and regulations
generally applicable to lands and interests in
lands held in trust on behalf of Indian tribes.

(b) USE OF LAND.—Except the lands described
in section 2(a)(2), the lands subject to this Act
shall be used principally for memorializing and
interpreting the history and culture of Indians
and recreational activities, including manage-
ment, operation, and conduct of programs of
and for—

(1) the Sequoyah birthplace memorial and mu-
seum;

(2) the memorials to Chota and Tanasi as
former capitals of the Cherokees;
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(3) the memorial and place of reinterment for
remains of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans and other Cherokee tribes, including those
transferred to the Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians and other Cherokee tribes and those
human remains and cultural items transferred
by the Tennessee Valley Authority to those
Cherokee tribes under the Native American
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (25
U.S.C. 3001 et seq.); and

(4) interpreting the Trail of Tears National
Historic Trail.

(c) USE OF SUPPORT PROPERTY.—The land de-
scribed in section 2(a)(2) shall be used prin-
cipally for the support of lands subject to this
Act and the programs offered by the Tribe relat-
ing to such lands and their purposes including—

(1) classrooms and conference rooms;

(2) cultural interpretation and education pro-
grams;

(3) temporary housing of guests participating
in such programs or the management of the
properties and programs; and

(4) headquarters offices and support space for
the trust properties and programs.

(d) LAND USE.—The principal purposes of the
use of the land described in section 3(a)—

(1) paragraph (1), shall be for a recreational
trail from the general vicinity of the parking lot
to the area of the Chota Memorial and beyond
to the southern portion of the peninsula, includ-
ing interpretive signs, benches, and other com-
patible improvements; and

(2) paragraph (2), shall be for a recreational
trail between the Chota and Tanasi Memorials,
including interpretive signs, benches, and other
compatible improvements.

SEC. 5. USE RIGHTS, CONDITIONS.

(a) FLOODING OF LAND AND ROADS.—The Ten-
nessee Valley Authority may temporarily and
intermittently flood the lands subject to this Act
that lie below the 824-foot (MSL) contour ele-
vation and the road access to such lands that lie
below the 824-foot (MSL) contour elevation.

(b) FACILITIES AND STRUCTURES.—The Eastern
Band of Cherokee Indians may construct, own,
operate, and maintain—

(1) water wuse facilities and mnonhabitable
structures, facilities, and improvements not sub-
ject to serious damage if temporarily flooded on
the land adjoining the Tellico Reservoir side of
the lands subject to this Act that lie between the
815-foot and 820-foot (MSL) contour elevations,
but only after having received written consent
from the Tennessee Valley Authority and sub-
ject to the terms of such approval; and

(2) water use facilities between the 815-foot
(MSL) contour elevations on the Tellico Res-
ervoir side of the lands subject to this Act and
the adjacent waters of Tellico Reservoir and in
and on such waters after having received writ-
ten consent from the Tennessee Valley Author-
ity and subject to the terms of such approval,
but may mot construct, own, operate, or main-
tain other monhabitable structures, facilities,
and improvements on such lands.

(c) INGRESS AND EGRESS.—The Eastern Band
of Cherokee Indians may use the lands subject
to this Act and Tellico Reservoir for ingress and
egress to and from such land and the waters of
the Tellico Reservoir and to and from all struc-
tures, facilities, and improvements maintained
in, on, or over such land or waters.

(d) RIVER CONTROL AND DEVELOPMENT.—The
use rights under this section may not be exer-
cised so as to interfere in any way with the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority’s statutory program for
river control and development.

(e) TVA AUTHORITIES.—Nothing in this Act
shall be construed to affect the right of the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority to—

(1) draw down Tellico Reservoir;

(2) fluctuate the water level thereof as may be
necessary for its management of the Reservoir;
or

(3) permanently flood lands adjacent to lands
subject to this Act that lie below the 815-foot
(MSL) contour elevation.
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(f) RIGHT OF ENTRY.—The lands subject to
this Act shall be subject to a reasonable right of
entry by the personnel of the Tennessee Valley
Authority and agents of the Tennessee Valley
Authority operating in their official capacities
as necessary for purposes of carrying out the
Tennessee Valley Authority’s statutory program
for river control and development.

(9) ENTRY ONTO LAND.—To the extent that
the Tennessee Valley Authority’s operations on
the lands subject to this Act do not unreason-
ably interfere with the Easterm Band of Cher-
okee Indians’ maintenance of an appropriate
setting for the memorialization of Cherokee his-
tory or culture on the lands and its operations
on the lands, the Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians shall allow the Tennessee Valley Author-
ity to enter the lands to clear, ditch, dredge, and
drain said lands and apply larvicides and
chemicals thereon or to conduct bank protection
work and erect structures necessary in the pro-
motion and furtherance of public health, flood
control, and navigation.

(h) LOSS OF HYDROPOWER CAPACITY.—AIll fu-
ture development of the lands subject to this Act
shall be subject to compensation to the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority for loss of hydropower
capacity as provided in the Tennessee Valley
Authority Flood Control Storage Loss Guideline,
unless agreed to otherwise by the Tennessee
Valley Authority.

(i) PROTECTION FROM LIABILITY.—The United
States shall not be liable for any loss or damage
resulting from—

(1) the temporary and intermittent flooding of
lands subject to this Act;

(2) the permanent flooding of adjacent lands
as provided in this section;

(3) wave action in Tellico Reservoir; or

(4) fluctuation of water levels for purposes of
managing Tellico Reservoir.

(j) CONTINUING RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Ten-
nessee Valley Authority shall—

(1) retain sole and exclusive Federal responsi-
bility and liability to fund and implement any
environmental remediation requirements that
are required under applicable Federal or State
law for any land or interest in land to be taken
into trust under this Act, as well as the assess-
ments under paragraph (2) to identify the type
and quantity of any potential hazardous sub-
stances on the lands;

(2) prior to the acquisition in trust, carry out
an assessment and notify the Secretary of the
Interior and the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans whether any hazardous substances were
stored on the lands and, if so, whether those
substances—

(A) were stored for 1 year or more on the
lands;

(B) were known to have been released on the
lands; or

(C) were known to have been disposed of on
the lands; and

(3) if the assessment under paragraph (2)
shows that hazardous substances were stored,
released, or disposed of on the lands, include in
its notice under paragraph (2) to the Secretary
of the Interior and the Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians—

(A) the type and quantity of such hazardous
substances;

(B) the time at which such storage, release, or
disposal took place on the lands; and

(C) a description of any remedial actions, if
any, taken on the lands.

SEC. 6. LANDS SUBJECT TO THE ACT.

For the purposes of this Act, the term ‘“‘lands
subject to this Act’” means lands and interests in
lands (including easements) taken into trust for
the benefit of the Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians pursuant to or under this Act.

SEC. 7. GAMING PROHIBITION.

No class II or class III gaming, as defined in
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act (25 U.S.C.
2701 et seq.), shall be conducted on lands subject
to this Act.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) and the
gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms.
HANABUSA) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, the Band BREastern of
Cherokee Indians is a relatively small
Tribe located in the Great Smoky
Mountains of western North Carolina
and is headquartered in Cherokee,
North Carolina. The Tribe’s reserva-
tion covers over 51,000 acres in a region
known as the Qualla Boundary.

After the completion of the Tellico
Dam in Loudon County, Tennessee, in
1979, the Tribe continued in active
communication with the Tennessee
Valley Authority on any areas im-
pacted that the Tribe believed was of
historical significance to them.

H.R. 146 would place approximately
96 acres of Tennessee Valley Authority
land in Monroe County, Tennessee,
along the shores of the Little Ten-
nessee River and Tellico Reservoir into
trust for the benefit of the Eastern
Band of Cherokee Indians.

Gaming pursuant to the Indian Gam-
ing Regulatory Act would be prohib-
ited. Most of the parcels to be placed in
trust under this bill will be used for
memorializing and interpreting the
history of the Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians, and the remaining par-
cels will be used for recreational trails.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of the
measure, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the Eastern Band of
Cherokee Indians is one of three feder-
ally recognized Cherokee Tribes. Their
ancestral homeland includes substan-
tial parts of seven Eastern States, in-
cluding Tennessee.

In 1979, the completion of the Tellico
Dam by the Tennessee Valley Author-
ity caused a large area of their ances-
tral lands along the Little Tennessee
River to be flooded, covering many his-
toric Tribal sites.

The Cherokee can never recover
those flooded lands, but there are other
sites in the area that are in need of
protection and preservation.

H.R. 146 aids in this cause by trans-
ferring approximately 76 acres of his-
torically significant lands from the
TVA to the United States to be held in
trust for the Eastern Band of Cherokee.
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This would give the Eastern Band
greater control over their historic
homelands as well as the opportunity
to memorialize the history and culture
of the Cherokee people.

I support this legislation and urge
my colleagues to vote in favor of this
bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
FLEISCHMANN), the author of this meas-
ure, a tireless advocate for the State of
Tennessee.

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the chairman for yielding, and
the ranking member. I appreciate the
great opportunity to address the House
today.

Mr. Speaker, I have spent a lot of
time in this Chamber over the past 8
years, sometimes in sorrow when we
have come together as a nation, some-
times in celebration, a lot of highs and
lows, but tonight is a very special
night as I offer the Eastern Band Cher-
okee Historic Lands Reacquisition Act.

It is special for a lot of reasons, be-
cause in my district, I represent an
east Tennessee district of 11 wonderful
counties, outstanding people, but I re-
ceived a contact years ago from the
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, and
they came to me, and they said: Con-
gressman, will you please help us with
a situation, with a problem, with a
promise that was made and a promise
that was unfulfilled to us? So I sat
down with the Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians. They are from North
Carolina, a sister State to Tennessee.

They told me the story. And, of
course, we know the story of the Trail
of Tears, where over 15,000 Cherokee
were forcibly removed from their home
in east Tennessee out West. Some
avoided capture and stayed in this
area, and they remain today. Some
came back from the West and now are
in a vibrant community in North Caro-
lina.

But the sadness of this broken prom-
ise, another broken promise to our Na-
tive Americans, was something that
was staggering, because there is a place
called Tanasi, T-A-N-A-S-I. Sound fa-
miliar? That is what the great State of
Tennessee, that area I represent, was
named after, but this was the Cherokee
capital in Monroe County, the area I
represent today.

Well, they were promised, a long
time ago and a short time ago, that
they would have the return of these 76
key acres. It is amazing. Even today,
as I have fought for our Native Ameri-
cans in our great State of Tennessee,
we had to overcome stereotypes. Peo-
ple said: Oh, gosh, they want to have a
casino.

We said: No. This is a return of their
sacred homeland over their sacred cap-
ital.

So in this legislation, there is a no-
gaming provision.

This should be something that Mem-
bers on both sides of the aisle, Repub-
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licans and Democrats, embrace as a
matter of civil liberties, as a matter of
doing the right thing, as a matter of
keeping our broken promises made for
a change.

What are we going to do with this
land? We are going to honor Sequoia,
as we do in this great capital, we are
going to honor Cherokee culture.

What is great about this bill is our
surrounding counties in Monroe Coun-
ty, where this exists, in McMinn Coun-
ty, in Polk County, counties I rep-
resent, the local people want this. They
want to bring the Cherokee back and
honor the Cherokee.

Can this undo the foils of history
that happened to the Cherokee? No, it
cannot. But this bill, in some meaning-
ful way, can restore the Cherokee
homeland to them, their capital to
them. This is something I think all
Americans can and should embrace.

In this great people’s House in which
we all serve, this is something that we
all can vote for and all embrace. Keep
this broken promise that was long
overdue, honor Cherokee tradition, and
do something that is really right for all
Americans.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to do what we
have done, embrace this bill, embrace
this opportunity, and honor a great
tradition in America, the Cherokee Na-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues
on both sides of this aisle, I thank my
constituents at home for the privilege
of representing the great State of Ten-
nessee, and I thank my friends in the
Cherokee Nation for asking that
Tanasi be brought home where it be-
longs.

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, may 1
inquire if the gentleman from Cali-
fornia has any more speakers?

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I am
prepared to close.

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, I will
close.

Mr. Speaker, I support this legisla-
tion and urge my colleagues to vote in
favor of this great bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
ask for adoption of the measure, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
McCLINTOCK) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 146, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.
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JAMES K. POLK PRESIDENTIAL
HOME STUDY ACT

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 443) to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to study the suitability
and feasibility of designating the
James K. Polk Home in Columbia, Ten-
nessee, as a unit of the National Park
System, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 443

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘James K.
Polk Presidential Home Study Act’’.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) in 1961, the James K. Polk Home was
designated as a National Historic Landmark;
and

(2) in April 2015, the National Park Service
completed a reconnaissance survey of the
James K. Polk Home, in which the National
Park Service—

(A) determined that—

(i) the James K. Polk Home is conclusively
nationally significant; and

(ii) a special resource study is needed to
fully analyze the suitability, feasibility, and
need for management of the James K. Polk
Home by the National Park Service; and

(B) recommended that Congress consider
authorizing a special resource study for the
James K. Polk Home and associated prop-
erties.

SEC. 3. STUDY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the In-
terior (referred to in this Act as the ‘‘Sec-
retary’’) shall conduct a special resource
study of the site of the James K. Polk Home
in Columbia, Tennessee, and adjacent prop-
erty (referred to in this Act as the ‘‘site”’).

(b) CRITERIA.—The Secretary shall conduct
the study under subsection (a) in accordance
with section 100507 of title 54, United States
Code.

(c) CONTENTS.—In conducting the study
under subsection (a), the Secretary shall—

(1) evaluate the national significance of
the site;

(2) determine the suitability and feasi-
bility of designating the site as a unit of the
National Park System;

(3) include cost estimates for any nec-
essary acquisition, development, operation,
and maintenance of the site;

(4) consult with interested Federal, State,
or local governmental entities, private and
nonprofit organizations, or other interested
individuals; and

(5) identify alternatives for the manage-
ment, administration, and protection of the
site.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after
the date on which funds are made available
to carry out the study under subsection (a),
the Secretary shall submit to the Committee
on Natural Resources of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources of the Senate a report
that describes—

(1) the findings and conclusions of the
study; and

(2) any recommendations of the Secretary.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) and the
gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms.
HANABUSA) each will control 20 min-
utes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MCcCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

O 1730

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, President James K.
Polk lived in Columbia, Tennessee,
from 1819 until 1824. Other than the
White House itself, the Columbia, Ten-
nessee, site is the only surviving resi-
dence of our 11th President. It is the
repository of many original artifacts
from his life.

Although he served a single term,
Polk left our Nation with a remarkable
legacy of public accomplishments, in-
cluding expansion of our Western terri-
tories and the establishment of the
U.S. Naval Academy. My home State of
California owes him a particular debt
of gratitude.

Indeed, he made four campaign prom-
ises and, in 4 years, he fulfilled all four.

President Polk left office in 1849, and
returned to Nashville, Tennessee,
where he lived for 3 months before his
death.

The James K. Polk home in Colum-
bia, Tennessee, was designated as a na-
tional historic landmark in 1961. In
April of 2015, the National Park Service
completed a reconnaissance survey of
the home and determined that the site
warrants a special resource study.

H.R. 443 would authorize the special
resource study of the James K. Polk
home to evaluate its national signifi-
cance and the suitability and feasi-
bility for a potential designation of the
area as a unit of the National Park
Service.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of the
measure, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 443 authorizes the
Secretary of the Interior to study the
suitability of designating the James K.
Polk home in Columbia, Tennessee, as
a unit of the National Park System.
The home is the only surviving resi-
dence of our 11th President, President
Polk, and contains over 1,300 artifacts
and original documents.

The National Park Service has pre-
viously testified in support of this bill.
I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting the bill and helping us preserve
an important part of our Nation’s his-
tory.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCcCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
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the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
DESJARLAIS), the author of this meas-
ure and another tireless advocate for
Tennessee.

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, as
mentioned, the James K. Polk Presi-
dential Home Study Act would require
the Department of the Interior to
study adding our 11th President’s only
surviving residence to the National
Park Service. The aim of my bill is to
help the charity that currently main-
tains the property in Columbia, Ten-
nessee, to preserve it for future genera-
tions.

Two hundred years ago, Columbia
was a frontier town in a new State. No-
body knew the United States would
eventually stretch from sea to shining
sea, but James Polk had confidence
and vision.

He was a country lawyer who rose
from the Tennessee State house to the
Governor’s office, then to the House of
Representatives here in Congress.
James Polk was the only Speaker of
the House to ever be elected President.

Polk oversaw the establishment of
the U.S. Naval Academy, the Smithso-
nian Institution, and the Department
of the Interior.

Most importantly, he fulfilled his
promise to Western settlers to expand
the country’s boundaries to the Pa-
cific. Without James Polk’s contribu-
tions, the United States might not
look like it does today, a strong, pros-
perous Nation spanning a continent.

The outcome was not always certain;
however, today, we enjoy the fruits of
President Polk’s often overlooked leg-
acy. Many historians consider him to
be the most successful pre-Civil War
President. People in Columbia consider
him a local hero. He is a national hero
and deserves a place of honor in our
National Park System.

I appreciate Representative MARSHA
BLACKBURN’s support for my legislation
to accomplish this goal. I also thank
Senator LAMAR ALEXANDER, who has
offered companion legislation in the
Senate, and we all anticipate progress.

I want to thank the Columbia city
leaders and the many volunteers who
have tirelessly worked on this project
and helped bring this issue to my at-
tention. We all look forward to its con-
tinued prosperity and recognition.

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, if I
may inquire as to whether the gen-
tleman from California has any more
speakers.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I am
prepared to close. I reserve the balance
of my time.

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting this bill and helping us pre-
serve an important part of our Nation’s
history.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Again, I want to thank the gentle-
woman from Hawaii (Ms. HANABUSA)
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for her support, and I ask for adoption
of the measure.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
McCLINTOCK) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 443.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

NATIONAL MEMORIAL TO FALLEN
EDUCATORS ACT

Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 167) to designate a National Me-
morial to Fallen Educators at the Na-
tional Teachers Hall of Fame in Empo-
ria, Kansas.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 167

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National
Memorial to Fallen Educators Act’’.

SEC. 2. DESIGNATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The memorial to fallen
educators located at the National Teachers
Hall of Fame in Emporia, Kansas, is des-
ignated as the ‘‘National Memorial to Fallen
Educators”.

(b) EFFECT OF DESIGNATION.—The national
memorial designated by this section is not a
unit of the National Park System and the
designation of the National Memorial to
Fallen Educators shall not require or permit
Federal funds to be expended for any purpose
related to that national memorial.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK) and the
gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms.
HANABUSA) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, S. 167 designates the ex-
isting memorial to fallen educators at
the National Teachers Hall of Fame in
Emporia, Kansas, as the National Me-
morial to Fallen Educators.

We all know the life-inspiring and
life-changing role that teachers play in
each of our lives. I dare say that we, all
of us, have had teachers whose influ-
ence looms large through our lives be-
cause of something they once did to in-
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spire, motivate, or equip us for the
lives we lead through the decades that
follow.

Often, their influence on us only be-
comes obvious as we look back on their
role in our lives through the perspec-
tive of the years, by which time we
have often lost them or lost touch with
them. It is through official acts like
this before us today that we can ex-
press our gratitude, if not individually,
then collectively as a Nation.

I would also like to say, on a per-
sonal note, that our daughter,
Shannah, began her career as a first
grade teacher, and her mother and I
couldn’t be more proud of her.

The bill before us today is a small
token of recognition to a small group
of teachers, who not only dedicated
their lives to teaching, but who gave
their lives during the performance of
their duties.

On June 12, 2014, the National Teach-
ers Hall of Fame in Emporia, Kansas,
dedicated the memorial to the 119 edu-
cators who have lost their lives while
teaching since 1764.

This bill gives Federal recognition to
this memorial, while retaining it under
the jurisdiction of the National Teach-
ers Hall of Fame. No taxpayer money
will be used for it, and management
will not be transferred to the National
Park Service. But the bill will give of-
ficial Federal recognition to it as a
small token of respect and apprecia-
tion from the American people.

I urge adoption of the measure, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, S. 167 establishes Fed-
eral designation to an existing memo-
rial recognizing fallen educators from
across our country at the National
Teachers Hall of Fame in Emporia,
Kansas.

The Fallen Educators Memorial cur-
rently includes the names of educators
and faculty from Columbine to Sandy
Hook and many others who have lost
their lives while serving our Nation’s
youth. The bill’s designation will serve
to further honor the countless edu-
cators that have given everything
while on the job.

I support this legislation, and urge
my colleagues to vote in favor of pass-
ing this bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, 1
yvield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

This concludes six bills, all bipar-
tisan, that have been reported out by
the Natural Resources Committee
today, and I think that is worthy of
note. I want to again thank my Demo-
cratic colleague, Ms. HANABUSA, for her
support and bipartisan cooperation on
these measures. I urge adoption of the
bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
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McCLINTOCK) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, S. 167.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 40 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
O 1830
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. POE of Texas) at 6 o’clock
and 30 minutes p.m.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 5192, PROTECTING CHILDREN
FROM IDENTITY THEFT ACT

Mr. NEWHOUSE, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 115-640) on the
resolution (H. Res. 830) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5192) to
authorize the Commissioner of Social
Security to provide confirmation of
fraud protection data to certain per-
mitted entities, and for other purposes,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 5444, TAXPAYER FIRST ACT,
AND PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 5445, 21ST CEN-
TURY IRS ACT

Mr. NEWHOUSE, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 115-641) on the
resolution (H. Res. 831) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5444) to
amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to modernize and improve the In-
ternal Revenue Service, and for other
purposes, and providing for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 5445) to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
improve cybersecurity and taxpayer
identity protection, and modernize the
information technology of the Internal
Revenue Service, and for other pur-
poses, which was referred to the House
Calendar and ordered to be printed.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
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will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H.R. 146, by the yeas and nays; and

S. 167, by the yeas and nays;

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. The second
electronic vote will be conducted as a
5-minute vote.

————

EASTERN BAND OF CHEROKEE
HISTORIC LANDS REACQUISITION
ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 146) to take certain Federal
lands in Tennessee into trust for the
benefit of the Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians, and for other purposes, as
amended, on which the yeas and nays
were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
McCLINTOCK) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, as amended.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 383, nays 2,
not voting 44, as follows:

[Roll No. 140]

YEAS—383

Abraham Chabot Emmer
Adams Cheney Engel
Aderholt Chu, Judy Eshoo
Aguilar Cicilline Espaillat
Allen Clark (MA) Estes (KS)
Amodei Clarke (NY) Esty (CT)
Arrington Clay Evans
Babin Cleaver Faso
Bacon Clyburn Ferguson
Banks (IN) Coffman Fitzpatrick
Barletta Cohen Fleischmann
Barr Cole Flores
Barragan Collins (GA) Fortenberry
Barton Collins (NY) Foster
Beatty Comer Foxx
Bera Comstock Frelinghuysen
Bergman Conaway Fudge
Beyer Connolly Gabbard
Biggs Cook Gaetz
Bilirakis Cooper Gallagher
Bishop (GA) Correa Gallego
Bishop (MI) Costa Garamendi
Bishop (UT) Courtney Garrett
Blackburn Crawford Gianforte
Blum Crist Gibbs
Blumenauer Crowley Gohmert
Blunt Rochester  Cuellar Gomez
Bonamici Culberson Gonzalez (TX)
Bost Cummings Goodlatte
Boyle, Brendan Curtis Gosar

F. Davidson Granger
Brady (TX) Davis (CA) Graves (GA)
Brat Davis, Danny Graves (LA)

Brooks (AL) Davis, Rodney Graves (MO)

Brooks (IN) DeFazio Green, Al
Brown (MD) DeGette Green, Gene
Brownley (CA) Delaney Griffith
Buchanan DeLauro Grijalva
Buck DelBene Grothman
Bucshon Demings Guthrie
Budd Denham Hanabusa
Burgess Dent Handel
Bustos DeSaulnier Harper
Byrne DesJarlais Harris
Calvert Deutch Hartzler
Capuano Dingell Hastings
Cardenas Doggett Heck

Carson (IN) Doyle, Michael Hensarling
Carter (GA) F. Herrera Beutler
Carter (TX) Duncan (SC) Hice, Jody B.

Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)

Duncan (TN)
Dunn
Ellison

Higgins (LA)
Higgins (NY)
Hill

Himes
Holding
Hollingsworth
Hoyer
Hudson
Huffman
Huizenga
Hultgren
Hunter
Hurd
Issa
Jackson Lee
Jeffries
Jenkins (KS)
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Kaptur
Katko
Keating
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Khanna
Kihuen
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kinzinger
Knight
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster (NH)
Kustoff (TN)
Labrador
LaHood
LaMalfa
Lamb
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
Lawrence
Lawson (FL)
Lee
Levin
Lewis (GA)
Lewis (MN)
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren
Long
Loudermilk
Love
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan, Ben Ray
Lynch
MacArthur
Maloney,
Carolyn B.
Marchant
Marino
Marshall
Massie
Mast
Matsui
McCarthy

Amash

Bass

Black

Brady (PA)
Bridenstine
Butterfield
Carbajal
Costello (PA)
Cramer
Curbelo (FL)
DeSantis
Diaz-Balart
Donovan
Duffy
Frankel (FL)
Gottheimer
Gowdy

McCaul
McClintock
McCollum
McEachin
McGovern
McHenry
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
Meadows
Meehan
Meeks
Messer
Mitchell
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Moore
Moulton
Mullin
Murphy (FL)
Nadler
Napolitano
Newhouse
Nolan
Norcross
Norman
Nunes
O’Halleran
O’Rourke
Palazzo
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Paulsen
Payne
Pearce
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Perry
Peters
Peterson
Pingree
Poe (TX)
Poliquin
Polis
Posey
Price (NC)
Quigley
Raskin
Ratcliffe
Reed
Reichert
Renacci
Rice (SC)
Roby
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rokita
Rooney, Thomas
J.
Ros-Lehtinen
Rosen
Roskam
Ross
Rothfus
Rouzer
Roybal-Allard
Royce (CA)
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Russell
Rutherford
Ryan (OH)
Sanchez
Sanford

NAYS—2
Pittenger

Gutiérrez

Jayapal

Jenkins (WV)

Johnson (OH)

Kelly (IL)

Kennedy

Lamborn

Lujan Grisham,
M.

Maloney, Sean

McSally

Meng

Neal

Noem

Olson

Pascrell
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Sarbanes
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Schrader
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sewell (AL)
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Sinema
Sires
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smucker
Soto
Speier
Stefanik
Stewart
Stivers
Suozzi
Swalwell (CA)
Takano
Taylor
Tenney
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tipton
Tonko
Torres
Trott
Turner
Upton
Valadao
Vargas
Veasey
Vela
Velazquez
Visclosky
Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walker
Walorski
Walters, Mimi
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters, Maxine
Watson Coleman
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Welch
Wenstrup
Westerman
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Woodall
Yarmuth
Yoder
Yoho
Young (AK)
Young (IA)
Zeldin

NOT VOTING—44

Pocan

Rice (NY)
Richmond
Rohrabacher
Rooney, Francis
Rush

Scalise
Shea-Porter
Smith (WA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus

Tsongas

Wilson (FL)
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Messrs. CARSON of Indiana and
KING of New York changed their vote
from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.”

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

NATIONAL MEMORIAL TO FALLEN
EDUCATORS ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 167) to designate a National Me-
morial to Fallen Educators at the Na-
tional Teachers Hall of Fame in Empo-
ria, Kansas, on which the yeas and
nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
McCLINTOCK) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill.

This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 384, nays 1,
not voting 44, as follows:

[Roll No. 141]

YEAS—384

Abraham Cheney Engel
Adams Chu, Judy Eshoo
Aderholt Cicilline Espaillat
Aguilar Clark (MA) Estes (KS)
Allen Clarke (NY) Esty (CT)
Amodei Clay Evans
Arrington Cleaver Faso
Babin Clyburn Ferguson
Bacon Coffman Fitzpatrick
Banks (IN) Cohen Fleischmann
Barletta Cole Flores
Barr Collins (GA) Fortenberry
Barragan Collins (NY) Foster
Barton Comer Foxx
Beatty Comstock Frelinghuysen
Bera Conaway Fudge
Bergman Connolly Gabbard
Beyer Cook Gaetz
Biggs Cooper Gallagher
Bilirakis Correa Gallego
Bishop (GA) Costa Garamendi
Bishop (MI) Courtney Garrett
Bishop (UT) Crawford Gianforte
Blackburn Crist Gibbs
Blum Crowley Gohmert
Blumenauer Cuellar Gomez
Blunt Rochester  Culberson Gonzalez (TX)
Bonamici Cummings Goodlatte
Bost Curtis Gosar
Boyle, Brendan Davidson Granger

F Davis (CA) Graves (GA)

Brady (TX) Dayvis, Danny Graves (LA)
Brat Davis, Rodney Graves (MO)
Brooks (AL) DeFazio Green, Al
Brooks (IN) DeGette Green, Gene
Brown (MD) Delaney Griffith
Brownley (CA) DeLauro Grijalva
Buchanan DelBene Grothman
Buck Demings Guthrie
Bucshon Denham Hanabusa
Budd Dent Handel
Burgess DeSaulnier Harper
Bustos DesJarlais Harris

Byrne Deutch Hartzler
Calvert Dingell Hastings
Capuano Doggett Heck
Cardenas Doyle, Michael Hensarling
Carson (IN) F. Herrera Beutler
Carter (GA) Duncan (SC) Hice, Jody B.

Carter (TX)

Duncan (TN)

Higgins (LA)

Cartwright Dunn Higgins (NY)
Castro (TX) Ellison Hill
Chabot Emmer Himes
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Holding
Hollingsworth
Hoyer
Hudson
Huffman
Huizenga
Hultgren
Hunter
Hurd
Issa
Jackson Lee
Jeffries
Jenkins (KS)
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Kaptur
Katko
Keating
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Khanna
Kihuen
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kinzinger
Knight
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster (NH)
Kustoff (TN)
Labrador
LaHood
LaMalfa
Lamb
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
Lawrence
Lawson (FL)
Lee
Levin
Lewis (GA)
Lewis (MN)
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren
Long
Loudermilk
Love
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan, Ben Ray
Lynch
MacArthur
Maloney,
Carolyn B.
Marchant
Marino
Marshall
Massie
Mast
Matsui
McCarthy
McCaul

Bass

Black

Brady (PA)
Bridenstine
Butterfield
Carbajal
Castor (FL)
Costello (PA)
Cramer
Curbelo (FL)
DeSantis
Diaz-Balart
Donovan
Duffy
Frankel (FL)

MecClintock
McCollum
McEachin
McGovern
McHenry
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
Meadows
Meehan
Meeks
Messer
Mitchell
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Moore
Moulton
Mullin
Murphy (FL)
Nadler
Napolitano
Newhouse
Nolan
Norcross
Norman
Nunes
O’Halleran
O’Rourke
Palazzo
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Paulsen
Payne
Pearce
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Perry
Peters
Peterson
Pingree
Pittenger
Poe (TX)
Poliquin
Polis
Posey
Price (NC)
Quigley
Raskin
Ratcliffe
Reed
Reichert
Renacci
Rice (SC)
Richmond
Roby
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rokita
Rooney, Thomas
J.
Ros-Lehtinen
Rosen
Roskam
Ross
Rothfus
Rouzer
Roybal-Allard
Royce (CA)
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Russell
Rutherford
Ryan (OH)
Sanchez

NAYS—1
Amash

Gottheimer
Gowdy
Gutiérrez
Jayapal
Jenkins (WV)
Johnson (OH)
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy
Lamborn
Lujan Grisham,
M.

Maloney, Sean
McSally

Meng

Neal
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Sanford
Sarbanes
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Schrader
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sewell (AL)
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Sinema
Sires
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smucker
Soto
Speier
Stefanik
Stewart
Stivers
Suozzi
Swalwell (CA)
Takano
Taylor
Tenney
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tipton
Tonko
Torres
Trott
Turner
Upton
Valadao
Vargas
Veasey
Vela
Velazquez
Visclosky
Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walker
Walorski
Walters, Mimi
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters, Maxine
Watson Coleman
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Welch
Wenstrup
Westerman
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Woodall
Yarmuth
Yoder
Yoho
Young (AK)
Young (IA)
Zeldin

NOT VOTING—44

Noem

Olson

Pascrell

Pocan

Rice (NY)
Rohrabacher
Rooney, Francis
Rush

Scalise
Shea-Porter
Smith (WA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus

Tsongas

Wilson (FL

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.

J 1903

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoid-
ably detained. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yea” on rollcall No. 140 and
“yea” on rollcall No. 141.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, had | been
presnt for rollcall vote 140 and rollcall vote
141 on Monday, April 16, 2018, | would have
voted “aye” on both.

—————

RESIGNATION AS CHAPLAIN OF
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. HIG-
GINS of Louisiana) laid before the
House the following resignation from
the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CHAPLAIN
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, 15 April 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker, U.S. Capitol.

DEAR PAUL, the Peace of Christ! As you
have requested, I hereby offer my resigna-
tion as the 60th Chaplain of the United
States House of Representatives. It has been
an honor to serve the People’s House for
these nearly seven years. After mutual con-
sideration, it is determined my final day will
be 24 May 2018.

The position is one which I did not seek
nor strive to assume, but I have seen it as a
blessing and I have considered it one of the
great privileges of my life.

I wish all the best for the House of Rep-
resentatives, and for your upcoming search
for a worthy successor in the Office of the
Chaplain.

Sincerely,
PATRICK J. CONROY, S.J.,
Chaplain.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.
There was no objection.

———

MATHEMATICS AND STATISTICS
AWARENESS MONTH

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, April is Mathematics and
Statistics Awareness Month.

President Ronald Reagan designated
this month in 1986. He said, in part:

“Despite the increasing importance
of mathematics to the progress of our
economy and society, enrollment in
mathematics programs has been de-
clining at all levels of the American
educational system.

“Yet the application of mathematics
is indispensable in such diverse fields
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as medicine, computer sciences, space
exploration, the skilled trades, busi-
ness, defense, and government. To help
encourage the study and utilization of
mathematics, it is appropriate that all
Americans be reminded of the impor-
tance of this basic branch of science to
our daily lives.”

Mr. Speaker, these words still reso-
nate today.

Math plays a significant role in ad-
dressing many real-world problems:
internet security, sustainability, dis-
ease, and much more.

Research in these and other areas is
ongoing, revealing new results and ap-
plications every day in fields such as
medicine, manufacturing, energy, bio-
technology, and business.

In our growing technological world,
the study of math and statistics is one
that will continue to be critically im-
portant. Happy Mathematics and Sta-
tistics Awareness Month.

———

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STAND-
ARDS AND TECHNOLOGY CYBER-
SECURITY FRAMEWORK UPDATE

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, today
the National Institute of Standards
and Technology, or NIST, published its
first major update to its heralded cy-
bersecurity framework. Since its re-
lease 4 years ago, countless organiza-
tions have used the framework to vol-
untarily assess their cybersecurity risk
posture, identify gaps, and implement
best practices. This update adds timely
guidance about managing supply chain
cybersecurity risks, like those Russia
exploited to damaging effect with the
NotPetya malware.

Since President Obama first directed
its creation, NIST has employed a col-
laborative approach to developing the
framework with diverse stakeholders
from government, private industry,
academia, and civil society. The revi-
sion process reflects this public-private
partnership, and I thank the NIST
team for their hard work drafting this
update.

I firmly believe that cybersecurity is
not just an IT problem, and the frame-
work’s approach reflects a broader
risk-based decisionmaking process.
However, an understanding of the eco-
nomics of controls is essential if we ex-
pect companies to adopt them volun-
tarily, and I look forward to con-
tinuing my work in this Chamber to
deepen that understanding.

——————

NATIONAL SEXUAL ASSAULT
AWARENESS MONTH

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I want
to draw attention to April as National
Sexual Assault Awareness Month.
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We know this is a problem across the
country. In Minnesota alone, more
than 60,000 Minnesotans are victimized
by sexual violence each year, and of
this number, 80 percent were women
and nearly a third were under the age
of 18.

It is a time to educate the public
about sexual violence and help commu-
nities more effectively prevent it.

It is also important, though, to rec-
ognize the victims’ rights groups, so-
cial workers, healthcare providers, and
law enforcement personnel, who are
working one-on-one with the victims of
sexual violence, helping them seek jus-
tice and repair their lives. Important
organizations like Breaking Free are
helping women escape trafficking,
prostitution, and sexual exploitation.
And Cornerstone, which is running do-
mestic violence crisis hotlines, is help-
ing victims get the assistance that
they need to get back on their feet.

Mr. Speaker, these are some of the
organizations we have in Minnesota
that are providing invaluable services
to the victims at a time when they
need it most.

————

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION’S WAR
ON THE WORKING POOR

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I have
never met a person who wakes up in
the morning and says: I want to be
poor today. That is just not the reality.

Yet my colleagues across the aisle,
and their friends in the White House,
keep pushing this false narrative that
people who rely on government assist-
ance to make ends meet are moochers
who take government handouts and
buy drugs.

Mr. Speaker, in my district, 17.9 per-
cent of households rely on SNAP to
feed their families. They aren’t lazy.
They aren’t addicts. They are hard-
working people, some of them with two
and three jobs, just trying to make
ends meet.

The United States Government
should be making it easier for Ameri-
cans to maintain a decent standard of
living. Let us end this administration’s
war on the working poor and help
make better lives for all of our citi-
zZens.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE AMERICAN ASSO-
CIATION OF ORAL AND MAXILLO-
FACIAL SURGEONS

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the 100th anniver-
sary of the American Association of
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons.
Founded in 1918 by 29 dentists, the or-
ganization has grown to include more
than 9,000 members today.
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Oral and maxillofacial surgery is the
surgical arm of dentistry. These doc-
tors are a critical component of the
medical profession. They practice in a
variety of settings, including private
clinical practice, ambulatory surgery
centers, and hospitals. They also pro-
vide service in academia, the military,
and the research industry. Many of
these surgeons reside and provide crit-
ical patient care in my home State of
Texas.

Mr. Speaker, today, I recognize the
members of the American Association
of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons for
their work, and I offer my support for
their mission to ensure excellence in
patient care by advancing, promoting,
and preserving the specialty of oral and
maxillofacial surgery.

————

INVEST IN AMERICAN WORKERS

(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, according to the Aspen Institute,
from 1996 to 2008, the percentages of
American workers receiving employer-
sponsored training, on-the-job training,
as it were, has fallen by 40 percent.

With a growing skills gap, and Amer-
ican businesses unable to fill 6.3 mil-
lion jobs due to a lack of qualified can-
didates, it is imperative that Congress
incentivizes investments in worker
training. That is why I introduced the
Investing in American Workers Act
last Friday.

This forward-thinking legislation
provides a 20 percent tax credit to
small and midsized companies that in-
crease their investments in worker
training over a given year. Eligible
programs include apprenticeships, spe-
cialized community college courses,
and those offered by employers or in-
dustry associations. This is a win-win
for American employers and employ-
ees, helping American companies com-
pete globally and helping workers ob-
tain higher wages and long-term job se-
curity.

Our workforce is the foundation of
our economy, and we cannot ignore the
consequences of failing, as a country,
to invest in American workers.

————
0 1915
VIII SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS

(Mr. STEWART asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEWART. Mr. Speaker, the VIII
Summit of the Americas was held this
past weekend, April 13 and 14. These
gatherings of government leaders in
the Western Hemisphere are only held
once every 3 years. While together,
they discuss common policy issues;
they affirm shared values; and they
commit to address challenges facing
the Americas. This year the summit
was held in Lima, Peru.

April 16, 2018

Two years ago, I cofounded the Con-
gressional Caucus on Peru with my col-
league from New York, Mr. MEEKS. I
launched the caucus to not only
strengthen the U.S.-Peruvian relation-
ship, but also because Utah has such a
special relationship with Peru. Peru-
vians are the second largest immigrant
group in Utah, and approximately
40,000 are living in our State. Given
that Peru is a major player in trade,
education, and technology in Latin
America, I strongly believe that it is
critical that we maintain a strong con-
nection.

As co-chair of the Peruvian Caucus
and a supporter of stability in the re-
gion, it was wonderful to see these
world leaders commit to strengthening
democracy, while also fighting against
corruption and human rights viola-
tions. I look forward to continued co-
operation among American nation-
states.

I was recently in the region. It is a
beautiful place with beautiful people,
but they are facing severe challenges,
and we want to support them.

———————

NATIONAL SCIENCE BOWL
COMPETITORS

(Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the
hard work of the students and coaches
from two schools in New Jersey’s 12th
District, West Windsor-Plainsboro High
School North and Princeton Charter
School, as they advance to compete in
the 2018 National Science Bowl.

Sponsored by the Department of En-
ergy, the National Science Bowl is a
nationwide academic competition that
tests students’ knowledge in all areas
of science and mathematics. Since its
inception in 1991, it has hosted more
than 275,000 competitors. These tal-
ented young minds from my district
will join those ranks, competing for a
chance to win funding for their respec-
tive schools’ science departments.

I wish the coaches and the teams the
best of luck as they show off their
knowledge, their talent, and their prep-
aration against the country’s future
science stars.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF RUSSELL
JIM

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and memory of
Russell Jim, an elder of the Yakama
Nation, who was highly regarded as a
champion for central Washington’s en-
vironment.

Russell had a deep understanding of
the Yakama Nation’s culture, the re-
gion’s natural resources, and the Han-
ford nuclear site. He spent his life and
career protecting our environment and
advocating for responsible nuclear
waste management.
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He managed the Tribe’s Environ-
mental Restoration and Waste Manage-
ment program for almost 40 years and
served in Tribal leadership for almost
60. Russell was a key player in pre-
venting Hanford from becoming the
Nation’s repository for radioactive
waste, and he received an honorary
doctorate degree from Heritage Univer-
sity for his work.

Russell Jim will be remembered for
his knowledge and passion for the
Yakama Nation and their way of life.
My thoughts are with his family at
this difficult time, and I urge my col-
leagues to join me in honoring his
memory.

———

SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS
MONTH

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as
my colleague has already mentioned,
this 1is Sexual Assault Awareness
Month, a very important statement for
preventing violence against women,
men, boys, and girls. I rise today to say
that it is still of great concern to all of
us, and particularly young women.

One in five women in this country
have been raped, and four out of five
rape victims are under the age of 25.
Girls and young women between the
ages of 16 and 24 experience the highest
rate of intimate partner violence, al-
most triple the national average.

This is the time for us to join to-
gether. In a few weeks, I will be intro-
ducing the reauthorization of the Vio-
lence Against Women Act. It is legisla-
tion that has drawn bipartisan support.

I look forward to the support of my
colleagues, Republicans and Demo-
crats, because it will emphasize crit-
ical services such as transitional hous-
ing, legal assistance, and supervised
visitation services, but, more impor-
tantly, working with the police and
law enforcement community’s prevent-
ative measures and working with out-
reach for boys and men.

Prevention is part of this legislation
as well as protecting our survivors, as
well as educating people against this
dastardly act. I look forward to the in-
troduction of this legislation and those
who will join me—men and women—to
support the reauthorization of the Vio-
lence Against Women Act for 2018.

———

THIS IS THE LAST YEAR AMERI-
CANS WILL FILE UNDER OUR
OLD TAX CODE

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in celebration of the last year
that Americans will ever have to file
under our old, outdated Tax Code.
Starting next year, the Tax Cuts and
Jobs Act will take full effect. That
means the annual hassle associated
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with filing taxes will be done away
with for most Americans, who will be
able to file on a form as simple as a
postcard.

Most Americans will also find the
new, simpler Tax Code will also be
more beneficial to their families finan-
cially. For example, the standard de-
duction will be nearly doubled to
$12,000 for individuals and $24,000 for
families, and the child tax credit is
doubled to $2,000.

Throughout this entire process, some
of my colleagues have attempted to
market this historic tax reform as Ar-
mageddon or the increase they are
going to keep in their paycheck as
crumbs.

Well, people are keeping more of
what they have earned and will con-
tinue to do so as this bill takes full ef-
fect. The flood of bonuses and new in-
vestments in employees by companies
across the U.S. is evidence to the con-
trary of that ‘‘Armageddon” or
“crumbs’ talk.

This time next year, the vast major-
ity of Americans will have a simpler,
more lucrative tax filing process to
look forward to for themselves and
their families.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF KELSEY
MEADOWS

(Mr. KTHUEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIHUEN. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to remember the life of Kelsey
Meadows. Kelsey attended the Route 91
festival in Las Vegas on October 1.

Kelsey was known by her parents as
a miracle child. She went into heart
failure at 6 weeks old, but survived.
Growing up, Kelsey was a tomboy who
chose jeans, boots, fishing, and hunting
over everything else.

She was a gifted teacher who dem-
onstrated a skill and passion for her
career. Kelsey had a sweet spirit and a
love for children. She loved country
music and was a Denver Broncos fan.
Her friends and family will never forget
the big smile she always had on her
face.

I would like to extend my condo-
lences to Kelsey Meadows’ family and
friends. Please know that the city of
Las Vegas, the State of Nevada, and
the whole country grieve with you.

———

TAX REFORM

(Mr. GAETZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, tax day is
a frustrating day for most Americans
because filing taxes is hard. The Tax
Code is extremely long and complex,
and filing taxes is a complicated mess
of forms and paperwork.

American families spend $378 billion
a year on tax preparation. That is
enough money to send every U.S. fam-
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ily to Disney World. As a Floridian, I
think that would be fantastic.

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act will make
things easier next year. This simple
system will allow American families to
see rising income and more economic
opportunity. It will allow businesses to
grow and expand and achieve even
greater economic potential.

I am proud that the Tax Cuts and
Jobs Act was passed, and I look for-
ward to the continuing progress of the
American people.

—————

D.C. RESIDENTS ARE AMERICAN
CITIZENS WHO HAVE OVERPAID
FOR THEIR CITIZENSHIP

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today,
marking the signing of President Lin-
coln’s proclamation freeing slaves in
the Nation’s Capital, is a local holiday
in the District of Columbia. Many D.C.
residents worked anyway.

Activist groups in the District of Co-
lumbia, including DC Vote, brought
residents here, who got more Members
to sign on to our D.C. statehood bill to
end taxation without representation
for D.C. residents, who are number one
per capita in taxes paid to support the
Federal Government, but with no vot-
ing Representatives on this House floor
and no Senators at all.

Even more shameful, as this poster
shows, D.C.’s war casualties have often
outnumbered those of the States, more
than 10 States during the Vietnam war,
for example.

D.C. residents are American citizens
who have overpaid for their citizenship.
It is time for Congress to pay back.

————

COACH CARL IRLBECK INDUCTED
TO THE TEXAS HIGH SCHOOL
BASKETBALL HALL OF FAME

(Mr. ARRINGTON asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the newest inductee
to the Texas High School Basketball
Hall of Fame, my former coach and
dear friend, Carl Irlbeck. Mr. Irlbeck
coached for 48 years, had over 1,000
wins, and was the 1994 Texas Basket-
ball Coach of the Year.

But it is not his win-loss record that
will be most remembered; it is his abil-
ity to shape the character of those he
coached. The best coaches teach us how
to be successful in the game of life
more than any particular sport, and he
did just that for almost five decades.

He taught us that preparation and
perspiration were 90 percent of win-
ning. He preached the importance of
playing as a team, and he modeled
grace in victory as well as defeat. I
still apply the principles I learned as a
Plainview Bulldog under the strong
and loving leadership of Coach Carl
Irlbeck.
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Congratulations to Coach Irlbeck on
a much-deserved honor in the Texas
High School Basketball Hall of Fame.

God bless the Irlbeck family.

Go Bulldogs, and go west Texas.

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND
WORK OF LOU VOLPE

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize a pillar of our
community who has had a profound in-
fluence on the lives of so many stu-
dents in our community in Bucks
County and beyond.

Lou Volpe, who dedicated 44 years of
service to the students of Harry S. Tru-
man High School in my hometown of
Levittown, retired in 2013 as its long-
time theater director.

Recently, Lou was inducted into the
Bucks County Playhouse Hall of Fame,
an event I was honored to attend, join-
ing the likes of Oscar Hammerstein and
Angela Lansbury, among others.

Throughout his esteemed career, Lou
has left an indelible mark on the thou-
sands of students he taught. Under his
leadership, Truman regularly partici-
pated in the Student Theater Festival
at the Bucks County Playhouse.

A pinnacle of his career included a
coveted invitation to the Thespian Fes-
tival at the University of Nebraska for
his production of ‘“Good Boys and
True.”

Mr. Speaker, fortunately for us,
Lou’s legacy will live on with the new
NBC TV series ‘“‘Rise,” of which his
tenure at Truman served as an inspira-
tion.

It is comforting to know that this
theatrical brilliance of Lou’s will live
on in our community and in our Nation
for decades, and I ask all of my col-
leagues in this House of Representa-
tives, Democrat and Republican, to
honor Lou for his incredible service to
our community and to our country.

————
O 1930

HONORING THE LIFE OF OFFICER
KEVIN CROSSLEY

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Whitesboro Police Offi-
cer Kevin Crossley. Officer Crossley
tragically lost his life on Wednesday
night in a car accident while on patrol
in his hometown in the village of
Whitesboro in Oneida County, New
York.

He was a 7T-year member of the
Whitesboro Police Department, after
being hired full time in 2011, while first
serving there as an intern. He also
worked part time as an officer for the
Whitestown Police Department, and
previously served in the Whitestown
Fire Department.
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Growing up in Whitesboro, Officer
Crossley knew almost everyone in the
village. The community loved and
trusted him. His whole life’s dream was
to protect and serve the community
and its residents. He arrived at work
every day with a smile on his face and
a positive attitude.

Through numerous local and county
police salutes, community processions,
and testimonials from friends and fam-
ily, it is clear how much Officer
Crossley was beloved by his colleagues
and our entire community. Officer
Crossley’s service, dedication, and love
for our community was unparalleled,
and we cannot thank him enough for
his honorable service.

Law enforcement officers put their
lives on the line every day to ensure
the safety of our families and our com-
munities. We are eternally grateful for
their dedication and service to our Na-
tion.

Officer Kevin Crossley is a hero, and
the village of Whitesboro and all of us
were blessed by his honorable service
to us. We offer our deepest condolences
to his family and friends and col-
leagues on the loss of a dear friend and
a wonderful community servant.

———

APPOINTMENT OF SECOND
SPECIAL COUNSEL NEEDED

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from New
York (Mr. ZELDIN) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the topic
of this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I am here
tonight to speak out on the urgent
need for the appointment of a second
special counsel in light of evidence
that raises serious concerns about deci-
sions, activities, and inherent bias dis-
played at the highest levels of the De-
partment of Justice and Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation with regard to
FISA abuse, how and why the Hillary
Clinton email probe ended, and how
and why the Donald Trump Russia
probe began.

The concerns of the American public
are serious, and the issues requiring an
immediate, unbiased, independent, and
thorough investigation are broad.

Mr. Speaker, the DOJ and FBI can-
not be expected to investigate them-
selves. I acknowledge, with immense
gratitude, that nearly every single man
and woman in the DOJ and FBI con-
ducts themselves daily with integrity,
independence, patriotism, objectivity,
and commitment to the rule of law. A
special counsel is of the utmost impor-
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tance to ensure that these historic, leg-
endary, and necessary agencies move
forward more respected and effective
than ever before.

Tonight I am joined by my colleagues
from across this country, and we will
hear from each and every one of them.
Following these speakers, I will be
going into much greater detail on the
many specifics on why the Attorney
General must immediately appoint a
second special counsel to conduct a
thorough and independent investiga-
tion of our significant concerns.

Without any further ado, I yield to
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
GAETZ) who has been a leader in this
cause to fight for justice and equality
under the law.

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from New York for yielding,
and also for leading on the great ques-
tion of whether or not we should have
a second special counsel to evaluate
the misconduct of the FBI and the De-
partment of Justice in pursuing un-
founded and inappropriate warrants to
spy on a member of the Trump transi-
tion team without due process and
without proper protocol.

One of the reasons I join the gen-
tleman from New York in this call is
that, currently, the person making
critical decisions regarding Hillary
Clinton and Donald Trump and this
narrative regarding Russia is Rod
Rosenstein; and I believe Mr. Rosen-
stein has a series of conflicts of inter-
est, each of which would independently
disqualify him from overseeing this re-
view; and yet, he continues. That is
troubling to me, and it is one of the
reasons why we need to have a second
special counsel.

In fact, it was Mr. Rosenstein who
signed a FISA warrant renewal to spy
on Carter Page. He did this, even
though the FBI and Department of Jus-
tice knew that Christopher Steele, the
author of the dossier that was the prin-
cipal basis for that warrant had been
deemed uncredible and had said things
that were not true to the FBI.

Mr. Rosenstein also signed pleadings
seeking to silence a witness who may
have had information regarding the
sale of uranium to Russians. Mr.
Rosenstein took no real action against
Bruce Ohr, a senior official at the De-
partment of Justice, even though Mr.
Ohr failed to report the facts that his
wife was moonlighting as a researcher
to dig up dirt on Donald Trump and
then commingle that dirt with lies told
by Russians and folks from Hillary
Clinton’s campaign and the DNC.

Mr. Rosenstein allowed Bob Mueller
to pick a biased team, people who had
gone to Hillary Clinton’s election night
party, people who had represented the
Clinton Foundation when they had
been accused of not producing public
documents. Mr. Rosenstein could have
stepped in. He could have demanded a
higher standard in the assembly of that
team, but he didn’t.

Mr. Rosenstein wrote a secret memo
to expand the scope of the Russia in-
vestigation. He approved the raid on
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Mr. Trump’s personal lawyer. He took
no action on criminal referrals well
laid out by Senators GRASSLEY and
GRAHAM, Mr. DESANTIS and others, in-
dicating that Christopher Steele and
Glenn Simpson had lied to the FBI and
potentially had failed to register as
agents of a foreign government as they
were seeking to lobby for changes to
the Magnitsky Act.

But when Mr. Rosenstein’s own ac-
tion was questioned, when his own pro-
priety, when his own integrity was
called to bear as a consequence of his
participation in the illegal spying by
our government on American citizens,
well, he didn’t go seek the same special
counsel remedy that he sought to go
after Mr. Trump. He went and picked
his own employees to investigate him-
self.

I agree with the gentleman from New
York (Mr. ZELDIN), that that is a stand-
ard that erodes our trust in the rule of
law. When you have got one set of rules
for the Clintons and the FBI and the
deep state and another set of rules for
anyone that has had anything to do
with Mr. Trump, we deprive ourselves
of the ability to find the facts, and to
ensure that people who have truly bro-
ken the law are held accountable.

I support Mr. ZELDIN’s call for a sec-
ond special counsel. I would note that
this is an organic call from the mem-
bership of this body. It began with sev-
eral members of the Judiciary Com-
mittee in July. Under Mr. ZELDIN’S
leadership, we have had a number of
Republican colleagues sign on, includ-
ing the majority leader of the House
and the whip of the House. So we invite
and encourage our leadership to con-
tinue to support these efforts so that
we can restore the rule of law in this
country.

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Florida, as he
pointed out, and our next speaker
signed as well at the end of February,
February 28, a letter signed by over a
dozen of our colleagues to AG Sessions
calling for the appointment of a second
special counsel.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms. TENNEY).

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
ZELDIN) for hosting tonight’s really im-
portant Special Order.

I might just add, as a side note, that
Mr. ZELDIN and I are very aware of cor-
ruption firsthand; I, as a former mem-
ber of the Assembly, and him as a
former member of the New York State
Senate. Today is actually the day of
former speaker Sheldon Silver’s second
trial. He is being tried for corruption in
New York, so we know what it is like
to fight the good fight on that.

But I want to just highlight why it is
so important and why I agreed to sign
on to Mr. ZELDIN’s letter appointing a
second special counsel. Recent evi-
dence has emerged raising serious con-
cerns about decisions and activities at
the Department of Justice, the DOJ,
and the FBI regarding FISA abuse.
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I keep saying FISA, but for everyone,
so they should know, it is the Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Act, and it is
why the Clinton probe ended and why
the Trump Russia probe began. It ap-
pears that, for political gain, key Fed-
eral employees at the FBI and the De-
partment of Justice deliberately mis-
led our FISA courts and pursued a par-
tisan political agenda.

The FISA memo detailing these
abuses of power stated: ‘“Top Obama
administration officials knowingly
used unverified information paid for by
the Hillary Clinton campaign, some of
which came from Russian intelligence,
in a secret court document to justify a
counterintelligence investigation of
the Trump campaign during the 2016
Presidential election. This corrupt
process was later the basis for a cam-
paign to sabotage the incoming Trump
administration and to fuel a witch
hunt against the President.”

The American people deserve to
know if our government is misusing
powerful surveillance methods to exact
political revenge, especially if it is be-
fore a FISA court. This behavior by
those entrusted to impartially serve
the public threatens to the core the in-
tegrity and vibrancy of our constitu-
tional republic.

The American people are starting to
get it. A recent Harvard CAPS-Harris
Poll survey concluded that 67 percent
of Americans support a second special
counsel; 75 percent of those are Repub-
licans, 60 percent are Democrats, and
69 percent are independents. This is a
significant majority of Americans
ranging from all sides of the political
spectrum.

Tonight, Mr. Speaker, I stand along-
side my distinguished colleagues to en-
courage Attorney General Jeff Sessions
to appoint a second special counsel.
Simply appointing Attorney John
Huber to lead an internal Justice De-
partment review of Special Counsel
Robert Mueller is a step in the right di-
rection, but I don’t believe it is far
enough.

The American people deserve nothing
less than full transparency. Working
alongside congressional leaders, I will
continue to fight to ensure these seri-
ous matters are investigated, and en-
courage investigations where necessary
to restore the public trust.

We must demand accountability
across the board. It is the only way we
are going to restore public trust in our
institutions of government and to re-
store the rule of law and order in our
communities.

I thank the gentleman for his leader-
ship on this issue as a member of the
Financial Services Committee, but
also, importantly, as a member of the
Foreign Affairs Committee, and also
serving honorably as a distinguished
member of our Armed Forces in the
Army.

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Blue Star Mom CLAUDIA TENNEY for
being here and for her leadership on
this important cause as well.
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Mr. Speaker, I thank all of my distin-
guished colleagues who we have heard
from, and additional colleagues who
will be out here shortly. We are laying
out the very important case here to-
night why a second special counsel is
needed with regard to misconduct at
the highest levels of the DOJ and FBI
related to FISA abuse; how and why
the Hillary Clinton email probe ended;
how and why the Trump Russia probe
began.

Mr. Speaker, we cannot expect the
DOJ and FBI to fully investigate them-
selves. I have a great amount of respect
for everyone at the Justice Department
who has served and continues to serve
for all of the right reasons, as I men-
tioned earlier, integrity, independence,
patriotism, objectivity, and commit-
ment to the rule of law.

A special counsel can ensure trans-
parency and accountability so that
these historic, legendary, and nec-
essary agencies can move forward with
their important mission better than
ever before.

The list of concerns that warrant an
immediate and independent investiga-
tion is long and growing by the day.
First, tonight I will discuss the mis-
conduct with regard to how and why
the Hillary Clinton email probe ended.
Next, we will cover FISA abuse. And fi-
nally, we will discuss the manner in
which the Trump-Russia probe began,
was extended, continued, and became a
special counsel probe.

But before discussing each of these
topics individually, it is important to
address the political bias that has ex-
isted among individuals at the highest
levels of the DOJ and FBI. First, there
was FBI Agent Peter Strzok, who was
the chief of the FBI’s counter-espio-
nage section.

Additionally, there was Agent
Strzok’s mistress, FBI counsel Lisa
Page. Aside from the fact that they
were in love, it is important to note
that these two individuals exchanged
many texts detailing their personal bi-
ases, overcoming their better judgment
in performance of their duties.

Text messages exchanged between
Strzok and Page during the period of
August 16, 2015, to May 17, 2017, show
substantial evidence of politicizing
Federal law enforcement and improp-
erly handling investigations within the
agency. The texts contain egregious
evidence of bias against President
Trump, before and after the November
2016 election.

Page would write: “Trump should go
F—- himself.” Strzok would text: “F—
- Trump.” Now, that is barely even
starting to scratch the surface with
those two.

It is also worth noting that their
texts, for some reason, were not stored
within the FBI archives system, an
egregious oversight blamed on a tech-
nical glitch. And even after these mes-
sages were partially recovered by the
agency’s inspector general in 2018,
many unanswered questions remain re-
garding impropriety and bias.
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Then there was DOJ senior official
Bruce Ohr, fourth in command at the
agency. While the DOJ and FBI were
improperly submitting FISA applica-
tions based on Fusion GPS’ work on
behalf of the DNC and Hillary Clinton
campaign, it was never disclosed that
Bruce Ohr’s wife worked at Fusion
GPS, and that he served as the middle-
man between Christopher Steele and
the Justice Department.

Then there was FBI Deputy Director
Andrew McCabe, whose wife, Dr. Jill
McCabe, was running for Virginia
State Senate, and received $675,000 in
donations from the Virginia Demo-
cratic Party and Common Good VA,
the leadership PAC controlled by
Democratic Virginia Governor Terry
McAuliffe, a long-time Clinton asso-
ciate.

These are just a few of the many
highlights of partisan bias at the high-
est levels of DOJ and FBI. That list,
and the evidence, runs much, much
deeper.

0 1945

The Hillary Clinton email probe:

While these various rogue agents
were busy trying to obstruct Donald
Trump from day one, they were failing
to properly complete their investiga-
tion into the Hillary Clinton email
controversy.

During her tenure as Secretary of
State, Hillary Clinton violated Federal
law and State Department rules, regu-
lations, and protocol by using a private
email server in her Chappaqua, New
York, home. She would transmit
emails that contained sensitive infor-
mation or classified material on this
unsecured server. This use of a private
server was meant to blatantly get
around FOIA and to avoid having to
turn over incriminating emails in the
case of a subpoena.

Her plan proved to be partially suc-
cessful when various sensitive emails
subject to grand jury and congressional
subpoenas were destroyed through
bleach biting and the destruction of
hardware before they could be obtained
by investigators.

The FBI, led by then-Director James
Comey, began an incomplete investiga-
tion into this serious issue. And ac-
cording to transcripts obtained by the
Senate Judiciary Committee, Comey
was prepared to exonerate Secretary
Clinton as early as April or May of 2016
when he began to draft a statement an-
nouncing the end of his investigation
before up to 17 key witnesses, including
former Secretary Clinton herself and
several of her closest aides, were even
interviewed.

Cheryl Mills, who served as counselor
and chief of staff to Hillary Clinton
during her whole tenure as TUnited
States Secretary of State, was offered
immunity from prosecution by the FBI
during its investigation in exchange for
access to her laptop that contained
many of the questionable emails.

Why?

And after watching President
Trump’s personal attorney last week
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get a no-knock raid of his home and of-
fice, that is especially troubling how
the scales of justice are just not equal
under the law. That is a big problem.

Back to Comey, now he contradicted
those transcripts I mentioned when he
stated during sworn testimony before
the House Judiciary Committee on
September 28 of 2016 that he made the
decision not to recommend criminal
charges for Hillary Clinton after she
was interviewed by the FBI on July 2,
2016. That was a flat-out lie under oath.

Former Director Comey, in the final
draft of his statement, allowed Peter
Strzok to replace ‘‘grossly negligent,”
which is legally punishable under Fed-
eral law, with ‘‘extremely careless,”
which is not legally punishable under
Federal law.

Federal law states that gross neg-
ligence in handling our Nation’s intel-
ligence can be punished criminally
with prison time and/or fines.

And then there was the infamous
tarmac meeting on June 27, 2016, just
days before Hillary Clinton would end
up being exonerated. Attorney General
Loretta Lynch had a covert meeting
with Hillary Clinton’s husband, former
President Bill Clinton, aboard AG
Lynch’s plane on the tarmac in Phoe-
nix, Arizona. The likelihood of this
conversation being just small talk was
Zero.

And let’s not forget that it was AG
Lynch who insisted that the Hillary
Clinton email probe not even be called
an investigation. Instead, she insisted
it be called a matter, as if the Clinton
campaign were driving the bus of the
investigation and calling the shots.

Soon after, Comey violated DOJ rules
and unilaterally exonerated then-Pres-
idential candidate Hillary Clinton in a
public statement to the media. One day
later, on July 6, 2016, an announcement
followed from AG Lynch that the DOJ
investigation into then-Presidential
candidate Hillary Clinton would be for-
mally closed, with no criminal charges.

This seemingly endless trail of
crimes and misconduct relating to Hil-
lary Clinton’s emails did not end there.
In September 2016, the FBI, during an
examination of the personal laptop of
former Congressman Anthony Weiner,
as part of an unrelated investigation
into him sending sexually explicit mes-
sages to a teenage girl, discovered pre-
viously unexamined State Department
classified emails belonging to his
spouse, top Clinton aide Huma Abedin.

The man within the FBI tasked with
examining these additional emails
was—guess who—FBI Deputy Director
Andrew McCabe, whose wife was then
in the midst of a Virginia State senate
campaign generously supported by
Clinton operatives and Clinton-allied
money.

It then took until October 28 of 2016
for Comey to announce, via a letter to
the chairmen of the relevant congres-
sional committees, that he was reopen-
ing the investigation, an additional
egregious delay after McCabe failed to
even examine the illicit emails for at
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least 3 weeks after the FBI discovered
them on Anthony Weiner’s computer.

The DOJ’s inspector general is still
conducting an investigation into
whether then-FBI Deputy Director
McCabe and other FBI officials sought
to purposely delay the release of these
illicit emails for politically motivated
purposes.

Hillary Clinton’s privileged status
her whole career, and especially during
the Obama administration, as above
the law doesn’t end with her legal mis-
use of classified emails.

Throughout the Obama administra-
tion, while she was serving as Sec-
retary of State, and later as she was
running for President, the Department
of Justice also failed to fully inves-
tigate serious concerns surrounding
the connection between her, her hus-
band, and the Clinton Foundation to
Russian-controlled company Uranium
One, which received State Department
approval to purchase American ura-
nium mines in 2010.

Also in 2010, while Russian state in-
terests were working to both acquire a
majority stake in Uranium One and to
purchase American mines, Bill Clinton
was paid $500,000 for a speech in Mos-
cow by a Kremlin-linked Russian in-
vestment bank that was underwriting
Uranium One stock.

Nothing to see here, right?

The Obama DOJ ignored an FBI
probe on the matter. A confidential in-
formant who worked with the FBI to
uncover bribery and other corruption
related to the Uranium One matter was
threatened with reprisal by the Justice
Department under AG Lynch when he
tried to come forward in 2016.

The Senate Judiciary Committee
launched a probe in October of 2017 to
investigate the Uranium One issue, in-
cluding whether Federal agencies such
as the State Department knew the FBI
was looking into possible corruption
before the deal was approved.

Mr. Speaker, this again brings home
the urgent need for an independent and
fair investigation.

Collusion with corrupt Russian ac-
tors is, indeed, a very serious concern
and a threat to U.S. national security,
especially when critical resources that
impact national and global security,
such as uranium, are up for grabs to
questionable companies that were not
properly scrutinized due to their con-
nections with an influential family.

FISA abuse:

Mr. Speaker, there are also very seri-
ous concerns that, in October 2016, the
FBI and DOJ used politically biased,
unverified sources to improperly ob-
tain a FISA warrant to spy on an
American citizen. This warrant grant-
ed U.S. intelligence and law enforce-
ment agencies sweeping power to col-
lect bulk information and conduct
““about collection,”” which results in
surveillance of a broad array of private
communications from the past,
present, and future, including those of
U.S. citizens not specifically targeted
in a FISA-authorized warrant.
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To obtain these warrants, FBI and
DOJ officials submitted an unverified
dossier prepared by Christopher Steele
to the FISA court, failing to disclose
that Christopher Steele was hired by
the firm Fusion GPS, which was hired
by the Democratic National Com-
mittee and Hillary Clinton campaign
to prepare this dossier, and that the
source was unreliable and soon there-
after was going to be terminated as an
asset.

The FISA court was not informed
that Christopher Steele was actively
opposed to the election of Donald
Trump, that he was the unnamed
source cited in the media reports that
the FBI used to corroborate his dossier,
and that Fusion GPS had been hired to
perform previous anti-Trump research
efforts in 2015.

The Woods Procedures, which are the
FBI’s mandatory vetting process re-
quired for all FISA warrant applica-
tions, instituted to ensure that all
facts contained in an application are
accurate and verified to clearly support
probable cause for the warrant, was
clearly not followed.

Former-Director Comey then admit-
ted in sworn testimony to the Senate
Judiciary Committee on June 8, 2017,
that material contained in the Steele
dossier was known to be both salacious
and unverified.

Since FISA applications are rarely
turned down and almost never subject
to appeal, are presented in closed court
with no public record where the gov-
ernment is not challenged by any de-
fense, it is imperative that the govern-
ment take extra care to validate the
information being utilized to build
their case before they take the extraor-
dinary step of waiving rights of a U.S.
citizen without his or her knowledge or
the opportunity to defend themselves.

These are secret documents sub-
mitted to a secret court to spy on an
American citizen. The government has
a responsibility not only to provide the
best evidence they have in support of
their case, but to also provide the best
evidence that they have against their
case.

These deeply flawed and questionable
FISA warrant applications utilizing il-
licit sources and politically biased in-
telligence were approved by DOJ and
FBI officials at the highest levels be-
fore being submitted to the FISA
court.

It was further not disclosed to the
FISA court, as I referenced earlier,
that the wife of the fourth ranking
DOJ official, Bruce Ohr, was an em-
ployee of Fusion GPS, and Christopher
Steele directly transmitted the dossier
and other information through Bruce
Ohr for submission to the FISA court.

Let’s talk about how and why the
Trump-Russia probe began.

Mr. Speaker, make no mistake, the
Trump-Russia probe was launched be-
cause Donald Trump won the GOP
nomination for President of the United
States.

It is clear why DOJ and FBI didn’t
want to turn over the memo opening
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the investigation. They didn’t come up
with a sufficient alternative justifica-
tion to start the probe. The Trump-
Russia probe was then continued be-
cause Trump became very close to pos-
sibly being elected President of the
United States.

It is clear why DOJ and FBI didn’t
want the Nunes memo released: they
broke the rules and misled a FISA
court to improperly secure a warrant
to spy on a U.S. citizen.

The Trump-Russia probe then be-
came a special counsel probe because
Donald Trump subsequently won the
election, and the FBI Director then il-
legally leaked -classified info to the
media to trigger a special counsel ap-
pointment.

Director Comey had prepared a series
of seven memos containing classified
information, including notes on his
conversations with President Trump.
He then admitted in sworn testimony
to the Senate Committee on Intel-
ligence in June 2017 that he had leaked
this classified content to a personal
friend and encouraged that friend to
share the material with the press.

That is a blatant violation of Federal
law meant to protect sensitive infor-
mation from falling into the wrong
hands.

An investigation conducted by the
Senate Judiciary Committee later re-
vealed that the personal friend of Di-
rector Comey was Professor Daniel
Richman of Columbia Law School, and
that Mr. Comey provided him with four
of the seven memoranda, all containing
classified information.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, with all of
this grievous misconduct at the high-
est levels of the DOJ and FBI, the bla-
tant violations of the Constitution and
law, and so many serious unanswered
questions, this matter must be inves-
tigated by someone who can act inde-
pendently from outside the Justice De-
partment.

The nearly 2% years that the Trump-
Russia probe has continued on with
zero accountability still appears to be
without any evidence that President
Trump colluded with the Russians.
These have been some of the most tu-
multuous years in the history of the
FBI and DOJ, but with transparency
and accountability, these awesome
agencies can get everything back on
track.

In March 2018, former FBI Director
McCabe was fired by AG Jeff Sessions,

who noted that Deputy Director
McCabe ‘‘lacked candor—including
under oath—on multiple occasions”

and had partaken in ‘‘unauthorized dis-
closure to the news media.”” This is
among other violations noted in a re-
port issued by the FBI Office of Inspec-
tor General after a wide-reaching in-
vestigation into McCabe’s conduct.

A myriad of other DOJ and FBI per-
sonnel have been fired, demoted, or re-
signed during these past few years:
Former FBI Director Comey; chief of
staff to the Director, James Rybicki;
FBI General Counsel James Baker; FBI
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Agent Peter Strzok; FBI Counsel Lisa
Page; FBI Special Agent Josh Camp-
bell; DOJ senior official Bruce Ohr; FBI
Assistant Director Michael Kortan; and
Assistant Attorney General Peter
Kadzik.

The DOJ Inspector General’s Office
has undoubtedly done great work to
uncover misconduct and expose bias,
but the mission of the OIG is limited
only to ‘‘detect and deter waste, fraud,
abuse, and misconduct in DOJ pro-
grams and personnel, and to promote
economy and efficiency in those pro-
grams.”’

A fully independent special counsel
has greater autonomy than an IG or
other Federal prosecutors to run a non-
biased investigation and, if necessary,
bring forth criminal charges.

With so much at risk, including the
integrity of our Federal law enforce-
ment agencies, which are tasked with
protecting our Nation and upholding
the rule of law, the need is more urgent
than ever.

This is not about politics but about
the principles that bind together our
Nation and our constitutional system
of government.

Equality under the law and impar-
tiality of justice is what brings all of
us to the House floor tonight, urging
the Attorney General of the United
States to take immediate action
through the appointment of a second
special counsel. Too many questions
remain unanswered, and too much is at
stake.

Mr. Speaker, I say to Mr. Sessions: It
is very important to take this action
and appoint a second special counsel.

Mr. Speaker, at this point I yield to
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
BRAT), one of the signers of our late
February letter to AG Sessions, a great
leader in this cause.

O 2000

Mr. BRAT. Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people are sick and tired of the
double standard shown to the Clintons,
and the issue does not just stop nar-
rowly with all of the issues which were
just laid out so well by my colleague.

There is sufficient evidence that
Democratic opposition research was
submitted as evidence to a FISA court
so that our intelligence community
could begin spying on the Trump cam-
paign and American citizens. Justice
has not been done here, as elsewhere,
and Americans know full well what is
going on up here.

Mr. Speaker, the script has flipped,
and it seems clear it was the Demo-
crats, not Republicans, who abused
their power to try to get Clinton elect-
ed. Unique in world history, America is
the first Nation that was founded on
the premise and the promise that all
people are created equal under the law.

That means no matter how well-con-
nected, no matter how wealthy you
are, no matter how many foreign lead-
ers you have under your thumb, no
matter how popular, no matter how
elite, no matter how educated, no mat-
ter how many lawyers you have, no one
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in this country stands above the law of
the land, and we have to ensure that
that remains the case.

The system is rigged. BERNIE SAND-
ERS ran for the people without power,
and the system and a party rigged his
election. I ran to protect people from
the corruption in D.C. Now, what was
going on in D.C. last week, we have
monopolies run amuck, Facebook,
Google, Amazon, big banks, big insur-
ance, big everything, the exact oppo-
site of the logic of the Founders.

ADAM SMITH, the founder of free mar-
ket economics, wanted a country where
small businesses competed against
each other—nmo monopolies, no oligop-
olies. James Madison, the author of the
Constitution, wanted a country with a
large number of factors that duked it
out among themselves. No power cen-
tered—especially in the Federal Gov-
ernment up in D.C.—all power returned
to the States and to the people.

But today, that is all, unfortunately,
upside down up in the swamp. I know it
sounds like fiction that the FBI used a
piece of opposition research paid for by
the Clintons and the Democrats to file
a warrant to spy on American citizens
and the Trump campaign.

Comey, McCabe, Rybicki, Jim Baker,
Lisa Page, Peter Strzok, all of these
are top personnel, political appointees
in the FBI who are wrapped up in this
story. They are not going to inves-
tigate themselves. We need a fair and
independent special counsel looking
into this to see if there is anything
wrong and any wrongdoing.

Mr. Speaker, a second special counsel
really is the only way to have the flexi-
bility to fully investigate the matter of
political bias in regards to ruling of the
FISA court and see if anyone has bro-
ken the law of the land.

Only after we fully investigate this
matter will we have the full confidence
that no one has escaped justice. The
American people want that closure,
and so do I.

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
BRAT) for being here and for all of his
efforts.

Mr. Speaker, at this time, it is a
great pleasure to yield to Congressman
LOUIE GOHMERT from Texas. Often-
times, for those who are at home who
may be watching C-SPAN late on a
weeknight like tonight, I will encour-
age them that all other nights when we
are here, there is a pretty good chance
that if they turn on C-SPAN late at
night, LOUIE GOHMERT will be standing
where he is about to speak from, this
wise man, educating us on his thoughts
and reflections of our great country.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, coming
from my friend, a wise man from New
York, I appreciate that very much. And
I appreciate the effort in securing the
whole hour for all of us to talk about
this issue.

It really is a matter of wide-eyed jus-
tice. The blindfold was removed, and
real justice in America is hanging in
the balance.
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People in America have seen what
happened; and I think because they
have seen the way justice has been
abused for a number of years now, it is
what helped Donald J. Trump get elect-
ed President. People were ready for sig-
nificant changes so that we could get
back to a country where the rule of law
mattered regardless of who was the
President.

When we look back at Chuck Colson,
he did a year and a half in prison basi-
cally for having one FBI file in the
White House. The Clintons had nearly
1,000 in the White House. Nobody did a
day. We saw that kind of injustice
come in and played out before us dur-
ing the 8 years of Eric Holder and Lo-
retta Lynch in the Justice Depart-
ment.

And now Americans who have seen—
not all of them. Some are still blinded
by the very thick paint that is pro-
vided by the mainstream media—but
when you break through that, you
brush that off, you get down to the
bare facts. What you have now is Dep-
uty Attorney General Rosenstein who
was the U.S. attorney when Russia’s il-
legal effort to obtain U.S. uranium was
going down. He and his dear friend,
Robert Mueller, as head of the FBI,
were investigating what they knew.
They had the facts. They had the evi-
dence. They had the person working be-
hind the scenes providing information,
and they knew Russia was illegally
trying to corner the market on U.S.
uranium.

They knew that bribes were taking
place. They knew there were all kinds
of crimes taking place. Yet we don’t
know how it was with such a power-
fully important investigation going on,
an investigation that has led up to a
time now where the head of Russia—
whether you want to call him czar,
president, Vladimir, whatever you
want to call him, he is the head guy—
and he has made clear that in Russia
they have rockets now that can deliver
atomic weapons, nuclear weapons, that
the United States cannot stop.

And we know that while Rosenstein
and Mueller were involved in inves-
tigating the efforts of the President’s
friend, Vladimir, for whom he had
much flexibility after the second elec-
tion, we know he is making noise, rat-
tling his sabre, as an existential threat
to the United States’ very existence.

So the evidence was there. What we
can’t find out, because we can’t get a
proper investigation, is who was it?
What was it that caused Rod Rosen-
stein and FBI Director Mueller to
squelch the investigation into Russia’s
effort to get our uranium? Because if it
was going full board, and if it had not
been squelched by Mr. Rosenstein and
Mr. Mueller, Russia would never have
ended up with 20 percent of U.S. ura-
nium.

And since we now know Hillary Clin-
ton will not be President, the Clinton
Foundation has gone away. But when it
looked like everybody thought she was
going to be the next President—and she
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had been Secretary of State. She had
all of this power as Secretary of State.
She was one of the key critical people
that had to approve this sale that
would end up putting uranium from the
United States in Russia’s possession.
They squelched the investigation.

The sale went through with Hillary
Clinton and her friends’ support. The
Clinton Foundation ends up with $145
million from those who had invested in
the effort to get Russia U.S. uranium.
Bill Clinton got $500,000 for a 20-minute
speech that, from what we understand,
wasn’t very good; but it wasn’t about a
good speech, it was about rewarding
the Clintons for Russia getting U.S.
uranium.

There is no way, this side of heaven,
that you could have a fair investiga-
tion of former FBI Director Mueller
and the former U.S. attorney on the
role they played in helping Russia—
along with Hillary Clinton, helping
Russia get U.S. uranium, all to the det-
riment of the United States.

I mean, we had prior Soviet spies,
Communist spies, who were put to
death for providing designs for ad-
vanced weaponry. But in this case, you
have Hillary Clinton, Rod Rosenstein,
and Bob Mueller not just helping de-
sign. Here is what you need to create
atomic weapons to destroy the United
States. They didn’t care. We know on
one hand money, a great deal of
money, was involved and changed
hands, but there is no way the FBI and
the Justice Department, that we have
seen has so many close friends of
Mueller and Rosenstein—there is no
way they are going to be able to inves-
tigate that matter.

Since the day Robert Mueller was ap-
pointed as special counsel, I have been
begging that we get a second counsel to
investigate Mueller. He ought to be
fired, but that, politically, cannot hap-
pen without some of our weak-kneed
Republicans in the Senate deciding
they need to remove the President.
That should not happen for what the
Democrats did. So it is critical.

If we have a second counsel—and by
the way, let me just say, a great pa-
triot, ethical, honest, upright man
named Jeff Sessions is seeing to a num-
ber of critical things that we need in-
vestigated, seeing to them being inves-
tigated. And I applaud his efforts to
apply the rule of law across the board.

But when it comes to investigating
Rosenstein, Mueller, and Comey—who
has already admitted leaking things
that should be a crime—that is going
to take a second counsel.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate my friend
Congressman ZELDIN arranging for this
time to talk about it. I appreciate the
effort my colleagues have put into re-
searching this. We have got to have a
second counsel, or our Justice Depart-
ment is done.

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Texas for his lead-
ership.

Our next speaker is oftentimes at the
very tip of the spear of the issues that
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matter most all throughout America.
He certainly has met the tip of the
spear here, bringing accountability and
transparency to the maximum degree
he knows possible.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to Congressman
JIM JORDAN.

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman. It is good to be with my
good friend from New York and other
Members of Congress here tonight to
talk about why we need a second spe-
cial counsel.

Nobody likes him. I don’t like him,
but I don’t know of any other remedy.
Is the FBI really going to be able to in-
vestigate themselves? Is the Depart-
ment of Justice really going to be able
to investigate themselves? And I un-
derstand Mr. Horowitz, the inspector
general, is going to do good work, and
he has done good work, but it is not the
same. It is not the same.

O 2015

The only way to get to the truth, I
think, is to have a second special coun-
sel look at all of this; all the Clinton
investigation, all the Russia investiga-
tion, look at it all.

Understand a few things we have
learned over the past few months and,
frankly, the past few days with the
very top people at the FBI.

James Comey misled the American
people on both investigations.

Now, think about this. Mr. Comey, at
the urging of then-Attorney General
Loretta Lynch, calls the Clinton inves-
tigation a matter, not an investiga-
tion, and misleads the American peo-
ple.

We all know it was an investigation.
As some of my colleagues have said,
the last time I checked, he was not
running the Federal Bureau of Matters;
it is the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion. It was an investigation, but in an
attempt to play it down, he misleads
the American people and calls it a mat-
ter and not an investigation.

Then, when it came to our President,
he allows the perception to exist with
the American people that President
Trump is under investigation when, in
fact, he wasn’t and had been told by
James Comey, himself, that he wasn’t
under investigation.

Then, of course, there is the number
two guy at the FBI, Andrew McCabe,
who we have learned in the last few
days actually misled the Office of Pro-
fessional Responsibility, misled his
boss, and misled the inspector general
on two different occasions—four times,
total. As they say, he lacked candor.
He didn’t tell the truth.

So we need a special counsel to look
into all this and a host of other things.
It was those guys, Mr. Comey and Mr.
McCabe, who were involved at the FBI
when the whole dossier thing unfolded
where they took an opposition research
document, dressed it all up, made it
look like it was legitimate intel-
ligence, and took it to the secret court
to get a warrant to spy on a fellow
American associated with the Trump
campaign.
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They didn’t tell the court two impor-
tant things. They didn’t tell the court
who paid for the document, namely,
the Clinton campaign and the DNC;
and they didn’t tell the court that the
author of that salacious and unverified
document, Christopher Steele, had had
his relationship with the FBI termi-
nated because Mr. Steele broke a car-
dinal rule: he went and told the press
he was working for the FBI.

Now, if you and I go to court, we
have got to tell the truth. We have got
to tell the whole truth. But they
didn’t. They didn’t.

Now, recently, there have been two
appointments made at the Department
of Justice by the current Attorney
General: Mr. Huber and Mr. Lausch.
Mr. Lausch has been named to help get
the documents to Congress that we are
entitled as a separate and equal branch
of government to receive. Mr. Huber
has been tasked with overseeing this
whole Russia investigation.

While these individuals appear to be
fine individuals, again, it is not the
same because whom does Mr. Huber
and Mr. Lausch answer to? They an-
swer to Rod Rosenstein, who was in-
volved in all this throughout all the
Clinton investigation and throughout
the Russia investigation. They answer
to Rod Rosenstein.

Now, how do employees investigate
their boss? Someone tell me how that
works.

I have two final points.

When you think about probably the
classic definition of the swamp, think
about this: Rod Rosenstein writes the
memo for firing James Comey. James
Comey leaks a government document
to The New York Times to create mo-
mentum for a special counsel, Bob
Mueller, whom Rod Rosenstein ap-
points as the special counsel and over-
sees; and one of the elements they are
looking at is whether there was ob-
struction of justice in the firing of
James Comey.

You can’t make this stuff up. You
talk about the biggest roundabout I
have ever seen.

We need a special counsel. Think
about this as well: the Attorney Gen-
eral has said only in extraordinary cir-
cumstances do you name special coun-
sel.

It is pretty extraordinary when
James Comey, the Director of the FBI,
has been fired; Andrew McCabe, the
Deputy Director of the FBI, has been
fired; Jim Baker, the former general
counsel, has been demoted and reas-
signed; Peter Strzok, the deputy head
of counterintelligence has been de-
moted and reassigned; and Lisa Page,
FBI counsel, has been demoted and re-
assigned. Those are some of the top
people at the FBI. Now, if that is not
extraordinary, then I don’t what the
heck is.

If it is not a little unusual when the
new Deputy Attorney General writes
the memo to fire James Comey and
then names Bob Mueller as special
counsel, and one of the things they are
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looking at is whether there was ob-
struction of justice in the firing of
James Comey, if those aren’t extraor-
dinary and strange circumstances war-
ranting a second special counsel, then,
again, I don’t know what is.

So let’s just do the right thing. Mr.
SESSIONS and Mr. Rosenstein should
just do the right thing. The American
people want this. If we get a second
special counsel, then we limit the
amount of time that they can look at
this. We pick someone outside the
swamp somewhere in the middle of the
country. Let him or her run this inves-
tigation, say: Here is your time; go fig-
ure it out.

I believe, when they reach their con-
clusions, there is a much better chance
the American people will accept that
result and accept their findings. But if
it is just the same old thing that we
have been seeing, I think that is much
tougher.

So this is what is needed. No one
likes it; no one really wants these
things to happen; but I see no other ap-
proach that will get the answers and
hopefully provide the closure that the
country needs to move on.

So I would just say to Mr. SESSIONS
and Mr. Rosenstein: Do what everyone
else in this country knows needs to
happen. Name the second special coun-
sel. Let’s get the facts for the Amer-
ican people, and let’s get moving.

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congressman JORDAN for all of his re-
marks and his leadership on this issue.

It is a great pleasure to introduce
General ScoTT PERRY of Pennsyl-
vania—otherwise known as Congress-
man General SCOTT PERRY of Pennsyl-
vania—tonight to participate in our
Special Order.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. PERRY).

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from New York for
bringing this issue to light.

As you can see, I am serving in this
uniform. We are all citizens here to-
night. No one outranks another. As a
matter of fact, we all serve at the
pleasure of our constituents, and we
ask to earn their votes.

With that, I want to join my col-
leagues in this call for a second special
counsel to investigate the abuses of the
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act
court.

Knowing what we know now, this
warrant was based off of a bogus news
report which was based off of a bogus
document that was commissioned
much like, Mr. Speaker, someone com-
missions an artist for a painting and
said: Well, we want this information to
make the other guy look bad, so we are
going to pay you. You go get the infor-
mation, put it together in a nice for-
mat for us, and then we are going to
act like it is real.

I say that because, right now, there
doesn’t seem to be any evidence that
says that any of it is real, no evidence
after over a year of investigation.

So they commissioned this dossier,
which is just a fancy name for a file, to



H3338

go get the other guy, and they use that
to get a FISA warrant and investigate
him using the power of the Federal
Government, the highest power, to in-
vestigate a private citizen.

Now, this begs the question, Mr.
Speaker: Did these partisans inten-
tionally mislead the FISA court? That
is the question.

The reason that we are asking for a
second special counsel acknowledges
that these things can be problematic,
they can run far afield, and we want
them to be focused only on what they
are focused on and not looking at ev-
erything and anything.

But the reason there has to be a sec-
ond special counsel, Mr. Speaker, is be-
cause that is the only one who can an-
swer this question. Because the people
who potentially stand accused—and we
don’t know exactly who they are—are a
limited group of people, because I can’t
get a FISA court to investigate some-
body—you can’t get a FISA court to in-
vestigate, and the American people
can’t get the FISA court to investigate
somebody where they think something
wrong has happened. Only the Depart-
ment of Justice and the FBI folks can
get this FISA warrant.

If they are the only people who can
get it, then they can’t be investigating
themselves. Nowhere else do we ask the
accused to investigate himself and
come up with the right answer, only in
this crazy world that we live in right
here. So that is why we must have the
second special counsel. The standard
for accountability simply must be
higher.

And if you don’t understand, when
you go to the FISA court, it is not like
any other court where you say: ‘‘Here
is the prosecution’s case, and here is
the defense’s case.” It doesn’t work
like that. It is only the prosecution’s
case because it is secret, Mr. Speaker.
The defense doesn’t get to defend them-
selves until after the fact.

That is why there has to be a higher
standard and a higher level of account-
ability, because it is only supposed to
be in the rarest of circumstances that
this is used.

I have said over and over again: Do I
live in a free America or do I live in a
place where there is a secret police like
the KGB where, instead of inves-
tigating crimes, we investigate people,
and we keep investigating and inves-
tigating until we find a crime?

That is not what we plan for in
America. Nowhere is it said that people
in high positions are allowed to
weaponize the instruments of Federal
power to get back at their political ri-
vals or their political enemies. Amer-
ican citizens deserve strict constitu-
tional protections regardless of what
court they are in and, most specifically
and most especially, if they are in the
FISA Court.

The Founding Fathers wrote the
Fourth Amendment to enshrine and en-
sure that the right of the people to be
secure in their persons, their houses,
their papers and effects against unrea-
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sonable searches and seizures shall not
be violated. But, Mr. Speaker, they
have been violated. The Founding Fa-
thers wrote that long before the inter-
net was available and long before cam-
eras and microphones were ubiquitous
in our society. The time is now long
overdue to reaffirm that right.

I have always opposed warrantless
surveillance and searches of American
citizens because they violate the Con-
stitution. Mr. Speaker, you may say:
Why should I care? I am not being in-
vestigated by the FISA court. It is not
happening to me.

But think about that. If it can hap-
pen to the President of the United
States, arguably the most powerful
person in our country if not the free
world, then do you think it can’t hap-
pen to you?

Do you think it is fair? Is it right to
have one standard of justice, or is it
okay to have two: one for all of us peo-
ple out here and then one for the politi-
cally connected?

That is why you should care, because
there is a true danger in the unchecked
power and authority of a faceless gov-
ernment bureaucrat.

The American people have a right to
know who is watching the watchmen,
and it is our job in Congress to do that
watching. That is why we are calling
for this second special counsel. Mr.
Speaker, it is long overdue and it is
long past time. These abuses cannot
continue.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from New York for the time and for
bringing this issue to light.

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congressman PERRY and all of our
speakers tonight: Congressman GAETZ,
Congresswoman TENNEY, Congressmen
BRAT, GOHMERT, JORDAN, PERRY, and
everyone who has been part of this
cause.

Just to recap, we, over the course of
this hour, outlined all the main rea-
sons why it is imperative for AG Ses-
sions to appoint a second special coun-
sel to look into FISA abuse, how and
why the Hillary Clinton case ended,
and how and why the Trump-Russia
probe began.

As Congressman PERRY was just
talking about the scales of justice, I re-
member when Hillary Clinton was pub-
licly being exonerated just days after a
tarmac meeting where her husband was
able to meet with AG Lynch on her
plane on the tarmac in Phoenix, Ari-
zona.

I was thinking of the people who had
to go into court that day as defendants.
Maybe they got caught making a right
on red, and they are a defendant going
before a judge. They are pleading, and
they are being punished. And yet here
you have all this evidence with the Hil-
lary Clinton case and there would be
zero accountability, that actually the
decision would be made to exonerate
Hillary Clinton before even inter-
viewing her and well over a dozen oth-
ers.

There should be equal treatment
under the law. The scales of justice
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should not be tilted based off of your
last name. Cheryl Mills gets immunity;
Michael Cohen gets his offices and
home raided. If there was equal justice
under the law, then there might be
more understanding and a greater man-
date for actions being taken.

But President Trump is being inves-
tigated because he won the GOP nomi-
nation. That is why the investigation
got started. The reason why the DOJ
and FBI didn’t want to release the
memo is because they really didn’t
have much of a better reason. They
were reaching, and they really didn’t
want to have to tell Congress why they
started, because the real reason was be-
cause he won the Republican nomina-
tion, and they wanted to continue the
investigation because he actually had a
shot at winning.

So they go to a secret court with se-
cret documents to spy on a United
States citizen desperate to try to find
information loaded with bias, clear-as-
day bias, an anti-Trump and pro-Hil-
lary bias where their political bias is
overcoming their better objective, and
then expanding the probe and creating
a special counsel because the President
is elected.

That is not how we do things in this
country where you get investigated be-
cause you win an election, where you
identify a person, and then you em-
power someone with authority to go
out and try to find a crime anywhere.

So with regard to FISA abuse—the
end of the Hillary Clinton probe and
the beginning of the Trump-Russia
probe—it is imperative for AG Sessions
to appoint a second special counsel.

I appreciate everyone for tuning in
during this hour. We look forward to
continuing the effort until we get this
done and over the top.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HOLLINGSWORTH). The Chair would re-
mind Members that remarks in debate
may not engage in personalities toward
the President, including by repeating
remarks made elsewhere that would be
improper if spoken in the Member’s
own words.

———
O 2030

REMEMBRANCE OF VICTIMS OF
THE HOLOCAUST

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
WILSON) for 30 minutes.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the topic of this Special Order,
which is Remembrance of Victims of
the Holocaust.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina?
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There was no objection.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. I am
particularly grateful to be here tonight
with Congressman LEE ZELDIN from
New York for promoting the restora-
tion of integrity at the Department of
Justice and the FBI with a second spe-
cial counsel.

Today I rise in honor of the days of
remembrance of victims of the Holo-
caust officially designated by Presi-
dent Donald Trump last week. Presi-
dent Donald Trump will always be ap-
preciated for establishing next month
the American Embassy to be relocated
and established in Jerusalem.

A recent study has found that the
knowledge of the atrocities that oc-
curred during the Holocaust is waning
as we get further and further removed
from the horrible events. The phrase
“We Remember” is used to emphasize
the importance of remembering ex-
actly what happened to ensure that it
never happens again.

It is in this context that I stand
today, not only in honor of those mur-
dered at the hands of the Nazis during
the Holocaust, as well as those who
survived, but to continue to speak the
truth about what happened there and
hope that it never fades from our col-
lective memories, to be never repeated.
All citizens should tour the Holocaust
Museum here in Washington to learn
the shocking truth of Nazi inhumanity.

In 1933, Adolf Hitler ascended to
power in Germany not through force
but through an appointment to chan-
cellor by the sitting President Paul
von Hindenburg. He devised a fictional
tale about the need for ethnic purity to
be successful. The German people were
desperate and susceptible to lies and
deceptions, and, sadly, many eventu-
ally followed Hitler into the atrocities
that followed.

The level of deception Hitler and the
Nazis were willing to go to, to gain uni-
lateral authority, was apparent early
on. In February of 1933, just a month
after Hitler was appointed chancellor,
the German Reichstag parliament
building was burned, and they imme-
diately blamed it on their opponents.
This allowed Hitler to take advantage
of this situation and issue a decree
that placed constraints on the press
and banned political meetings.

By June of the same year, the Nazis
declared themselves as the only legal
party in Germany, and the Nazis passed
a law allowing for forced sterilization
of those with a genetic defect. The first
openly anti-Semitic law was passed in
September 1933, prohibiting Jews from
holding land 6 years before the start of
World War II.

After German President Paul von
Hindenburg, who appointed Hitler as
chancellor out of political expediency,
passed away, Hitler named himself as
fuhrer, gaining the power of both chan-
cellor and President. One of the most
shocking aspects of this ascent, look-
ing back, is that Hitler received 90 per-
cent support from German voters who
approved of his new powers.
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After Hitler took complete control of
Germany, the laws persecuting Jewish
people escalated rapidly. One month
after naming himself the fuhrer, the
Nuremberg race laws were decreed.
These laws banned interracial mar-
riages between Jews and Germans and
established that only those who were
German or had German ancestors were
able to be citizens. The rights of the
Jewish people living in Germany slow-
ly but surely dissipated without much
attention from the international com-
munity; that is, until the
Kristallnacht, the Night of Broken
Glass, the night of November 10, 1938.

German SS agents and local citizens
were encouraged to smash windows of
Jewish-owned stores, buildings, and
synagogues as the local law enforce-
ment stood by and watched. Although
many Germans, especially those who
saw the destruction, disapproved, Hit-
ler was able to quell any concerns
through his control of the media. This
event changed the nature of the Ger-
man persecution of the Jewish people
from economic, political, and social to
beatings, incarcerations, and murder.

By January 1939, Hitler issued the
most public statement regarding his
plans to the German parliament. Hit-
ler’s goal, in no uncertain terms, was
‘“‘the annihilation of the Jewish race in
Europe.”

In addition to Hitler’s domination
over the Jewish people in Germany, he
began to expand his empire to neigh-
boring European nations. The hostile
takeover began in Austria, though the
union of the two countries had been a
popular concept for decades. Therefore,
there was not much resistance origi-
nally from the international commu-
nity.

It took the German invasion of Po-
land on September 2, 1939, for Britain
and France to finally declare war on
Nazi Germany. The invasion occurred
in collaboration with Soviet dictator
Joseph Stalin, who had a joint Nazi-So-
viet pact with a secret protocol to in-
vade Poland with Nazi and Soviet
tanks providing for the partition of Po-
land. It would take two years for the
United States to follow suit and de-
clare war against Germany, after the
surprise attack by the Axis partner
Japan at Pearl Harbor.

Despite Britain and France declaring
war, that did not slow the Nazis ad-
vancing across Europe. On April 9, 1940,
they invaded Denmark and Norway;
and on May 10, they invaded France,
Belgium, Holland, and Luxembourg. By
June 14, the Nazis were occupying the
French capital of Paris.

The start of World War II also coin-
cided with the Nazis’ increased bru-
tality against the Jewish people. The
same month that Britain and France
declared war, Reinhard Heydrich issued
instructions for the SS to gather Jews
in ghettos. One month later, the Nazis
would seal those ghettos so no one,
meaning no Jewish person, could es-
cape.

On March 26, 1941, the German Army
High Command gave the Reich Main
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Security Office approval to initiate SS
murder squads throughout the eastern
front. These squads, known as the
Einsatzgruppen, were responsible for
murdering the intelligentsia and cul-
tural elite in Poland. This murder
squad mainly killed civilians.

Heydrich, upon inspecting the impact
of the murder squads on his SS agents,
decided these tactics were too costly,
demoralizing, and did not kill victims
quickly enough. That led the Nazis to
increase their use of gas to murder the
innocent Jewish people, which caused
the death toll to increase exponen-
tially.

By the end of 1941, America was
drawn into the war by the surprise
murderous attack on Pearl Harbor by
the Japanese, who, at this point, were
part of the Axis powers, which included
Germany and Italy. On December 11,
after Germany declared war on the
United States, President Franklin Roo-
sevelt declared war against Germany,
declaring: ‘‘Never before has there been
a greater challenge to life, liberty, and
civilization.”

America then concentrated 90 per-
cent of its resources to defeating Hit-
ler. On January 20, 1942, the Wannsee
Conference was held just outside of
Berlin, where senior Nazi officials and
SS met to coordinate their Final Solu-
tion. The Final Solution to the Jewish
Question was the official code name for
the murder of all Jews within reach,
which was not limited to the European
continent. This resulted in the delib-
erate and systematic genocide of the
Jewish people.

Operation Reinhard, the deadliest
phase of the Holocaust, began the in-
troduction of extermination camps.
The goal was mass extermination. This
horrific Final Solution was carried out
at other execution and concentration
camps across Europe. Sadly, the larg-
est was at Auschwitz. Auschwitz I was
first constructed to hold Polish polit-
ical prisoners, who began to arrive in
May 1940. The first extermination of
prisoners took place in 1941, Sep-
tember. Auschwitz II-Birkenau also
went on to become a major site of the
Nazi Final Solution.

The conditions in these concentra-
tion camps were too horrific to imag-
ine. There was a barbaric selection
process upon arrival where only those
who were able-bodied and strong would
survive the night. The rest were sent to
gas chambers. The gas chambers were
described clearly in ‘“The Buchenwald
Report.” An estimated 1.3 million peo-
ple were sent to Auschwitz, of which at
least 1.1 million people were murdered.
Around 90 percent of those were Jews.
Approximately one in six Jewish people
killed in the Holocaust died at that
camp.

Mr. Speaker, I now yield to the dis-
tinguished Congressman from Texas
(Mr. GOHMERT), who represents the
First District of Texas, to speak for 5
minutes.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate my friend so much, bringing back
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the account of what happened. And I
can remember—I majored in history in
college—reading about General Eisen-
hower ordering American troops, Allied
troops, to go gather people from the
German communities near the con-
centration camps where so many Jews
were being killed, ruthlessly killed.

It is horrific to even contemplate
what went on. And Eisenhower had or-
dered that, apparently, they bring the
community citizens and have them
help clean up the concentration camps.
And the reason that was given was so
that they could never say these things
didn’t happen—and I thought at the
time that really is going perhaps too
far—because these people turned a
blind eye to what was going on. Surely
they suspected. They knew there was
ash going over their communities.
Surely they suspected.

But I never dreamed we would reach
a day when what ERisenhower feared
would occur actually came about, and
that is a time when people are finding
it popular to deny that the Holocaust
ever happened. So I am grateful that
Israel has this Yom HaShoah, the
Israel Holocaust remembrance day. But
it should not just be for Israel. Amer-
ica needs to stand with Israel.

There are those who are calling for
extermination of Jews around the
Earth again. It is unbelievable. It is
unbelievable. It has been shocking to
see anti-Semitism growing again
around Europe. To me, as an American,
it has been even more shocking to see
growing sentiment on TU.S. college
campuses denying that the Holocaust
ever happened. That is the ultimate
irony: having institutions of what are
supposed to be higher learning in the
United States of America, where at one
time we had the best universities, ev-
eryone wanted to come to the U.S. for
universities; but now we have institu-
tions of higher learning that are actu-
ally the epitome of dumbing down and
destroying history, rewriting history,
which would make them institutions of
the least learning, certainly not higher
education. So it is important that we
take time, we remember the horrors.

I was just talking to my friend CLAU-
DIA TENNEY from New York about the
Jewish woman who came and spoke to
her seventh grade class and then, as I
understood, spoke to her child’s sev-
enth grade class. And that is so impor-
tant, but the Holocaust survivors, we
are losing them day after day. It is up
to us. I am so grateful to my friend,
the good JOE WILSON, for securing this
time so we could talk about the Holo-
caust.

The Bible makes clear that you must
teach about what God has done. We
would never, ever want to see another
Holocaust. After the horrors of the
Holocaust, that what was prophesied
for thousands of years has now hap-
pened, there is an Israel; it is making,
has made, the desert bloom. But we
should never forget, as long as this
Earth is populated by human beings,
another Holocaust is possible. And the
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blood would be on the hands and head
of everyone who has denied that it was
even possible.

0 2045

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I thank Congressman GOH-
MERT for his leadership.

We have been joined by the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms. TENNEY),
who has served our country so well on
the General Assembly of New York and
now here in Congress, Congresswoman
CLAUDIA TENNEY.

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congressman JOE WILSON. He has been
a terrific mentor for me, and I am
grateful for his allowing me to recog-
nize this really important experience.

As we are remembering, there is a
really important person in my life who
has inspired me in many of the things
that I do, and her name was Helen
Sperling. She was born in 1920. She is a
Holocaust survivor. She survived a
Nazi death camp.

She was actually liberated on April
18, 1945—just a couple of days away
from that anniversary date. She had to
be hospitalized in Germany for 3 years
before she was finally able to immi-
grate to the United States with, even-
tually, her husband, who was also a
Nazi survivor.

But Helen was a special person, and
she was someone whom I got to know.
As Congressman GOHMERT just men-
tioned, as a student in New Hartford,
New York, she was a resident of our
town, and a very tiny woman, wonder-
fully positive and very excitable and
really just a warm person.

I was a seventh grade student, and
she came and spoke to our class about
the Holocaust and explained to us the
horrors of what happened to her and
her family in Nazi Germany, and it was
just so impactful. Helen basically spent
her life telling this story.

As Congressman GOHMERT alluded to
a moment ago, this wonderful person—
one day, my son, 30 years later, came
back from seventh grade and said:
Mom, I met this incredible woman. She
spoke in my class, and she told us all
about the Holocaust and the horrors
that occurred there, where the Jewish
people were annihilated and killed and
murdered in millions, and she told us
her story. And at the end of the story,
I asked her if I could hug her, and she
said of course.

He said he was so moved by her as
well. And I just turned to him, and I
said: Oh, my God, Helen Sperling is
back. She is still talking about it.

Helen, sadly, died a couple of years
ago, and we gave honor and tribute to
her as my constituent when I was a
member of the New York State Assem-
bly.

But also, I got to meet Helen on a
number of occasions afterwards. She
was wonderful in speaking to Boys
State, you know, the American Le-
gion’s hosted events.

I just want to read a little bit from
Helen’s obituary, because I think it is
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really important to understand this
woman who survived this and really de-
voted her entire life to educating chil-
dren and people. I just want to read a
little bit from this, and here is where it
started from her obituary from 2 years
ago.

“The anguish of the Holocaust
scarred Helen for life, and she tried to
turn her pain into a positive instru-
ment for education. In March 1967, the
Annual Holocaust Lecture series was
begun, and it was later named for
Helen and Leon,” her late husband.
“This annual program, endowed by the
Sperlings, will continue to provide Hol-
ocaust education for many generations
to come.”

That was a dream of Helen’s.

“From 1968 until her death, Helen
had shared her life and her Holocaust
experiences with tens of thousands of
people, lecturing tirelessly at schools,
colleges, churches, prisons, and clubs,
in the fervent hope that both young
people and adults would remember,
learn, and build a better, more peaceful
world. She will always be remembered
by her challenge to ‘Never Be A By-
stander.’

‘““‘Helen believed that the worst part
of being in the concentration camps
was the feeling of being powerless. She
tried to teach people never to abuse
power and to protect those who could
not protect themselves.

““As a result of the mutual love and
respect between Helen and the genera-
tions of audiences that have heard her,
Clinton and New Hartford Senior High
Schools,” in my district—and New
Hartford Senior High School, which is
my alma mater—‘‘have each developed
scholarship awards in her name to
honor those seniors who exhibit the
character that Helen believed would
help make a better, more humane, and
peaceful world.

“These scholarships, as well as the
many other tangible gifts given by ‘her
schools,” in her honor, touched Helen
deeply. She was moved and grateful for
the hundreds of lilacs planted by her
friends and students in memory of her
father.”

The lilacs were her symbol.

But I also want to mention some-
thing really important about Helen. I
got to meet her, and actually one of
the last times I got to speak with her
was we were speaking together at Boys
State in my district in 2012 and she got
a little modern. One of the things she
was handing out to the young men who
were at Boys State learning how to po-
tentially be serving our Nation as
members of our military or in govern-
ment, she handed out these lovely lit-
tle, as you can see, one of these wrist-
bands that are so common today. And
on this wristband—this is the very
wristband that was handed to me by
Helen back in 2012. It says: ‘‘“Thou shall
not be a bystander.”’

Helen handed these out to everyone
she spoke with, to remember, and to
remember to stand up and not let these
horrors of events like the Holocaust
happen again in our time.
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I just wanted to pay tribute to her
tonight.

I thank Congressman WILSON for this
great honor to be able to speak and to
mention an outstanding member of my
district and what she stood for, and
that we shall not be bystanders and
that we shall always remember and not
let this very horrific part of human
history be forgotten and make sure
that it never gets repeated again.

I just want to say thank you, and
may God rest her soul, Helen Sperling,
an amazing inspiration to me and so
many thousands of others in my com-
munity. I just want to thank you for
giving me a moment to recognize the
great Helen Sperling from New Hart-
ford, New York.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I thank Congresswoman
CLAUDIA TENNEY very much for her
heartfelt presentation, and we appre-
ciate her military family.

While I am concluding, I would like
to recognize a few Holocaust survivors
in South Carolina. May we never forget
their pain and suffering, as well as
their family and friends who have be-
come beloved citizens of the State of
South Carolina.

Ben Stern, born in 1924 in Kielce, Po-
land. Ben spent 6 months in the Kielce
ghetto, where he was beaten and
threatened to be hung for leaving the
ghetto to get food for his family. Then
he was taken to a forced labor camp
called Henrykow, after which he never
saw his family again. He then was
transferred to Auschwitz, where he was
sorted and sent to Birkenau.

After being transferred again due to
the Russians closing in, Ben was forced
to participate in a death march where
all those left standing at the end were
murdered. He had fallen over just be-
fore those executions because he could
no longer walk. Ben was later found by
the American Army and rescued weigh-
ing 89 pounds but alive and liberated.

Bert Gosschalk, born in 1920 in a lit-
tle village in Holland. He was a mem-
ber of the resistance. After a failed re-
sistance attempt to blow up a railway
to take away Nazi’s access, he and his
wife were caught. Bert was then taken
to the SS headquarters for questioning.
There, he spent all day on his knees
without food or water.

While he was being questioned at the
SS headquarters, a Dutch resistance
group ambushed the German police. To
retaliate, the Nazis brought all the
prisoners to where the Germans had
been ambushed and murdered all of
them. Bert came back to discover there
were only seven or eight men who sur-
vived, and, thankfully, he was one.

Bluma Goldberg, born in Poland in a
town called Pinczow. Bluma joined her
sister at a labor camp where they
stayed for 2 years making bullets,
where they worked 12-hour shifts, 7
days a week.

As the Russians moved closer, Bluma
was sent to Bergen-Belsen concentra-
tion camp, where disease ran rampant
and everyone was covered in lice. After
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3 months, Bluma was able to go with
her sister Burgau, where they painted
numbers on airplanes.

Renee Kolender, born in the city of
Bochnia, Poland, in 1926. In 1941, Renee
was taken from the Kozienice ghetto to
a labor camp in a Polish town called
Skarzysko. There, Renee stayed for 3
years with her mother and brother
making ammunition.

As the Russians moved closer, Renee
was moved to a labor camp closer to
Germany where they made parts for
machines that made bullets. Eventu-
ally, she was rescued by a Jewish po-
liceman, and it was all over.

Pincus Kolender was born in the city
of Bochnia, Poland, in 1926. In 1942,
Pincus and his brother were take from
the ghetto, where they lived for about
2 years, to Auschwitz. When Pincus ar-
rived, he was lined up before the gate
to be sorted where he was sent to a
camp instead of the crematorium.

Inside the camp, his head was shaved,
and he was tattooed with the number
¢161253.” Pincus described the life in
the camp, of which he said: ‘““The hun-
ger was also terrible. We used to search
for a potato peel and fight over it. We
were constantly, 24 hours a day, always
hungry.” Every few months, a selec-
tion occurred where those who looked
feeble were sent to the crematorium.
Eventually, Pincus was saved by Gen-
eral George Patton’s Fifth Army.

Other survivors include: Rudy Herz,
born in a very small town called
Stommeln on the outskirts of Cologne,
Germany, in 1925; Trude Heller, born in
Vienna in 1922. She was 15 years old in
March 1938 when Hitler took over Aus-
tria, and upon coming to America, she
served as the First Lady with Mayor
Max Heller of the beautiful city of
Greenville, South Carolina.

Francine Taylor was born in Poland
in 1928. Her family moved to France
when she was 2 years old. They were
living in Paris on June 14, 1940, when
the French capital fell.

Leo Diamantstein, born in Heidel-
berg, Germany, in 1924.

I am grateful for this opportunity to
highlight these people and this impor-
tant issue during these ‘“Days of Re-
membrance,”” and I am hopeful that we
will make preserving this history and
telling these stories a priority.

We will never forget the lessons we
have learned from the horrific tragedy
in history. We must protect natural
God-given rights and do all in our
power to prevent these types of crimes
against humanity.

Helping the world to not forget is an
extraordinary artist of West Columbia,
South Carolina, Mary Burkett, who has
produced drawings of the murdered
children of the Holocaust. These loving
portraits were placed, last week, on
display at the Embassy of Israel in
Washington by Ambassador Ron
Dermer.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
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ADJOURNMENT

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I move that the House do now
adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 56 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, April 17, 2018, at 10 a.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

4550. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six-
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to the Central African
Republic that was declared in Executive
Order 13667 of May 12, 2014, pursuant to 50
U.S.C. 1641(c); Public Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c);
(90 Stat. 1257) and 50 U.S.C. 1703(c); Public
Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); (91 Stat. 1627); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

4551. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six-
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Syria that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13338 of May 11,
2004, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c);
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

4552. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six-
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Yemen that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13611 of May 16,
2012, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c);
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

4553. A communication from the President
of the United States, transmitting A State-
ment on the April 13, 2018, Striking of Mili-
tary Chemical Weapons-Related Facilities in
Syria, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1543(a); Public
Law 93-148, Sec. 4(a); (87 Stat. 555) (H. Doc.
No. 115—113); to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs and ordered to be printed.

4554. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a report to Congress on the
methods employed by the Government of
Cuba to enforce the United States-Cuba Sep-
tember 1994 ‘‘Joint Communique’’, the treat-
ment by the Government of Cuba of persons
returned to Cuba in accordance with the
United States-Cuba May 1995 ‘‘Joint State-
ment’’, and an update on the implementation
of the United States-Cuba January 2017
“Joint Statement’’, together known as the
Migration Accords, October 2017 to March
2018, pursuant to Public Law 105-277, Sec.
2245; (112 Stat. 2681-824); to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

4555. A letter from the Executive Analyst
(Political), Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting a notification
of a designation of acting officer, and a nom-
ination, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public
Law 105-277, 1561(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

4556. A letter from the Regulations Coordi-
nator, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services, Department of Health and Human
Services, transmitting the Department’s
Major final rule — Medicare Program; Con-
tract Year 2019 Policy and Technical
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Changes to the Medicare Advantage, Medi-
care Cost Plan, Medicare Fee-for-Service,
the Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit Pro-
grams, and the PACE Program [CMS-4182-F]
(RIN: 0938-AT08) received April 12, 2018, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); jointly to the
Committees on Energy and Commerce and
Ways and Means.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. BRADY of Texas: Committee on Ways
and Means. H.R. 4403. A bill to amend the
Tariff Act of 1930 to protect personally iden-
tifiable information, and for other purposes;
with an amendment (Rept. 115-639). Referred
to the House Calendar.

Mr. BYRNE: Committee on Rules. House
Resolution 830. Resolution providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 5192) to authorize
the Commissioner of Social Security to pro-
vide confirmation of fraud protection data to
certain permitted entities, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. 115-640). Referred to the House
Calendar.

Mr. NEWHOUSE: Committee on Rules.
House Resolution 831. Resolution providing
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 5444) to
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
modernize and improve the Internal Revenue
Service, and for other purposes, and pro-
viding for consideration of the bill (H.R. 5445)
to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986
to improve cybersecurity and taxpayer iden-
tity protection, and modernize the informa-
tion technology of the Internal Revenue
Service, and for other purposes (Rept. 115-
641). Referred to the House Calendar.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. WALZ (for himself, Mr. ROE of
Tennessee, and Mr. CORREA):

H.R. 5520. A bill to authorize the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs to use the authority of
the Secretary to conduct and support re-
search on the efficacy and safety of medic-
inal cannabis, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mrs. HARTZLER (for herself, Mr.
CORREA, and Mr. BoST):

H.R. 5521. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide for the non-applica-
bility of non-Department of Veterans Affairs
covenants not to compete to the appoint-
ment of certain Veterans Health Administra-
tion personnel, to permit the Veterans
Health Administration to make contingent
appointments, and to require certain Vet-
erans Health Administration physicians to
complete residency training; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. BACON (for himself, Mr. AUSTIN
ScoTT of Georgia, Mr. PANETTA, and
Mr. CARBAJAL):

H.R. 5522. A Dbill to direct the Secretary of
Defense to carry out certain activities to en-
sure the readiness of the Department of De-
fense with respect to joint electromagnetic
spectrum operations; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

By Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana (for him-
self, Mr. AMODEI, Mr. KNIGHT, Mr.
RUPPERSBERGER, and Mr. MAST):

H.R. 5523. A bill to direct the Attorney
General and the Secretary of Education to
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develop and implement best practices for oc-
cupation-specific education for school re-
source officers; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce, and in addition to
the Committee on the Judiciary, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. MARCHANT (for himself, Mr.

ABRAHAM, and Mr. ROSS):

H.R. 5524. A bill to amend title 39, United
States Code, to require the United States
Postal Service to establish rates for delivery
of inbound international mail that do not
discriminate between foreign and domestic
mailers, to review foreign practices with re-
spect to the exchange of e-commerce goods
with the United States, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, and in addition to the
Committees on Ways and Means, and For-
eign Affairs, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. RATCLIFFE:

H.R. 5525. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Agriculture to transfer certain National For-
est System land in the State of Texas; to the
Committee on Agriculture.

By Mrs. HANDEL:

H. Res. 832. A resolution recognizing line-
men, the profession of linemen, the contribu-
tions of these brave men and women who
protect public safety, and expressing support
for the designation of April 18, 2018, as Na-
tional Lineman Appreciation Day; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

———

MEMORIALS

Under clause 3 of rule XII, memorials
were presented and referred as follows:

175. The SPEAKER presented a memorial
of the Legislature of the State of Idaho, rel-
ative to Senate Joint Memorial No. 103, op-
posing any new federal national monument
designations or further designations of wil-
derness in the State of Idaho without the ap-
proval of the United States Congress and the
Idaho Legislature; to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

176. Also, a memorial of the Legislature of
the State of Idaho, relative to Senate Joint
Memorial No. 104, requesting a permanent
exemption from the USDOT-FMCSA ELD
mandate granted by whichever means appro-
priate for livestock and agriculture com-
modity transporters; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

177. Also, a memorial of the General As-
sembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky,
relative to House Concurrent Resolution No.
35, urging the United States Congress to
take action by enacting legislation that en-
courages large-scale commercial cultivation
of hemp by removing it from the list of con-
trolled substances under the Federal Con-
trolled Substances Act; jointly to the Com-
mittees on Energy and Commerce, the Judi-
ciary, and Financial Services.

——————

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Mr. WALZ:
H.R. 5520.
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 5 of Section 8 of Article 1 of the
Constitution.

By Mrs. HARTZLER:

H.R. 5521.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18; and Article
VI, Clause 2 of the United States Constitu-
tion.

By Mr. BACON:

H.R. 5522.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution: ‘‘to make rules for the govern-
ment and regulation of land and mnaval
forces”

By Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana:

H.R. 5523.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

U.S.C. Art I Sec 8cl 18

By Mr. MARCHANT:

H.R. 5524.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

U.S. Constitution Art. I Sec. 8 cl. 1, under
the ‘“Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties,
Imposts and Excises’’;

Art. I Sec. 8 cl. 3, under the power ‘‘To reg-
ulate Commerce with foreign Nations’’;

Art. I Sec. 8 cl. 7, under the power ‘“To es-
tablish Post Offices and post Roads’’; and

Art. I Sec. 8 cl. 18, under the power ‘‘To
make all Laws which shall be necessary and
proper for carrying into Execution the fore-
going Powers, and all other Powers vested by
this Constitution in the Government of the
United States, or in any Department or Offi-
cer thereof.”

By Mr. RATCLIFFE:

H.R. 5525.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 4, Section 3, Clause 2, relating to
the power of Congress to dispose of and make
all needful rules and regulations respecting
the territory or other property belonging to
the United States.

————

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 4: Mr. KNIGHT.
H.R. 365: Mr. BACON.
H.R. 466: Mr. CUELLAR.
H.R. 787: Mr. DESAULNIER.
H.R. 809: Mr. SOTO and Mr. DESAULNIER.
. 846: Mrs. LAWRENCE.
. 858: Mr. ScOTT of Virginia.
. 881: Mr. BLUM.
H.R. 1038: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey and Mr.
HIGGINS of Louisiana.
H.R. 1057: Mr. BURGESS.
H.R. 1098: Ms. CLARKE of New York.
H.R. 1192: Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois.
H.R. 1291: Mr. Suo0zzl, Mrs. DAVIS of Cali-
fornia, and Mr. CARBAJAL.
H.R. 1318: Mr. BACON and Ms. JUDY CHU of
California.
H.R. 1360: Mr. HUNTER.
H.R. 1375: Ms. BONAMICI.
H.R. 1377: Mr. BURGESS, Mr. RASKIN, and
Mr. RUPPERSBERGER.
H.R. 1542: Mr. HIMES, Mr. MOOLENAAR, Mr.
LUETKEMEYER, and Mr. HASTINGS.
H.R. 1617: . SHEA-PORTER.
. 1626: Mr. SCHRADER.
. 1683: . KIND.
. 1759: . NORTON.
. 1772: Mr. GUTIERREZ.
. 1825: . WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.
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H.R. 1861: Mr. MITCHELL.

H.R. 1884: Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. KING of New
York, and Mr. RASKIN.

H.R. 1972: Ms. SINEMA.

H.R. 2004: Mr. ROTHFUS.

H.R. 2049: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY.

H.R. 2069: Ms. JAYAPAL
FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 2095: Ms. WILSON of Florida.

H.R. 2309: Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mrs. TORRES, and
Mr. KILMER.

H.R. 2315: Mr. TONKO, Mr. Suozzl, and Ms.
WILSON of Florida.

H.R. 2341: Mr. MEADOWS.

H.R. 2366: Ms. DELAURO.

H.R. 2556: Ms. ROSEN.

H.R. 2598: Mr. CARDENAS.

H.R. 26562: Ms. JUDY CHU of California and
Mr. HIMES.

H.R. 2669:

H.R. 2832:

H.R. 2913:

H.R. 3045:

and Mr.

Mr. DESAULNIER.
Mr. WITTMAN.
Ms. McCOLLUM.
Mr. YARMUTH.
H.R. 3174: Mr. MACARTHUR.
H.R. 3227: Mr. Suozzi, Mr. MCNERNEY, and
Mr. VISCLOSKY.
H.R. 3533: Mr. SUOZZI.
H.R. 3545: Ms. BONAMICI.
H.R. 3566: Mr. BERGMAN.
H.R. 3642: Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia.
H.R. 3666: Miss RICE of New York.
H.R. 3755: Mr. CARBAJAL.
H.R. 3767: Miss RICE of New York, Mr. RUP-
PERSBERGER, and Mr. MOULTON.
H.R. 3773: Mr. O’ROURKE.
H.R. 3815: Mr. DEFAZIO.
H.R. 3832: Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana.

H.R. 3883: Mr. COLLINS of New York.
H.R. 3931: Mr. CLEAVER and Mr.
FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 3940: Mr. KILMER and Mr. RATCLIFFE.

H.R. 3956: Mr. LUETKEMEYER.

H.R. 4077: Mr. CRIST and Mr. COSTELLO of
Pennsylvania.

H.R. 4099: Mr. HIMES, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, and
Mr. NEWHOUSE.

H.R. 4234: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 4265: Mr. QUIGLEY.

H.R. 4345: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. BROWN
of Maryland, Mr. THOMPSON of California,
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Mr. SMITH of Washington, and Mr. JoDY B.
HiICE of Georgia.

H.R. 4444: Mr.
BUTTERFIELD.

H.R. 4509: Ms. ROSEN.

H.R. 4739: Ms. JACKSON LEE and Mr. JOHN-
SON of Georgia.

H.R. 4827: Ms.

H.R. 4841: Mr.

H.R. 5083: Ms.

H.R. 5090: Mr.

H.R. 5102: Mr. BARR.

H.R. 5105: Mr. LONG.

H.R. 5107: Mr. GIANFORTE, Ms. JENKINS of
Kansas, and Mr. TIPTON.

H.R. 5124: Mr. POCAN, Mr. LYNCH, Mr.
FITZPATRICK, Ms. GABBARD, Mr. LARSON of
Connecticut, Ms. STEFANIK, and Mr. THOMP-
SON of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 5129: Ms. NORTON, Mr. EMMER, Ms.
JuDy CHU of California, Mr. PANETTA, Mr.
FITZPATRICK, Ms. TITUS, Mr. Ross, and Ms.
KAPTUR.

H.R. 5155: Mr. YARMUTH, Ms. DEGETTE,
Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York, and
Mr. POCAN.

H.R. 5171: Mr. AMODEI and Ms. CHENEY.

H.R. 5176: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 5191: Mr. RUPPERSBERGER and Mr.
SUO0ZZI.

H.R. 5199: Mr. ROTHFUS and Mr. WOMACK.

H.R. 5222: Ms. McCOLLUM.

H.R. 5242: Mr. GRIFFITH and Mr. RODNEY
DAvVIs of Illinois.

H.R. 5251: Ms. ROSEN.

H.R. 5252: Mr. MITCHELL.

H.R. 5272: Mr. FITZPATRICK and Ms.
BONAMICI.

H.R. 5274: Ms. T1TUS, Mr. TED LIEU of Cali-
fornia, Mr. CICILLINE, Mr. SHERMAN, and Mr.
POE of Texas.

H.R. 5292: Mr.

H.R. 5321: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 5358: Mr. LONG and Mr. MITCHELL.

H.R. 5383: Mr. CAPUANO and Ms. BROWNLEY
of California.

H.R. 5388: Ms.

H.R. 5407: Mr.

H.R. 5415: Mr.

H.R. 5417: Mr.

CARTWRIGHT and Mr.

MATSUIL

KELLY of Pennsylvania.
JUDY CHU of California.
YARMUTH.

PANETTA.

CLARKE of New York.
ROSSs.

FITZPATRICK.
TIPTON.
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H.R. 5422: Mr. MESSER.

H.R. 5439: Ms. SINEMA.

H.R. 5460: Ms. STEFANIK and Mr. COHEN.

H.R. 5467: Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas and Mr. VARGAS.

H.R. 5473: Mr. KHANNA.

H.R. 5480: Mr. McCAUL and Mrs. TORRES.

H.R. 5483: Mr. DESAULNIER.

H.R. 5503: Mr. LUCAS, Mr. POSEY, Mrs. CoM-
STOCK, Mr. ABRAHAM, Mr. BANKS of Indiana,
Mr. BIigGs, Mr. DUNN, Mr. WEBER of Texas,
Mr. HULTGREN, and Mr. MARSHALL.

H.R. 5505: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.J. Res. 132: Ms. JENKINS of Kansas.

H. Con. Res. 20: Mr. VARGAS.

H. Con. Res. 111: Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Geor-
gia, Mr. MOULTON, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, and Mr. KILMER.

Res. 342: Mr. CICILLINE.

Res. 401: Ms. ROSEN.

Res. 434: Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida.
Res. 737: Mr. SUOZZI.

Res. 763: Mr. RoSS.

Res. 785: Mr. NORMAN.

Res. 812: Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Res. 817: Ms. HANABUSA and Ms. JUDY
CHU of California.

H. Res. 823: Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts,
Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of
New York, Ms. McCoLLUM, and Mr. GRI-
JALVA.

CONGRESSIONAL EARMARKS, LIM-
ITED TAX BENEFITS, OR LIM-
ITED TARIFF BENEFITS

Under clause 9 of rule XXI, lists or
statements on congressional earmarks,
limited tax benefits, or limited tariff
benefits were submitted as follows:

OFFERED BY MR. HENSARLING

The provisions that warranted a referral to
the Committee on Financial Services in H.R.
4 do not contain any congressional ear-
marks, limited tax benefits, or limited tariff
benefits as defined in clause 9 of rule XXI.
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The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

—————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, from whom comes all
things good and true, we give reverence
to Your Name. Lord, forgive us when
we don’t take time to think clearly,
pray sincerely, and cultivate the sense
of Your presence. Thank You for
strengthening our faith, renewing our
courage, and sheltering us from harm.

Bless our Senators. May Your grace
and peace sustain them as they find in
You the source of all mercy and com-
fort. Grant that their faith in Your
power will strengthen them through
every season of trials. Lord, give them
the wisdom to pray for one another so
they will cooperate with each other in
working for Your glory.

We pray in Your Holy Name. Amen.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
YOUNG). Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

Senate

AMENDING THE WHITE MOUNTAIN
APACHE TRIBE WATER RIGHTS
QUANTIFICATION ACT OF 2010

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the House mes-
sage to accompany S. 140, which the
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

House message to accompany S. 140, a bill
to amend the White Mountain Apache Tribe
Water Rights Quantification Act of 2010 to
clarify the use of amounts in the WMAT Set-
tlement Fund.

Pending:

McConnell motion to concur in the amend-
ment of the House to the bill.

McConnell motion to concur in the amend-
ment of the House to the bill, with McCon-
nell amendment No. 2227 (to the amendment
of the House to the bill), to change the en-
actment date.

McConnell amendment No. 2228 (to amend-
ment No. 2227), of a perfecting nature.

McConnell motion to refer the message of
the House on the bill to the Committee on
Indian Affairs, with instructions, McConnell
amendment No. 2229, to change the enact-
ment date.

McConnell amendment No. 2230 (to (the in-
structions) amendment No. 2229), of a per-
fecting nature.

McConnell amendment No. 2231 (to amend-
ment No. 2230), of a perfecting nature.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Montana.

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I rise to
urge my colleagues to vote in support
of the Tribal Labor Sovereignty Act.

My legislation is about bringing jobs
to the most economically disadvan-
taged communities in Montana and
empowering Indian Tribes to determine
their own destinies. In fact, for 14

yvears, the Federal Government has
placed prohibitive regulations on
tribes, which has infringed on their

rights and cost them jobs and economic
opportunities. Now Montana’s Tribes
and the Tribal communities across the
country suffer from some of the Na-
tion’s highest unemployment. This leg-
islation will restore the parity between
Tribal governments and Federal, State,

and local governments as well as pro-
tect and respect the Tribes’ right to
sovereignty.

It is time for the Federal Govern-
ment to step out of the Tribes’ way so
they can make the right decisions for
their communities, for their people,
and create good-paying jobs on reserva-
tions.

On behalf of Montana’s 12 federally
recognized Tribes, as a member of the
Senate Committee on Indian Affairs, as
the chair of the Senate Western Cau-
cus, and as an original author of this
legislation both in this Congress and
the last, I urge my colleagues to make
the right choice and support the Tribal
Labor Sovereignty Act.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

ATR STRIKES ON SYRIA

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
want to begin this afternoon by com-
mending the men and women who
make up the world’s most capable mili-
tary. Over the weekend, America’s all-
volunteer Armed Forces executed a
challenging mission with precision and
with excellence. At the President’s
order, the United States joined with
our British and French allies in mili-
tary action to respond to Bashar al-
Assad’s use of chemical weapons
against the Syrian people.

I support both the actions taken and
the underlying objectives.

The tactics the Assad regime has de-
ployed to consolidate gains and ter-
rorize the people of Syria have stood in
defiance of the clear U.S. position that
the use of chemical weapons is simply
unacceptable. It was time to act.

Americans have become used to flaw-
less execution on the part of our uni-
formed military. Times like these com-
pel us to pause and appreciate their ex-
cellence and their heroism. We must
remember that none of it could occur
without extensive training, careful
planning, robust investment, and the
professionalism, dedication, and brav-
ery of our servicemembers.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.
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Mr. President, on a completely dif-
ferent matter, this afternoon the Sen-
ate will vote to advance legislation
from Senator MORAN that would bol-
ster the proper sovereignty of Amer-
ican Indian Tribes in the face of exces-
sive Federal regulations.

From the passage of the National
Labor Relations Act of 1935 all the way
until 2004, the NLRB respected the sov-
ereignty status of Tribal government
employers. But because the law does
not technically provide that exemp-
tion, the NLRB discarded that prece-
dent in 2004 and has become entangled
in local Tribal decisions.

By intervening in Tribal affairs on a
case-by-case basis, the NLRB has effec-
tively been picking winners and losers
among different businesses. The result
has been regulatory confusion and a
lessening of Tribal governments’ au-
thority to govern their own lands.

This legislation would correct the 83-
year-old oversight that led to this con-
fusion. It would codify in law that fed-
erally recognized Tribal governments
should be exempt from such regulation,
just like other State and local govern-
ments.

More than 160 Tribes, Tribal corpora-
tions, and Tribal trade associations
support Senator MORAN’s legislation. I
am proud to support it as well, and I
urge every one of us to vote to advance
the bill later this afternoon.

TAX REFORM

Mr. President, tomorrow’s tax filing
deadline is not exactly a national holi-
day, but millions of Americans use the
end of tax season as a time to pause
and to take stock. In recent weeks, at
kitchen tables in Kentucky and across
the country, working families have
been crunching the numbers. For too
long, our country’s outdated and unfair
Tax Code made life more difficult than
it needed to be for middle-class fami-
lies. Now all of that is changing.

Tomorrow marks the last time Amer-
ica’s working families, entrepreneurs,
and job creators will have to file under
that old Tax Code. This Republican
Congress and President Trump got rid
of it and put a brandnew 21st century
Tax Code in its place. Now Americans
are rightly anticipating a better year
ahead, and they aren’t having to wait
very long.

President Trump is in Florida today
to hold a roundtable discussion with
small business owners. On Main Streets
from Miami to Tallahassee, tax reform
is empowering local employers to cre-
ate more prosperity for their employ-
ees and for their communities.

In Melbourne, the owner of Stellar
Transport, a shuttle service that works
closely with Florida’s elderly, is using
tax savings to raise wages, expand paid
vacation, and cover a 26-percent in-
crease in healthcare costs for his 60
employees.

In Jacksonville, Magellan Transport
Logistics is planning to buy a new
47,000-square-foot facility and hire 100
new employees as part of an ambitious
plan to succeed under the new pro-
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growth Tax Code. Of course, these are
among the first fruits of the U.S. econ-
omy under this historic new law.

Millions of U.S. workers are receiv-
ing bonuses, raises, and special bene-
fits, not to mention lower utility rates
and increased opportunities. As em-
ployers adopt new withholding prac-
tices, more and more workers will see
more of their own money going into
their own pockets.

Florida’s workers and entrepreneurs
should be proud of Senator RUBIO, who
was instrumental in getting tax reform
across the finish line. In particular, his
efforts helped Republicans to secure a
significant increase in the child tax
credit.

It is surprising that Florida’s senior
Senator didn’t want any part of all
these tax cuts and new jobs. He took
every opportunity to vote with every
other Democrat and try to block these
tax cuts from happening. Fortunately,
Republicans overcame partisan opposi-
tion and made tax reform a reality.

MEASURE PLACED ON THE CALENDAR—S. 2667

Mr. President, I understand there is a
bill at the desk due for a second read-
ing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
second time.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2667) to amend the Agricultural
Marketing Act of 1946 to provide for State
and Tribal regulation of hemp production,
and for other purposes.

Mr. MCCONNELL. In order to place
the bill on the calendar under the pro-
visions of rule XIV, I object to further
proceedings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be
placed on the calendar.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
come to the floor as a former chairman
of the Indian Affairs Committee of the
Senate to talk about the issue of the
Tribal Labor Sovereignty Act—the
package before us today to be discussed
and voted on within the next hour.

I know we are going to be hearing
from the current chairman, Senator
HOEVEN. We are going to be hearing
from Senator MORAN, Senator FLAKE,
and others. I would like to associate
my remarks with those I know they
will make, specifically, those of the
chairman and my other colleagues, and
emphasize the need to recognize and re-
spect Tribal sovereignty.

As Senator MORAN will explain short-
ly, this legislation seeks to fix the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board’s 2004 de-
cision to treat Tribal government em-
ployers and tribally owned businesses
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as private entities, not as sovereign

governments.
They are sovereign governments.
The National Labor Relations

Board’s decision, I think, is the wrong
decision. It increased uncertainty for
Tribes, as Tribes suddenly faced regula-
tion from a body that failed to recog-
nize their government-to-government
relationship. I think it was a complete
mistake by the National Labor Rela-
tions Board, which is why I am proudly
here to support the legislation we are
discussing here today.

Suddenly, as a result of this ruling,
these Tribal businesses became com-
mercial entities. These businesses pro-
vide critical services on Tribal lands
and in their communities. I believe the
National Labor Relations Board’s deci-
sion—and the litigation that inevitably
followed—has only increased uncer-
tainty in Indian Country and is in di-
rect opposition to the entire notion of
Tribal sovereignty.

Indian Tribes have a right to sov-
ereignty. We must work to ensure
there is true parity between govern-
ments. We must actively respect the
government-to-government relation-
ship.

Over the last many years, Congress
has worked to address policies that
have been detrimental to Tribes, in-
cluding those affecting Tribal sov-
ereignty. That is why we are here
today to vote on this important piece
of legislation. Tribal sovereignty al-
lows Tribes to govern themselves, to
regulate Tribal businesses, and to pro-
vide essential services for Tribal mem-
bers.

As we consider this package before us
today, I want to commend Chairman
HOEVEN, Vice Chairman UDALL, and
others for working together to move
this important legislation through the
Senate.

This package is no different. Senator
McCAIN and Senator FLAKE have
worked for many years to resolve the
White Mountain Apache water settle-
ment issues. I see Senator FLAKE is
here to discuss those issues. Senator
HEINRICH and Senator UDALL recognize
the need for greater certainty in land
management through the Santa Clara
long-term lease. Senator MORAN has
been a great leader on this issue. That
is why I am proud to be standing with

him today.
I would urge all of my colleagues to
join Chairman HOEVEN, Senator

MORAN, and our committee in pro-
viding the parity for Tribal govern-
ments as they govern their future.

Thank you, Mr. President.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arizona.

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, I thank
the Senator from Wyoming for his
comments and all those who have
worked so hard to bring this legislation
to the floor, which we will be voting on
later tonight.

Indian water settlements are an in-
valuable tool to ensure that Tribes re-
ceive the water rights they are entitled
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to and that other water users are given
the certainty they require.

In States like my home State of Ari-
zona, water rights have a substantial
impact on the lives and livelihoods of
so many residents. So these measures
are critical to communities around the
great State of Arizona.

I rise today to support the legislation
I introduced aimed at ensuring that
the previously enacted White Mountain
Apache Tribe Water Rights Quantifica-
tion Act of 2010 is properly interpreted
by the Department of Interior. This
bill clarifies that settlement funds
awarded to the Tribe may be used for a
critical rural water system. This new
system is essential for the Tribe and
will allow them to deliver drinking
water to their members.

The measure I am proposing today is
also time sensitive. The White Moun-
tain settlement includes an enforce-
ability date that means if this water
system project is not completely ap-
proved by May 2021, it becomes void. In
order to realistically meet this dead-
line, this bill must pass as soon as pos-
sible so that the Tribe has time to
complete the necessary project studies.

This bill also corrects an issue with
the National Labor Relations Act. For
nearly 70 years, Tribal governments
were exempt from the act, just like
local and State governments and the
Federal Government. However, in 2004
the NLRB inappropriately ruled that
Tribes were no longer exempt. This
measure would create parity for Tribal
governments, giving them the same
employer rights afforded to other Fed-
eral, State, and local governments.

Importantly, this element of the bill
also applies to Tribal employers on
Tribal lands, meaning any tribally
owned and operated institution not on
Tribal land would be treated as normal,
private-sector employers. This bill also
offers two important clarifications—
one of which is desperately needed to
allow the White Mountain Apache
Tribe to move forward on a vital rural
water system project.

I urge the bill’s passage so that we
can ensure that Tribes are best able to
serve their people and to improve their
communities.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. BAR-
RASSO0). The Senator from Kansas.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, thank
you for your remarks on the floor ear-
lier this afternoon. I rise to have the
Senate consider and to have a con-
versation about S. 140, a package of
three bills that will have positive bene-
fits on Indian Country.

Two bills in the package—the Sen-
ator from Arizona was talking about
one of them. Two bills in this package,
S. 140, the White Mountain Apache
Water Rights Quantification Act, spon-
sored by Senators Flake and McCain,
and S. 249, a bill to provide that the
Pueblo of Santa Clara may lease for 99
years certain restricted land, sponsored
by Senators UDALL and HEINRICH of
New Mexico, have already received
unanimous consent from the Senate.
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The third bill in the package, the
Tribal Labor Sovereignty Act, was at-
tached as a message from the House to
S. 140 in January. I am the sponsor of
this legislation in the Senate, which
should be noncontroversial in a cham-
ber where Members of the Senate pro-
fess to be supportive of Tribal sov-
ereignty. This concept has been around
since 2005, and I became interested in
this topic and introduced legislation in
2013—now b years ago.

I suppose all of us, from time to time,
may introduce legislation that is a
messaging point or a talking point. In
this and in most every other case,
when I introduce legislation I work
hard to see that it becomes law. I work
in a bipartisan way to bring Repub-
licans and Democrats together and for
rural and urban Members of the Senate
to work together. This is an example of
that. There is nothing about this legis-
lation that is a messaging to Tribes or
to others. It is not an introduction of a
piece of legislation designed to make a
point. It is a piece of legislation de-
signed to become law.

This bill has passed the House and is
now pending here in the Senate today.
I hope to use this opportunity to con-
vey to my colleagues that this legisla-
tion is not a radical proposition but
rather a restoration of the sovereign
status of Tribal governments. Indeed,
by moving forward with this legisla-
tion, we can enshrine the status quo
that existed for 70 years after the pas-
sage of the National Labor Relations
Act, until the National Labor Rela-
tions Board stripped Tribes of their
government status under the NLRA.
By making explicit that Tribal govern-
ments are distinct and sovereign and
capable of making their own decisions,
we will correct a decade-old error made
by the NLRB.

(Mr. YOUNG assumed the Chair.)

The Tribal Labor Sovereignty Act is
simple and narrow. It amends the
NLRA to exempt tribally owned enti-
ties operated on tribally owned lands—
no more, no less. Businesses owned by
individual Tribal members or oper-
ations off Tribal lands still remain sub-
ject to the scrutiny of the NLRB.

Many of those who have expressed
opposition to this bill will say: I sup-
port Tribal sovereignty—but. If you
have to qualify your support for Tribal
sovereignty in order to protect your
own interests instead of the Tribes,
then, no, you really don’t support Trib-
al sovereignty. Tribal sovereignty is
something we believe in. Tribes of Na-
tive Americans—those who inhabited
this country before our ancestors ar-
rived—were granted sovereignty over
their own businesses decades or genera-
tions ago.

Senators have voiced on the Senate
floor that this is not about sovereignty
but about an attack on labor. That is
simply not true. One accusation is that
this bill is truly an attack on labor be-
cause it doesn’t provide exemptions
from other Federal legislation. If my
colleagues are objecting to this bill be-
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cause of its narrow scope, then will
they support making it broader? I
think the answer to that is clearly no.
If they are serious about that, then
let’s have a conversation.

I am not new to Tribal issues. My in-
troduction to this topic began when I
was elected to the Kansas State Senate
a long time ago now. I was a freshman
member. I happened to have a law de-
gree and was assigned by the leadership
of the State senate to conduct negotia-
tions and to chair a committee on In-
dian gaming in Kansas. I spent the
next 2 years in front of a Federal dis-
trict judge, negotiating an agreement
under IGRA for Indian gaming in Kan-
sas.

Other examples of our efforts include
the passage of general welfare exclu-
sion legislation with Senator HEITKAMP
of North Dakota that passed this Sen-
ate and became law several years ago
now. Again, it was trying to make
clear that Tribal decisions made on be-
half of Tribal members are much better
decisions than those made by Congress
but especially by those made by agen-
cies and bureaucracies—in that case,
the IRS; today, the National Labor Re-
lations Board.

We have also worked on other issues
related to Tribal interests, including a
Carcieri fix and the ability to bring
land into trust—issues that are impor-
tant to Tribes across the country. My
point is, this is another piece of legisla-
tion in a series that the Senate has
pursued in which we are doing right by
those who preceded us as our ancestors
settled in America.

I don’t think that the critics of this
bill want Tribal governments exempt
from the other statutes either. No, the
objection isn’t about the sovereignty
granted by this legislation. It is not
that it doesn’t go far enough; it is what
it does grant sovereignty for.

I would ask my colleagues: If the
Senate denied Tribal sovereignty in
this instance, what Tribal rights are
going to be targeted next? The point is,
if you are for sovereignty, you are for
sovereignty in all circumstances, and
you don’t have the ability to choose. It
is based upon a legal and moral obliga-
tion that we have to Tribes here in the
United States.

Others have criticized this legisla-
tion. They have said that non-Tribal
members cannot vote for Tribal gov-
ernments, and therefore this is dif-
ferent from States. Again, this legisla-
tion puts Tribes in the same position,
under NLRB, as States and other local
units of government—but that is not
true either. A person living in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, who works in Vir-
ginia, is subject to Virginia labor laws
without having a say in forming those
laws.

In 2013, there was an issue of Tribal
sovereignty on the U.S. Senate floor. It
was broader than that. It was VAWA—
the Violence Against Women Act. I
supported its reauthorization, which
included new authorities for Tribal
governments to protect Native Amer-
ican women when they are harmed by
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non-Indians. With VAWA’s passage,
Congress placed our trust in Tribes to
exact justice in the circumstance of do-
mestic violence and violence against
women.

The point here is that we rightly de-
termined that Tribes should have the
ability to punish Indian and non-Indian
violent offenders, but today it is being
argued that we can’t trust them to
treat Indian and non-Indian employees
justly.

I remember the allegations against
my colleagues who voted against
VAWA were that they were not sup-
portive of Tribal sovereignty. Those
who oppose this bill today are subject
to exactly the same criticism.

There is also an assumption being
made that employees of tribally owned
entities are being treated poorly or will
be treated poorly if this legislation
passes. The majority of Tribes are lo-
cated in rural areas, where the labor
pool is often inadequate. It is to the
Tribes’ advantage to treat their em-
ployees fairly in order to retain them.
As a matter of fact, many Tribes have
the highest wages and provide the best
benefits in their region. Tribal jobs are
coveted because prospective employees
know what they stand to gain by their
employment.

The idea that Tribal government en-
terprise workers should be treated as
commercial rather than governmental
workers doesn’t hold up. A Tribal ca-
sino worker is no less of a government
employee than an employee of a State-
owned-and-operated enterprise that in-
cludes liquor stores, ski resorts, and,
yes, casinos.

In 2015, the Senate Indian Affairs
Committee held legislative hearings on
the Tribal Labor Sovereignty Act—the
legislation we are considering today—
and testifying before the Committee
was Robert Welch, chairman of the
Viejas Band of Kumeyaay Indians in
California. Despite being a unionized
Tribe—employees of the tribally owned
facilities are union members—Chair-
man Welch testified in support of this
bill.

Many Tribes welcome labor unions.
That is fine. The point is, it is their de-
cision. The Tribal decision is where
this issue rests. The point of this legis-
lation is it is up to the Tribes to de-
cide, not the NLRB.

More than 160 Tribes and Tribal orga-
nizations support this legislation and
have worked hard to see its passage.
They support it because the principle
of Tribal sovereignty is critical to
their well-being.

The vote I seek today is not a par-
tisan ploy. I have worked to pass this
legislation without a recorded vote. I
have taken to the floor to do live UC
requests on a number of occasions but
have been met with objections. I have
worked to get this legislation included
in appropriations bills, but it was al-
ways forced out at the last minute.

In recent bipartisan legislation, Re-
publican leadership, Chairman HOEVEN,
and I were open to attaching both
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NAHASDA and TLSA, but TLSA’s in-
clusion was deemed unacceptable. This
is not about making anybody cast a
difficult vote. We have tried to do this
in a way that eliminates that option,
that necessity. We had two victories
lined up for Indian Country—
NAHASDA and TLSA—and we got no-
where because of opposition to Tribal
sovereignty. That brings us to where
we are today on the Senate floor. It re-
quires a Senate vote that will take
place in a little more than half an
hour.

It is important to note that Tribal
sovereignty enjoys bipartisan support.
Nearly two dozen Democrats, including
Members of the House Democratic
leadership, supported this legislation
in January when it passed the House,
and we have strong bipartisan backing
in the Senate as well. The Senate Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs reported this
out by voice vote last summer. Demo-
cratic colleagues of mine have spoken
in favor of it.

The late Senator Daniel Inouye of
Hawaii wrote in 2009: ‘‘Congress should
affirm the original construction of
NLRA by expressly including Indian
tribes in the definition of employer.”
Senator Daniel Inouye continues to be
held in high regard in the U.S. Senate
for his work in the U.S. Senate, for his
service to his Nation, and for his firm
commitment to Tribes and to Native
Hawaiians. Again, Senator Inouye, who
is no longer with us, said: ‘‘Congress
should affirm the original construction
of the NLRA by expressly including In-
dian tribes in the definition of em-
ployer.”

What this bipartisan consensus dem-
onstrates is that this is not about
labor. This is about the ability of Trib-
al governments to be treated equally as
other levels of government and to pro-
vide vital services to their people with-
out fear of work stoppages.

Jefferson Keel, president of the Na-
tional Congress of American Indians,
wrote in February:

Tribes make an array of public services
available to their tribal citizens and other
local residents: law enforcement, fire and
EMS departments, schools and hospitals, and
natural resource management.

These are things Tribes do on a daily
basis for Tribal members and for resi-
dents.

All tribal governments play critical roles
in ensuring the safety, health, and stability
of tribal and surrounding communities.

He goes on to write that in 1935, Con-
gress ‘‘did not want the kind of labor
strife and work stoppages that could
paralyze federal, state and local gov-
ernments, jeopardizing public health
and safety in the process.”

Eighty years later, why it is that
every other form of government in this
country is treated one way and Tribes
another? That, my colleagues, is not
right. Why do Tribes have to accept
others determining their workplace
rules but not their counterparts? Why
is it that the well-being of Native
Americans on reservations, who rely on
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these services, might be placed at risk?
But most importantly, why would we
deny sovereignty when Tribes are enti-
tled to it?

Senator UDALL, my friend and col-
league from New Mexico, who serves as
our committee’s vice chair, the rank-
ing member, understands the impor-
tance of self-governance. He recently
said: ‘‘Decisions made by Tribes for
Tribes produce the best outcomes for
their unique communities.”

Is there a U.S. Senator who doesn’t
believe that decisions made at home
are better because we are all unique?
We have unique circumstances in every
State across the country and in every
community. Local folks can make bet-
ter decisions about what makes sense
in their local community. We know
that for our constituents; we should
know that for Tribal members. Again,
Senator UDALL said: ‘‘Decisions made
by Tribes for Tribes produce the best
outcomes for their unique cir-
cumstances.”

What we will be voting on shortly is
really a question of whether the Mem-
bers of this Chamber—U.S. Senators
who swore to uphold the Constitution
and fill their responsibilities—believe
that Tribal governments, elected by
their members, possess the right to
make informed decisions on behalf of
those they represent. I say they do, and
I hope that most of my colleagues—in
fact, I hope all of my colleagues agree
with that sentiment.

We have been working at this legisla-
tion for 5 years now. Decisions will be
made 30 minutes from now that will
have a huge consequence, perhaps not
on me, perhaps not on many of my con-
stituents but on Tribal leaders and the
individual Tribal members who elected
them to make decisions on their be-
half. We would be offended if people
intruded on our abilities to make deci-
sions for our constituents, and Tribal
leaders are no different.

This is important legislation. It is
not political. It is about making the
right decision for the right reason so
that good outcomes can benefit all
Americans—all who live here in the
United States—and I ask my colleagues
to seriously consider and, ultimately,
vote for this bill, S. 140, which includes
the Tribal Labor Sovereignty Act.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
MORAN). The Senator from Ohio.

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I strong-
ly encourage my colleagues to reject
this anti-worker bill masquerading as
an issue of Tribal sovereignty.

I strongly support Tribal sov-
ereignty. I can’t speak for everyone in
this body, but I am virtually certain
that every single Democratic Member
of this body supports Tribal sov-
ereignty, and I am pretty certain that
most Republican Members of this body
support Tribal sovereignty, but that is
not what this bill is about. This is just
the latest battle in the decades-long
war that so many in this town have
been waging to undermine the rights of

(Mr.
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American workers. This bill strips
away the rights of 600,000 employees at
Tribal casinos, so 600,000 employees at
casinos on Tribal lands will lose their
right to collective bargaining. We
know what that means to their wages
and their benefits. Seventy-five per-
cent of these 600,000 employees are not
members of a Tribe. So when these ca-
sinos all over the country, on reserva-
tions, these casinos on Indian lands—
most of the 600,000 employees at the
Tribal casinos have the right to collec-
tively bargain, to form unions if they
choose, to collectively bargain if they
choose, and to get better wages and
benefits if that is what brings them to
it. Again, 75 percent of these workers
are not members of any of these Tribes.
There are other Federal laws that
apply to workplaces on Tribal lands.

The Fair Labor Standards Act, the
Occupational Safety and Health Act,
the Employment Retirement Income
Security Act—so-called ERISA—and
title III of the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act all apply on Tribal lands, but
this bill only goes after collective bar-
gaining rights, only goes after those
workers. There is no reason Congress
should single out and attack the rights
of these workers to organize and advo-
cate for themselves in the workplace.

We can protect Tribal sovereignty. I
want to do that. I am leading the
charge against this bill. I want to pro-
tect Tribal sovereignty, but you can
also protect workers’ rights at the
same time. You don’t have to jettison
workers’ rights. You don’t have to hurt
these workers. We don’t have to take
rights away from these workers—the
right to organize and bargain collec-
tively—in order to protect Tribal sov-
ereignty. Our laws do that right now.

Some of my colleagues will say they
want to make sure that Tribes have
the same rights as States, whose work-
ers are carved out of the National
Labor Relations Act, but Tribal gov-
ernment employees are already ex-
empted from the National Labor Rela-
tions Act. This bill eliminates the Fed-
eral labor rights of workers at for-prof-
it businesses, like casinos.

So who is behind this? The national
chamber of commerce wants to go after
unions every chance they get and take
away collective bargaining rights. Do
you know what that means when com-
panies do that? It means higher profits.
It means they can pay less to workers.
It means they can strip workers of
their healthcare and their retirement.
Of course these companies want to
take away collective bargaining rights
and put unions out of business. That is
the whole point of this bill.

Again, Tribal government employees
are already exempted from the NLRA.
This bill eliminates the Federal labor
rights of workers at for-profit busi-
nesses, like casinos. You don’t think
these casinos are making 1lots of
money? Of course they are. They will
make more money if you take away
the collective bargaining rights of em-
ployees. Employees will make less.
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Employees will, in some cases, lose
their health insurance. Employees will
get fewer dollars for retirement, but
profits will go up for these casinos.

These casinos are often run by com-
panies that have nothing to do with
these Tribes. That is not establishing
parity. States can’t carve out home
State, for-profit businesses from the
NLRA. Nevada can’t say that it has de-
cided its casinos on the Vegas Strip are
exempt from Federal labor laws. So
why would we treat these private, for-
profit casinos any differently?

Supporters of the bill will say it is
necessary to prevent overreach by the
National Labor Relations Board. That
argument doesn’t hold up either. The
Board is methodically evaluated when
they do and don’t assert jurisdiction on
Federal lands. They use a very careful
test to ensure that the Board’s juris-
diction does not infringe on Tribal
rights or interfere in the Tribes’ exclu-
sive right to self-government.

All of us in this body—at least all of
us on this side of the aisle; I think all
of us in the body—of course we want to
make sure that Tribal rights are en-
forced and that we don’t interfere in
the Tribes’ exclusive right to self-gov-
ernance. These, though, are for-profit
businesses on these reservations.

In a June 2015 decision, the Board
used the test and did not assert juris-
diction in a labor dispute on Tribal
lands.

As I said, I think all of us here sup-
port Tribal sovereignty. I wish all of us
here supported American workers’
right to organize just as strongly.

My friends on this side of the aisle
have spent day after day, week after
week, month after month, doing all
they can to stop workers in my State,
in the State of Kansas, and all over
this country from organizing. This bill
is an attempt to take advantage of
Tribe support in Congress to attack
workers.

There is another provision slipped in.
At a time when Congress is engaged in
a long-overdue discussion about sexual
harassment in the workplace, this bill
repeals all Federal protections against
harassment for the 600,000 workers. So
it strips collective bargaining rights
from 600,000 people. It also repeals all
Federal protection against sexual har-
assment for those same 600,000 workers.
Right now, these workers cannot bring
Federal harassment claims. Their only
Federal protection against harassment
is the NLRA. Under that law, workers
have the right to collectively protest
harassment. They can file grievances
under union contracts to enforce their
rights. If this bill passes, that Federal
protection will disappear. All of the
collective bargaining agreements in
these workplaces would expire at the
end of their terms, and the union-won
protections against harassment would
simply disappear along with all of
them.

We are going in the wrong direction.
Today more than ever, workers need a
voice in the workplace.
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Think about this: Over the last 40
years, gross domestic product has gone
up and up and up. Corporate profits
have gone up and up and up; worker
productivity has gone up and up and
up; executive salaries have gone up and
up and up—all because of the produc-
tivity of American workers. But work-
ers haven’t shared in the wealth that
they have created for their bosses.
Workers haven’t shared in the growth
of those companies. Wages are flat.

So think about that again. Profits go
up, productivity goes up, executive sal-
aries go up, productivity of American
workers, as I said, goes up, but wages
are flat. A big part of that is because of
this attack from this body and the
House of Representatives—the attack
on workers trying to organize and bar-
gain collectively. So if this bill passes,
we are going to make sure that 600,000
fewer Americans have the right to or-
ganize and bargain collectively. Again,
it means profits will go up at these ca-
sinos, executive salaries will go up at
the casinos, and wages will be flat and
go down even as these companies do
better and better.

Workers don’t share in the growth
they create. Hard work just doesn’t pay
off the way it used to. The dignity of
work has been undermined by this Sen-
ate, by the House of Representatives,
and by the White House. If work isn’t
valued, then Americans can’t earn
their way to a better life for their fam-
ilies no matter how hard they work.
This bill will make it harder for these
workers to ensure that their work is
valued.

This bill undermines the dignity of
work in this country. We ought to be
lifting up workers. We shouldn’t be un-
dermining their right to advocate for
themselves. These are workers banding
together to advocate for themselves.
Their voices are stronger when they
are together, and that is when manage-
ment has to listen to them. That is
why they get better wages. That is why
they get better healthcare. That is why
they get better retirement. But we
know what this bill does. It doesn’t
protect Tribal sovereignty. That is just
what they say it does, just like they
said—80 percent of the tax cut went to
the richest 1 percent of Americans, and
they called that a tax cut for the mid-
dle class. Surely it wasn’t that. Just
like the bank bill that rolls back some
tough rules on Wall Street—they like
to say that was a bill for the small
banks. No, it wasn’t. It was much
about Wall Street. Just like this bill is
not for Tribal sovereignty—it is to help
put labor unions out of business and
depress wages. That is why I oppose
this bill.

I urge my colleagues to vote no.

NOMINATION OF RONNY JACKSON

Mr. President, over the next few
weeks, the Senate will consider the
President’s nominee to head the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, Dr.
Ronny Jackson. I will be meeting with
Dr. Jackson tomorrow, and I look for-
ward to that meeting. I am eager to



S2136

hear what his plans are and how he will
make the VA system work better for
the women and men who serve our
country. I will have some tough ques-
tions for him. I know my friend, the
Senator from Kansas and the current
Presiding Officer, who also sits on the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, has
the same concerns that I have.

One of my top priorities will be find-
ing out his views on the misguided idea
that some are pushing of privatizing
the Veterans’ Administration.
Privatizing the VA would mean putting
profits ahead of veterans. It would
mean depriving the women and men
who served our country the best pos-
sible care just to line the pockets of
healthcare executives.

We have seen what happens when we
introduce corporate profit motives into
organizations that should be set up to
serve the American people. Just look
how private, for-profit charter schools
have failed children in my State. The
owners of the private, for-profit char-
ter schools have done well, while tax-
payers have been fleeced and students
have been betrayed. We know that pri-
vatization of the prison system or pri-
vatization of Social Security or privat-
ization of Medicare or privatization of
the Veterans’ Administration all works
the same way. The people who are to be
served find they have less quality care
or service. The people who own the
newly privatized agencies or companies
do very well.

Study after study in my State shows
these for-profit charter schools don’t
give Ohio students an adequate edu-
cation and cost taxpayers more. Ac-
cording to a report from Stanford Uni-
versity’s Center for Research on Edu-
cation Outcomes, students at Ohio’s
charter schools lose 43 days of math in-
struction and 14 days of reading in-
struction, compared with traditional
public schools in the State. We allowed
for-profit school operators to inject
profits into Ohio’s public education,
and they treated taxpayers like ATM
machines and shortchanged students.
We can’t allow the same thing to hap-
pen to veterans. I will fight any effort
to use America’s veterans to pad the
profits of wealthy corporations. Dr.
Jackson will have to commit to oppose
any VA privatization efforts to earn
my vote.

We know the VA system isn’t perfect,
and we know it can improve. We have
work to do to rebuild and strengthen
it. Dr. Shulkin was trying to do that
and made some inroads in doing it, but
it will be hard. It is the largest
healthcare system in the country. It
serves 9 million veterans every year
and provides care at more than 1,200 fa-
cilities across the country, including
about three dozen in my State.

Some of those serve veterans very
well, while others need significant in-
vestment to improve their services.
Too many veterans still face obstacles
to get the highest quality care through
the VA system. I know veterans service
organizations, some of the best groups

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

and civic organizations in our coun-
try—to name a few, knowing I will
leave some out: the Disabled American
Veterans, the American Legion, the
AMVETS, the Veterans of Foreign
Wars, the Paralyzed Veterans of Amer-
ica, the Polish American Veterans—all
these organizations have said: We don’t
want to privatize the VA. We want im-
provements in the Veterans’ Adminis-
tration, but we want to keep it a public
organization that serves veterans who
fought for this country.

Just because the task to fix the VA is
hard doesn’t mean we abandon our re-
sponsibility to the men and women
who served this country. We need to re-
double our efforts to strengthen the
VA, not tear it down and not privatize
it.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I under-
stand there is 4 minutes left, and I
might go a few minutes over. I ask
unanimous consent to complete my re-
marks.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I rise in
support of S. 140, as amended, the bill
sponsored by the outstanding Senator
from the great State of Kansas, Mr.
MORAN. This bill affirms Tribal sov-
ereignty and upholds the unique gov-
ernment-to-government relationship
the United States shares with the In-
dian nations.

As chairman of the Indian Affairs
Committee, I have long said there is
far more common ground than division
on Indian issues. Our committee has a
strong tradition of working in a bipar-
tisan manner to improve the lives of
Indian people and to build stronger Na-
tive American communities.

With the support of Indian Country,
we have successfully advanced impor-
tant initiatives to support Tribal eco-
nomic development, healthcare, public
safety, and housing. Additionally, we
have worked to support our many Na-
tive veterans. Native Americans proud-
ly serve and defend our great country
at some of the highest rates per capita
of any ethnic group.

Of the 29 bills we have cleared
through the Indian Affairs Committee
this Congress, 18 have passed the Sen-
ate by unanimous consent and 4 have
already been signed into law.

Jefferson Keel, lieutenant governor
of the Chickasaw Nation and president
of the National Congress of American
Indians, recently stated in an op-ed
piece to The Hill: ‘“Both political par-
ties have seen the wisdom of sup-
porting strong tribal governments and
tribal sovereignty and have to realize
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that as the most local of governments,
tribes know best how to solve local
challenges.”

Tribal sovereignty is the inherent
right of Indian Tribes to govern them-
selves on their own lands, and it is the
cornerstone of our government-to-gov-
ernment, nation-to-nation relation-
ship. Today marks a real opportunity
for the Senate to affirm and celebrate
Tribal sovereignty and self-determina-
tion.

The Senate will be considering S. 140,
as amended, ‘“‘An Act to amend the
White Mountain Apache Tribe Water
Rights Quantification Act of 2010.”
This bill combines both Republican and
Democratic bills into three sections of
S. 140. Each of these bills—S. 140, S.
249, and S. 63—all passed out of the In-
dian Affairs Committee with bipartisan
support.

The first section of S. 140 would allow
for a technical amendment so the
White Mountain Apache Tribe can use
all or a portion of already appropriated
funds from a water rights settlement
to complete their drinking water sys-
tem in Arizona. This section was origi-
nally sponsored by Senators FLAKE and
McCAIN as S. 140. The bill was voice-
voted out of the Indian Affairs Com-
mittee and passed the Senate by unani-
mous consent.

Section 2 of S. 140 would amend the
Indian Long-Term Leasing Act so that
the Pueblos of Santa Clara and Ohkay
Owingeh are authorized to lease their
respective Indian trust and restricted
lands for up to 99 years. This is iden-
tical language to S. 249, a bill that was
introduced by Senators UDALL and
HEINRICH of New Mexico. That bill was
passed by the committee on February
8, 2017.

Section 3 of S. 140 would amend and
clarify the National Labor Relations
Act so that Indian Tribes, Tribal gov-
ernments, and tribally owned and oper-
ated institutions and enterprises that
are located on Indian lands would be
provided parity under the law with re-
spect to other governments. This would
reverse the 2004 National Labor Rela-
tions Board decision that found Tribal
governments to be private organiza-
tions. That NLRB decision overturned
years of precedent.

Let’s listen to Tribal leaders. In his
prepared statement to the Committee
on Indian Affairs regarding the Tribal
Labor Sovereignty Act of 2015, then-
Governor Paul Torres of the Pueblo of
Isleta stated:

This bill is essential to restore the dignity
and equality of Indian tribes as sovereigns,
which the National Labor Relations Board is
seeking to deny us. The Board treats every
sovereign, all the way down to local govern-
ments and political subdivisions of the state,
as exempt from the National Labor Rela-
tions Act except for one—Indian tribes. It
does so even though Congress made clear,
when the NLRA was enacted, that the Act
does not apply to sovereign entities. The
NLRA does not mention Indian tribes and for
a long time the Board recognized that the
Act does not apply to Tribes. Since 2004, it
wants that power—but it did not ask Con-
gress for it. Nor did it ask the Tribes for
their views.
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So this clearly goes beyond what
should be allowed under the law. We
have accomplished a lot in our com-
mittee, and it is because we have lis-
tened to Tribal leaders and their com-
munities. This bill, S. 140, has the sup-
port of every Tribal leader across the
country, the National Congress of
American Indians, the National Indian
Gaming Association, the U.S. Chamber
of Commerce, and many other organi-
zations.

With that, Mr. President, I urge a
‘‘yes’ vote on cloture and on passage of
this bill.

With that, I yield the floor.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to concur in the House amendment to S.
140, an act to amend the White Mountain
Apache Tribe Water Rights Qualification Act
of 2010 to clarify use of amounts in the
WMAT Settlement Fund.

Mitch McConnell, Cory Gardner, Orrin G.
Hatch, Tom Cotton, Steve Daines, Roy
Blunt, Mike Crapo, James E. Risch,
Johnny Isakson, John Thune, Thom
Tillis, James M. Inhofe, Pat Roberts,
John Hoeven, John Boozman, Jeff
Flake, Jerry Moran.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the motion to
concur in the House amendment to S.
140, an act to amend the White Moun-
tain Apache Tribe Water Rights Quan-
tification Act of 2010 to clarify the use
of amounts in the WMAT Settlement
Fund, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Arizona (Mr. McCAIN), the Sen-
ator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO), and the
Senator from North Carolina (Mr.
TILLIS).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO)
would have voted ‘‘yea’.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH),
is necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
ERNST). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 55,
nays 41, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 74 Leg.]

YEAS—55
Alexander Cassidy Daines
Baldwin Collins Enzi
Barrasso Corker Ernst
Blunt Cornyn Fischer
Boozman Cotton Flake
Burr Crapo Gardner
Capito Cruz Graham
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Grassley King Scott
Hatch Lankford Shelby
Heinrich Lee Sullivan
Heitkamp McConnell Tester
Heller Moran Thune
Hoeven Murkowski Toomey
Hyde-Smith Paul Udall
Inhofe Perdue
Isakson Risch &?;E:;
Johnson Roberts Young
Kaine Rounds
Kennedy Sasse
NAYS—41
Bennet Harris Peters
Blumenthal Hassan Portman
Booker Hirono Reed
Brown Jones Sanders
Cantwell Klobuchar Schatz
Cardin Leahy Schumer
Carper Manchin Shaheen
Casey Markey N
Coons McCaskill :ggfnow
Cortez Masto Menendez
Van Hollen
Donnelly Merkley
Durbin Murphy War}’ren
Feinstein Murray Whitehouse
Gillibrand Nelson Wyden
NOT VOTING—4
Duckworth Rubio
McCain Tillis

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 55, the nays are 41.

Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn not having voted in the
affirmative, the motion is rejected.

The majority leader.

MOTION TO REFER WITH AMENDMENT NO. 2229

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I move to table the motion to refer.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

MOTION TO CONCUR WITH AMENDMENT NO. 2227

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I move to table the motion to concur
with further amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

MOTION TO CONCUR WITH AMENDMENT NO. 2232

Mr. McCONNELL. I move to concur
in the House amendment to S. 140, with
a further amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. McCON-
NELL] moves to concur in the House amend-
ment to S. 140, with an amendment num-
bered 2232.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the reading of the amend-
ment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’)
CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I send a cloture motion to the desk on
the motion to concur with further
amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the

The
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Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to concur in the House amendment to S.
140, an act to amend the White Mountain
Apache Tribe Water Rights Quantification
Act of 2010 to clarify the use of amounts in
the WMAT Settlement Fund, with a further
amendment.

Mitch McConnell, John Barrasso, Roy
Blunt, Johnny Isakson, Todd Young,
Tom Cotton, Tim Scott, Roger F.
Wicker, Cory Gardner, John Thune,
Jerry Moran, John Hoeven, Lamar
Alexander, Pat Roberts, Mike Crapo,
Jeff Flake, John Boozman.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum call be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask for the yeas
and nays on the motion to concur with
amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 2233 TO AMENDMENT NO. 2232

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I have a second-degree amendment at
the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. McCON-
NELL] proposes an amendment numbered 2233
to amendment No. 2232.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the reading of the amend-
ment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:

At the end add the following.

“This Act shall take effect 1 day after the
date of enactment.”

MOTION TO REFER WITH AMENDMENT NO. 2234

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I move to refer the House message on
S. 140 to the Committee on Commerce
with instructions to report back forth-
with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. McCON-
NELL] moves to refer the House message to
accompany S. 140 to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation with in-
structions to report back forthwith with an
amendment numbered 2234.

The amendment is as follows:

At the end add the following.

““This Act shall take effect 2 days after the
date of enactment.”

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask for the yeas
and nays on my motion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 2235

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I have an amendment to the instruc-
tions.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. McCON-
NELL] proposes an amendment numbered 2235
to the instructions of the motion to refer.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the reading of the amend-
ment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:

Strike ‘2’ and insert ‘3"

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask for the yeas
and nays on my amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 2236 TO AMENDMENT NO. 2235

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I have a second-degree amendment at
the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

The Senator for Kentucky [Mr. MCcCON-
NELL] proposes an amendment numbered 2236
to amendment No. 2235.

The amendment is as follows:

Strike ‘3 days’ and insert ‘4 days”’

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I move to proceed to executive session
to consider Calendar No. 609.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of JAMES
BRIDENSTINE, of Oklahoma, to be Ad-
ministrator of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. MCCONNELL. I send a cloture
motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the on the
nomination of James Bridenstine, of Okla-
homa, to be Administrator of the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration.

Mitch McConnell, John Hoeven, Johnny
Isakson, James  Lankford, Steve
Daines, Mike Crapo, John Kennedy,
John Barrasso, John Thune, Thom
Tillis, Roger F. Wicker, James M.
Inhofe, Richard Burr, Mike Rounds,
Shelley Moore Capito, Tom Cotton,
Cory Gardner.
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Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the mandatory quorum
call be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate resume legislative session for a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

—————

VOTE EXPLANATION

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
joined President Trump in Florida to
discuss the benefits of the Tax Cuts
and Jobs Act with local businesses.
Due to these important discussions, I
will miss today’s vote.®

(At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

———

VOTE EXPLANATION

e Ms. DUCKWORTH. Madam President,
I was necessarily absent for vote No. 74
on the motion to invoke cloture on the
motion to concur in the House amend-
ment to S. 140. On vote No. 74, had I
been present, I would have voted nay
on the motion to invoke cloture on the
motion to concur in the House amend-
ment to S. 140.e

———

AMENDING THE WHITE MOUNTAIN
APACHE TRIBE WATER RIGHTS
QUANTIFICATION BILL

Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, I am
delighted the Senate has decided to
take up S. 140, a bill to amend the
White Mountain Apache Tribe Water
Rights Quantification Act of 2010 to
clarify the use of amounts in the
WMAT Settlement Fund which, in
part, includes a bill I have cosponsored,
S. 63, the Tribal Labor Sovereignty Act
of 2017.

S. 63 is a much needed reform meas-
ure aimed at correcting excessive gov-
ernment overreach by the National
Labor Relations Board, NLRB. In 2004,
the NLRB overturned longstanding
precedent by asserting its authority
over Native American Tribes. The
NLRB never should have expanded its
authority to Indian Tribes located on
Tribal land. This decision has caused
tremendous legal confusion and stagna-
tion of Indian business development.
Fortunately, with passage of S. 140, the
Congress is acting to address bureau-
cratic overreach by the NLRB. I urge
my colleagues to support its passage.
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NOMINATION OBJECTION

Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, I am
putting a hold on the nomination of
Mr. Jason Klitenic to be General Coun-
sel of the Office of Director of National
Intelligence. I intend to maintain the
hold until there is a satisfactory re-
sponse to the March 6, 2018, letter Sen-
ator GRASSLEY and I sent the Director
of National Intelligence regarding the
Intelligence Community Office of In-
spector General, OIG, and the termi-
nation of its Executive Director of In-
telligence Community Whistleblowing
and Source Protection. To date, we
have received no response to the letter,
nor have we been provided the docu-
ments related to the Executive Direc-
tor’s termination requested in the let-
ter.

My hold is not connected to the
qualifications of Mr. Klitenic to serve
in the position to which he has been
nominated, and it is my intention to
release the hold once my concerns re-
lated to the OIG are resolved.

I ask unanimous consent to have the
March 6, 2018, letter printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

MARCH 6, 2018.
Hon. DANIEL COATS,
Director of National Intelligence,
Washington, DC.

DEAR DIRECTOR COATS: We write to express
deep concern about the Office of the Intel-
ligence Community Inspector General (OIG)
and to urge that you stay actions taken by
the OIG pending confirmation of the new In-
spector General. We are writing to you be-
cause the current acting leadership of the
OIG is the subject of our concerns as well as
the subject of allegations in connection with
the specific personnel matter in question.

Late last week, the OIG’s Executive Direc-
tor of Intelligence Community Whistle-
blowing and Source Protection (the ‘‘Execu-
tive Director’’) was terminated in a process
marked by procedural irregularities and seri-
ous conflicts of interest. Further, the termi-
nation of the Executive Director came after
an extended period during which the acting
leadership of the OIG demonstrated a lack of
support for the critical whistleblower protec-
tion mission of the office.

The timing of these actions, which oc-
curred during the confirmation process for
Mr. Michael Atkinson to be the new Inspec-
tor General, is especially troubling. We are
concerned that the termination of the Exec-
utive Director may constitute an effort to
preempt the nominee’s authority to make
his own decisions upon confirmation. More-
over, during the nominee’s hearing, multiple
U.S. Senators expressed the expectation that
the nominee would, if confirmed, address
their concerns regarding the current acting
leadership of the OIG and its approach to
whistleblowers. We are concerned that any
preemptive steps taken by the acting leader-
ship risk undercutting the constitutional au-
thority of the U.S. Senate to provide advice
and consent through the confirmation proc-
ess.

We therefore write with several urgent re-
quests. First, on November 29, 2017, Senator
Grassley sent you and the Acting Inspector
General letters urging the preservation of all
records relating to the Executive Director’s
then-proposed termination, as well as all the
contents of the Executive Director’s office.



April 16, 2018

Senator Grassley has not received responses
to those letters. We request that you respond
and that you ensure that the Acting Inspec-
tor General responds as well. We further re-
quest that the preservation described in the
letters be implemented, and that it be ap-
plied as well to all subsequent records re-
lated to the Executive Director’s termi-
nation and all matters then pending involv-
ing his Office.

Second, Senator Grassley’s letters re-
quested documents related to the personnel
action against the Executive Director and
related matters. We request your support in
ensuring that Congress receives the docu-
ments described in the letters as well as sub-
sequent documents related to the process by
which the Executive Director was termi-
nated.

Finally, we urge that all personnel deci-
sions made by the OIG since the nomination
of Mr. Atkinson, including the termination
of the Executive Director, be stayed pending
his confirmation. (Mr. Atkinson’s nomina-
tion has been favorably reported by both the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs and the Select Committee
on Intelligence and is awaiting final Senate
action on the Calendar.) Upon his confirma-
tion, the new Inspector General should have
the unfettered authority to consider both
personnel and policy matters de novo with-
out being hindered by preemptive actions
taken by the current acting leadership.

Thank you for your attention to this ur-
gent matter.

Sincerely,
CHARLES GRASSLEY,
U.S. Senator.
RON WYDEN,
U.S. Senator.

———

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT
COLONEL CHARCILLEA SCHAEFER

Mr. MORAN. Madam President, I
would like to take a few moments of
the Senate’s time this evening to rec-
ognize servicemembers who take time
away from core missions serving our
Nation to support Members of Congress
to facilitate a healthy and balanced ex-
change with the Department of De-
fense. We work in an environment in
which we are surrounded by these dedi-
cated individuals in our Armed Forces.
They educate us, prepare us, and do
their very best to make sure the mem-
bers of this body can strive to do their
work in the most effective way pos-
sible. The vast majority of their efforts
g0 without proper acknowledgement. 1
speak today to ensure that we recog-
nize one of the hardest working and
dedicated individuals among them,
LTC Charcillea Schaefer. As an Amer-
ican soldier, she has dedicated her life
to serving our country, and for the past
3 years, she has successfully supported
me and other Members of Congress.

I have been able to work with Charcy
by virtue of the U.S. Army Congres-
sional Fellowship Program. Through
this program, she was assigned to the
U.S. Army’s congressional budget liai-
son office, where she worked alongside
Senate appropriators and Army leaders
in the Pentagon. Charcy directly im-
proved the relationships between Mem-
bers of Congress, their staffs, and Army
leaders with her ability to build trust
and gain confidence among those who
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relied on her. Her accurate and timely
responses to the Subcommittee on
Military Construction, Veterans Af-
fairs, and Related Agencies had a sig-
nificant impact on the subcommittee’s
ability to establish priorities and craft
appropriations legislation that better
serves our military, their families, and
our veterans.

Charcy was skilled in translating the
military construction needs of the
Army such as military hospitals, bar-
racks, and clean energy initiatives. She
also helped Members understand the
impact new construction and facility
upgrades would have in direct support
of combatant commands and their mis-
sions. Charcy was influential in assist-
ing the Subcommittee on Military Con-
struction, Veterans Affairs, and Re-
lated Agencies support one of our Na-
tion’s most sacred and cherished treas-
ures, the Arlington National Cemetery.

Charcy is trustworthy and depend-
able, she made a difference, and I am
grateful for her support.

On behalf of Kansans and the Senate
Appropriations Subcommittee on Mili-
tary Construction, Veterans Affairs,
and Related Agencies, I offer sincere
gratitude to Charcillea Schaefer of
Centreville, VA.

Charcy, ma’am, thank you for a job
well done. I wish you nothing but the
best in your future endeavors and serv-
ice to our Nation.

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message from the President of the
United States was communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Cuccia, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate a mes-
sage from the President of the United
States submitting a nomination which
was referred to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

(The message received today is print-
ed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 3:04 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 4790. An act to amend the Volcker
rule to give the Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System sole rulemaking au-
thority, to exclude community banks from
the requirements of the Volcker rule, and for
other purposes.

————————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 4790. An act to amend the Volcker
rule to give the Board of Governors of the
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Federal Reserve System sole rulemaking au-
thority, to exclude community banks from
the requirements of the Volcker rule, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

S. 2667. A bill to amend the Agricultural
Marketing Act of 1946 to provide for State
and Tribal regulation of hemp production,
and for other purposes.

————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-4872. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘““Tetraconazole; Pesticide Tolerances”
(40 CFR Part 180) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on April 11, 2018; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-4873. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Sulfentrazone; Pesticide Tolerances”
(40 CFR Part 180) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on April 11, 2018; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-4874. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Fluensulfone; Pesticide Tolerances”
(40 CFR Part 180) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on April 11, 2018; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-4875. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Clethodim; Pesticide Tolerances’ (40
CFR Part 180) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on April 11, 2018; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-4876. A communication from the Con-
gressional Review Coordinator, Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service, Department
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Rinder-
pest; Update of Communicable Animal Dis-
ease Provisions” (Docket No. APHIS-2017-
0070) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on April 11, 2018; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

EC-4877. A joint communication from the
Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of
Energy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
fiscal year 2018 report on the plan for the nu-
clear weapons stockpile, complex, delivery
systems, and command and control systems
(0SS-2018-0437); to the Committees on
Armed Services; Appropriations; and Foreign
Relations.

EC-4878. A communication from the Under
Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and
Sustainment), transmitting, pursuant to
law, the quarterly exception Selected Acqui-
sition Reports (SARs) for the Army and Air
Force Major Defense Acquisition Programs



S2140

(MDAPs) (0SS-2018-0418); to the Committee
on Armed Services.

EC-4879. A communication from the Under
Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and
Sustainment), transmitting, pursuant to
law, the quarterly exception Selected Acqui-
sition Reports (SARs) for the Navy/Marine
Corps Major Defense Acquisition Programs
(MDAPs) (0SS-2018-0352); to the Committee
on Armed Services.

EC-4880. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the fiscal year 2017 Annual Nu-
clear Weapons Stockpile Assessments from
the Secretaries of Defense and Energy, the
three national security laboratory directors,
and the Commander, United States Strategic
Command (0SS-2018-0353); to the Committee
on Armed Services.

EC-4881. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Defense, transmitting a report on
the approved retirement of Lieutenant Gen-
eral Christopher F. Burne, United States Air
Force, and his advancement to the grade of
lieutenant general on the retired list; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

EC-4882. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office
of the Secretary, Department of Defense,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Paternity Claims and Adop-
tion Proceedings Involving Members and
Former Members of the Armed Forces”
(RINO0790-AJ97) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on April 11, 2018; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-4883. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Defense Pricing and Procurement and
Acquisition Policy, Department of Defense,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition
Regulation Supplement: Competition for Re-
ligious-Related Services Contracts’
((RIN0750-AJ06) (DFARS Case 2016-D015)) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on April 10, 2018; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-4884. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Defense Pricing and Procurement and
Acquisition Policy, Department of Defense,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition
Regulation Supplement: Consolidation of
Contract Requirements” ((RIN0750-AJ43)
(DFARS Case 2017-D004)) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on April
10, 2018; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

EC-4885. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Defense Pricing and Procurement and
Acquisition Policy, Department of Defense,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition
Regulation Supplement: Definition of ‘Infor-
mation Technology’”’ ((RIN0750-AJ39)
(DFARS Case 2017-D033)) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on April
10, 2018; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

EC-4886. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Defense Pricing and Procurement and
Acquisition Policy, Department of Defense,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“‘Defense Federal Acquisition
Regulation Supplement: Educational Service
Agreements” ((RIN0750-AJ49) (DFARS Case
2017-D039)) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on April 10, 2018; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-4887. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Defense Pricing and Procurement and
Acquisition Policy, Department of Defense,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition
Regulation Supplement: Safe Access to
Projects in Afghanistan” ((RIN0750-AJ38)
(DFARS Case 2018-D007)) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on April
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10, 2018; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

EC-4888. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Defense Pricing and Procurement and
Acquisition Policy, Department of Defense,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition
Regulation Supplement: Temporary Exten-
sion of Test Program for Comprehensive
Small Business Subcontracting Plan”’
((RIN0750-AJ00) (DFARS Case 2015-D013)) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on April 10, 2018; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-4889. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, Office of General Counsel, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report relative to a va-
cancy for the position of Administrator, Fed-
eral Transit Administration, Department of
Transportation, received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on April 12, 2018; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-4890. A communication from the Chief
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management
Agency, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Suspension of Community
Eligibility (Iowa, Hancock County, City or
Corwith, et al.)” ((44 CFR Part 64) (Docket
No. FEMA-2018-0002)) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on April 12,
2018; to the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs.

EC-4891. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Export Administration,
Bureau of Industry and Security, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘““‘Amend-
ment to the Export Administration Regula-
tions to Reclassify Targets for the Produc-
tion of Tritium and Related Development
and Production Technology Initially Classi-
fied Under the 0Y521 Series” (RIN0694-AG90)
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on April 11, 2018; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-4892. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Legislative Affairs, Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“‘Real Estate Appraisals” (RIN3064-AE56) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
April 13, 2019; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-4893. A communication from the Acting
Chairman, Federal Maritime Commission,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the 56th An-
nual Report of the activities of the Federal
Maritime Commission for fiscal year 2017; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-4894. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to the Department’s
Alternative Fuel Vehicle (AFV) program for
fiscal year 2017; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

EC-4895. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled “Review of the Primary National Am-
bient Air Quality Standards for Oxides of Ni-
trogen” ((RIN2060-ARb57) (FRL No. 9976-78-
OAR)) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on April 11, 2018; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC-4896. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Air Plan Approval; Illinois; Regional
Haze Progress Report” (FRL No. 9976-70-Re-
gion 5) received in the Office of the President
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of the Senate on April 11, 2018; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC-4897. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“Air Plan Approval; Florida Update to
Materials Incorporated by Reference’ (FRL
No. 9975-70-Region 4) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on April 11, 2018;
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works.

EC-4898. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Remedial actions
for tax-advantaged bonds’” (Rev. Proc. 2018-
26) received in the Office of the President of
the Senate on April 12, 2018; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

EC-4899. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Determination of
Housing Cost Amounts Eligible for Exclusion
or Deduction for 2018’ (Rev. Proc. 2018-33) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on April 10, 2018; to the Committee on
Finance.

EC-4900. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled “Section 911(d)(4)—
2017 Update” (Rev. Proc. 2018-23) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
April 10, 2018; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-4901. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Request for Com-
ments on Scope of Determination Letter
Program for Individually Designed Plans
During Calendar Year 2019 (Rev. Proc. 2018-
24) received in the Office of the President of
the Senate on April 10, 2018; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

EC-4902. A communication from the Execu-
tive Analyst (Political), Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting,
pursuant to law, two (2) reports relative to
vacancies in the Department of Health and
Human Services, received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on April 13, 2018; to the
Committee on Finance.

EC-4903. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States to the President
Pro Tempore of the United States Senate,
transmitting, consistent with the War Pow-
ers Act, a report relative to targeted missile
strikes on Syrian military chemical weap-
ons-related facilities, received during ad-
journment of the Senate on April 15, 2018; to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-4904. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to the designation of a
group as a Foreign Terrorist Organization by
the Secretary of State (0SS-2018-0400); to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-4905. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the Department’s annual report con-
cerning military assistance and military ex-
ports (0SS-2018-0417); to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

EC-4906. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director, Office of Acquisition and As-
sistance, U.S. Agency for International De-
velopment, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Amend the
USAID Acquisition Regulation (AIDAR)
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Clause ‘Government Property—USAID Re-
porting Requirements’” (RIN0412-AA89) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on March 22, 2018; to the Committee
on Foreign Relations.

EC-4907. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act; HHS Notice of Benefit and Payment”
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on April 10, 2018; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

EC-4908. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Standards, Regulations,
and Variances, Mine Safety and Health Ad-
ministration, Department of Labor, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Examinations of Working Places in
Metal and Nonmetal Mines”’ (RIN1219-AB87)
received during adjournment of the Senate
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on April 13, 2018; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

EC-4909. A communication from the Execu-
tive Analyst (Political), Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report relative to a va-
cancy in the position of Assistant Secretary
for Health, Department of Health and
Human Services, received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on April 13, 2018; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

EC-4910. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
Commission’s fiscal year 2017 annual report
relative to the Notification and Federal Em-
ployee Antidiscrimination and Retaliation
Act of 2002 (No FEAR Act); to the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

EC-4911. A communication from the Acting
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,
Department of Agriculture, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the Department’s fiscal
year 2017 annual report relative to the Noti-
fication and Federal Employee Antidiscrimi-
nation and Retaliation Act of 2002 (No FEAR
Act); to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

EC-4912. A communication from the Vice
Chairman, Merit Systems Protection Board,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Board’s
fiscal year 2017 annual report relative to the
Notification and Federal Employee Anti-
discrimination and Retaliation Act of 2002
(No FEAR Act); to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

EC-4913. A communication from the Acting
Chief Privacy and Civil Liberties Officer,
Federal Bureau of Investigation, Department
of Justice, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Privacy Act of
1974; Implementation’”” (CPCLO Order No.
001-2018) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on April 11, 2018; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-4914. A communication from the Im-
pact Analyst, Office of Regulation Policy
and Management, Department of Veterans
Affairs, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Schedule for Rat-
ing Disabilities; Gynecological Conditions
and Disorders of the Breast” (RIN2900-AP13)
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on April 11, 2018; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

———
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:
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By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, without amendment:

S. 146. A bill to strengthen accountability
for deployment of border security technology
at the Department of Homeland Security,
and for other purposes (Rept. No. 115-230).

By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute:

H.R. 2825. A bill to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to make certain im-
provements in the laws administered by the
Secretary of Homeland Security, and for
other purposes.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mr. DONNELLY, and Mr. YOUNG):

S. 2669. A bill to provide for accelerated ap-
proval of pain and addiction therapies; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. BLUNT (for himself and Mr.
KING):

S. 2670. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to simplify the treatment
of seasonal positions for purposes of the em-
ployer shared responsibility requirement; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself and
Mr. VAN HOLLEN):

S. 2671. A bill to protect our Social Secu-
rity system and improve benefits for current
and future generations; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Mr. MORAN (for himself and Mr.
ROBERTS):

S. 2672. A bill to authorize the Society of
the First Infantry Division to make modi-
fications to the First Division Monument lo-
cated on Federal land in President’s Park in
Washington, DC, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and Mr.
JONES):

S. 2673. A bill to limit the printing of the
Congressional Record and the Senate Cal-
endars, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration.

By Mr. INHOFE:

S. 2674. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to eliminate the taxable in-
come limit on percentage depletion for oil
and natural gas produced from marginal
properties; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. INHOFE:

S. 2675. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to permanently extend the
depreciation rules for property used pre-
dominantly within an Indian reservation; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and Mr.
MURPHY):

S. 2676. A bill to permit certain disclosures
of health information during emergencies,
including overdoses; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mrs. CAPITO:

S. 2677. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow a credit against
tax for coal-powered electric generation
units; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. KAINE (for himself, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. HATCH, Ms. HASSAN, and Mr.
BLUMENTHAL):

S. 2678. A bill to direct the Secretary of

Health and Human Services, acting through
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the Director of the Center for Substance
Abuse Treatment of the Substance Abuse
and Mental Health Services Administration,
to publish and disseminate best practices for
operating recovery housing, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. DURBIN (for Ms. DUCKWORTH
(for herself, Mr. DURBIN, and Mr.
KENNEDY)):

S. 2679. A bill to provide access to and
manage the distribution of excess or surplus
property to veteran-owned small businesses;
to the Committee on Small Business and En-
trepreneurship.

By Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself and
Mrs. MURRAY):

S. 2680. A bill to address the opioid crisis;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. CORKER (for himself, Mr.
KAINE, Mr. FLAKE, Mr. COONS, Mr.
YOUNG, and Mr. NELSON):

S.J. Res. 59. A joint resolution to authorize
the use of military force against the Taliban,
al Qaeda, the Islamic State in Irag and
Syria, and designated associated forces, and
to provide an updated, transparent, and sus-
tainable statutory basis for counterter-
rorism operations; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. BURR (for himself, Ms.
HEITKAMP, and Mr. TILLIS):

S. Res. 464. A resolution supporting the
goals and ideals of Take our Daughters and
Sons To Work Day; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. MCCONNELL:

S. Res. 465. A resolution electing Michael
C. Stenger as Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper of the Senate; considered and agreed
to.

By Mr. McCONNELL:

S. Res. 466. A resolution notifying the
President of the United States of the elec-
tion of a Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper
of the Senate; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. MCCONNELL:

S. Res. 467. A resolution notifying the
House of Representatives of the election of a
Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper of the
Senate; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr.
PORTMAN, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. HEIN-
RICH, Ms. HIRONO, and Mr. BOOKER):

S. Res. 468. A resolution designating May
19, 2018, as ‘“‘Kids to Parks Day’’ ; considered
and agreed to.

By Mr. MURPHY:

S. Res. 469. A resolution recognizing the
historic, cultural, and religious significance
of the festival of Vaisakhi, and expressing
support for all communities that celebrate
Vaisakhi; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 298

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 298, a bill to require Senate
candidates to file designations, state-
ments, and reports in electronic form.

S. 326

At the request of Mr. HELLER, the

name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
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MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
326, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for the
tax-exempt financing of certain gov-
ernment-owned buildings.
S. 422
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Ms. HARRIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 422, a bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to clarify pre-
sumptions relating to the exposure of
certain veterans who served in the vi-
cinity of the Republic of Vietnam, and
for other purposes.
S. 783
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mrs. McCCASKILL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 783, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to distribute
maternity care health professionals to
health professional shortage areas
identified as in need of maternity care
health services.
S. 1403
At the request of Mr. HEINRICH, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1403, a bill to amend the Public Lands
Corps Act of 1993 to establish the 21st
Century Conservation Service Corps to
place youth and veterans in national
service positions to conserve, restore,
and enhance the great outdoors of the
United States, and for other purposes.
S. 1989
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1989, a bill to enhance trans-
parency and accountability for online
political advertisements by requiring
those who purchase and publish such
ads to disclose information about the
advertisements to the public, and for
other purposes.
S. 2203
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added
as a cosponsor of S. 2203, a bill to
amend title 9 of the United States Code
with respect to arbitration.
S. 2260
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KiNG) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2260, a bill to establish and fund an
Opioids and STOP Initiative to expand,
intensify, and coordinate fundamental,
translational, and clinical research of
the National Institutes of Health with
respect to opioid abuse, the under-
standing of pain, and the discovery and
development of safer and more effec-
tive treatments and preventive inter-
ventions for pain.
S. 2346
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2346, a bill to establish an
innovative water infrastructure work-
force development program, and for
other purposes.
S. 2404
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Maryland

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2404, a bill to amend the
Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and
Trade Act of 1990 to reauthorize the or-
ganic agriculture research and exten-
sion initiative.
S. 2586
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2586, a bill to amend the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act to in-
crease the ability of a State to admin-
ister a permit program under that Act,
and for other purposes.
S. 2587
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2587, a bill to amend the Endan-
gered Species Act of 1973 to establish a
program to allow States to assume cer-
tain Federal responsibilities under that
Act with respect to agency actions ap-
plicable to highway projects within the
States, and for other purposes.
S. 2588
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2588, a bill to amend title 54,
United States Code, to establish a pro-
gram to allow States to assume certain
Federal responsibilities under that
title with respect to agency actions ap-
plicable to highway projects within the
States, and for other purposes.
S.J. RES. 57
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
names of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES) and the Senator from
Iowa (Mrs. ERNST) were added as co-
sponsors of S.J. Res. 57, a joint resolu-
tion providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by Bureau of Consumer Finan-
cial Protection relating to ‘‘Indirect
Auto Lending and Compliance with the
Equal Credit Opportunity Act”.
S. RES. 460
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 460, a resolution con-
demning Boko Haram and calling on
the Governments of the United States
of America and Nigeria to swiftly im-
plement measures to defeat the ter-
rorist organization.

————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. KAINE (for himself, Ms.
WARREN, Mr. HATCH, Ms. HAS-
SAN, and Mr. BLUMENTHAL):

S. 2678. A bill to direct the Secretary
of Health and Human Services, acting
through the Director of the Center for
Substance Abuse Treatment of the
Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration, to publish
and disseminate best practices for op-
erating recovery housing, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

April 16, 2018

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President. As the
opioid epidemic continues to challenge
the Nation, the statistics on this public
health crisis show the toll it is taking
on communities across the country. In
Virginia in 2016, there were over 1,400
deaths from overdoses, a 38 percent in-
crease over 2015. Eighty percent of
these deaths involved opioid use.
Opioid overdoses are now the leading
cause of accidental death in Virginia,
surpassing car accidents and gun vio-
lence.

While we must focus on prevention
and treatment to stem the tide of ad-
diction and overdose deaths, it is also
critical that our efforts include helping
people recover from addiction and re-
turn to their families, the workforce,
and their lives. That includes improved
access and oversight Medication As-
sisted Treatment, wraparound services
like peer recovery supports, and ensur-
ing that ‘‘recovery residences’” are
safe.

After treatment, many people in the
early recovery stages choose to enter
recovery residences. These facilities
give people a stable and sober environ-
ment as they transition back into soci-
ety. While these residences are growing
in number due to the epidemic, we are
learning that these facilities often lack
oversight or regulation. There have
been deaths at recovery residences due
to the lack of trained professionals and
standards.

Currently, no national standards or
guidelines are in place to ensure that
recovery homes are providing a safe en-
vironment. This situation leaves fami-
lies and victims in the dark about
whether the facility that is looking
after their loved one is qualified. The
bill I am introducing today would au-
thorize the Substance Abuse and Men-
tal Health Services Administration
(SAMHSA) to develop best practices
for recovery living facilities. It would
also authorize SAMHSA to provide
technical assistance and support to
States willing to adopt best practices.
Additionally, the bill would require
States that use SAMHSA grants for re-
covery residences to meet established
best practices, direct SAMHSA to pro-
vide best practice information directly
to patients and ensure that SAMHSA
consults with other relevant Federal
agencies on drafting guidelines.

I would like to thank Senator WAR-
REN and our other cosponsors for work-
ing on this legislation, and Congress-
woman CHU for championing legisla-
tion on this topic in the House.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  464—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF TAKE OUR DAUGH-
TERS AND SONS TO WORK DAY

Mr. BURR (for himself, Ms.
HEITKAMP, and Mr. TILLIS) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions:
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S. RES. 464

Whereas the Take Our Daughters To Work
program was created in New York City as a
response to research that showed that, by
the 8th grade, many girls were dropping out
of school, had low self-esteem, and lacked
confidence;

Whereas, in 2003, the name of the program
was changed to ‘‘Take Our Daughters And
Sons To Work” so that boys who face many
of the same challenges as girls could also be
involved in the program;

Whereas, in 2018, the mission of the pro-
gram, to develop ‘‘innovative strategies that
empower girls and boys to overcome societal
barriers to reach their full potential’’, fully
reflects the addition of boys;

Whereas the Take Our Daughters And Sons
To Work Foundation, a nonprofit organiza-
tion, has grown to be one of the largest pub-
lic awareness campaigns, with more than
40,000,000 participants annually in more than
3,500,000 organizations and workplaces rep-
resenting each State;

Whereas, in 2007, the Take Our Daughters
To Work program transitioned to Elizabeth
City, North Carolina, became known as the
Take Our Daughters And Sons To Work
Foundation, and received national recogni-
tion for its dedication to future generations;

Whereas, every year, mayors, governors,
and other private and public officials sign
proclamations and lend support to Take Our
Daughters And Sons To Work Day;

Whereas the fame of the Take Our Daugh-
ters And Sons To Work program has spread
overseas, with requests and inquiries being
made from around the world on how to oper-
ate the program;

Whereas 2018 marks the 256th anniversary of
the Take Our Daughters And Sons To Work
program;

Whereas Take Our Daughters And Sons to
Work Day will be observed on Thursday,
April 26, 2018; and

Whereas, by offering opportunities for chil-
dren to experience activities and events,
Take Our Daughters And Sons To Work Day
is intended to continue helping millions of
girls and boys on an annual basis to examine
their opportunities and strive to reach their
fullest potential: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the goals of introducing our
daughters and sons to the workplace; and

(2) commends all participants of Take Our
Daughters And Sons To Work Day for the—

(A) ongoing contributions that the partici-
pants make to education; and

(B) vital role that the participants play in
promoting and ensuring a brighter, stronger
future for the United States.

SENATE RESOLUTION 465—ELECT-
ING MICHAEL C. STENGER AS
SERGEANT AT ARMS AND DOOR-
KEEPER OF THE SENATE

Mr. McCCONNELL submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 465
Electing Michael C. Stenger as Sergeant at
Arms and Doorkeeper of the Senate.

Resolved, That Michael C. Stenger of Vir-
ginia be, and he is hereby, elected Sergeant
at Arms and Doorkeeper of the Senate.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 466—NOTI-
FYING THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES OF THE ELEC-
TION OF A SERGEANT AT ARMS
AND DOORKEEPER OF THE SEN-
ATE

Mr. McCONNELL submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 466

Notifying the President of the TUnited
States of the election of a Sergeant at Arms
and Doorkeeper of the Senate.

Resolved, That the President of the United
States be notified of the election of the Hon-
orable Michael C. Stenger as Sergeant at
Arms and Doorkeeper of the Senate.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 467—NOTI-
FYING THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES OF THE ELEC-
TION OF A SERGEANT AT ARMS
AND DOORKEEPER OF THE SEN-
ATE

Mr. McCONNELL submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 467

Notifying the House of Representatives of
the election of a Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper of the Senate.

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives be notified of the election of the Honor-
able Michael C. Stenger as Sergeant at Arms
and Doorkeeper of the Senate.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 468—DESIG-

NATING MAY 19, 2018, AS “KIDS
TO PARKS DAY”
Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr.

PORTMAN, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. HEIN-
RICH, Ms. HIRONO, and Mr. BOOKER) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. REs. 468

Whereas the 8th annual Kids to Parks Day
will be celebrated on May 19, 2018;

Whereas the goal of Kids to Parks Day is
to promote healthy outdoor recreation and
environmental stewardship, empower young
people, and encourage families to get out-
doors and visit the parks and public land of
the United States;

Whereas on Kids to Parks Day, individuals
from rural and urban areas of the United
States can be reintroduced to the splendid
national, State, and neighborhood parks lo-
cated in their communities;

Whereas communities across the United
States offer a variety of natural resources
and public land, often with free access, to in-
dividuals seeking outdoor recreation;

Whereas the people of the United States,
young and old, should be encouraged to lead
more healthy and active lifestyles;

Whereas Kids to Parks Day is an oppor-
tunity for families to take a break from
their busy lives and come together for a day
of active, wholesome fun; and

Whereas Kids to Parks Day will broaden an
appreciation for nature and the outdoors in
young people, foster a safe setting for inde-
pendent play and healthy adventure in
neighborhood parks, and facilitate self-reli-
ance while strengthening communities: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates May 19, 2018, as ‘“‘Kids to
Parks Day’’;

(2) recognizes the importance of outdoor
recreation and the preservation of open
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spaces to the health and education of the
young people of the United States; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to observe the day with appropriate
programs, ceremonies, and activities.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 469—RECOG-
NIZING THE HISTORIC, CUL-
TURAL, AND RELIGIOUS SIGNIFI-
CANCE OF THE FESTIVAL OF

VAISAKHI, AND EXPRESSING
SUPPORT FOR ALL COMMU-
NITIES THAT CELEBRATE
VAISAKHI

Mr. MURPHY submitted the fol-

lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:
S. RES 469

Whereas Vaisakhi has been celebrated in
the Punjab region of South Asia for cen-
turies and today is also celebrated in com-
munities throughout India, in the United
States, and around the world;

Whereas Vaisakhi is an annual festival
celebrating the spring harvest season;

Whereas Vaisakhi is of particular signifi-
cance to the Sikh religion and is one of the
most important dates in Sikh history;

Whereas, for Sikhs, Vaisakhi commemo-
rates the creation of the Khalsa, a fellowship
of devout Sikhs, by Guru Gobind Singh in
1699; and

Whereas Vaisakhi celebrates community,
prosperity, and continued progress in the
year ahead: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes—

(A) the historic, cultural, and religious sig-
nificance of the festival of Vaisakhi; and

(B) the significance of Vaisakhi to Sikh
communities in the United States and
around the world; and

(2) expresses respect for all communities
that celebrate Vaisakhi.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 2232. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. THUNE
(for himself, Mr. NELSON, and Mr. SULLIVAN))
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 140, to
amend the White Mountain Apache Tribe
Water Rights Quantification Act of 2010 to
clarify the use of amounts in the WMAT Set-
tlement Fund.

SA 2233. Mr. McCONNELL proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 2232 proposed
by Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. THU